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o The Epiftle D dicatory.
readily offcred , being a etfon to whom I am
upon many accoums.ﬁngu.lmly*‘;blidgcd , Aslam
ikewife unto your Honourabf_‘f‘ Hausband ; Have-
ing alfo had the retirement and conveniencie Dot
gar from you , for revifcing and , makeing them
ready for the Prefle , which as you partly know,
and as others may conjecture , was not fo verycafy
a peece of work confidering that they were not
raken from the Author’s Pen, but from his mouth
_ when preaching , by one of his ordinary heareis
no Scolar , and afterwards tranfleribed by ano-
ther pexfon of lefle Judgment = Ycur La: being
withall a genuine and undegencrat Daughter of the
Ancient , Honourable , and Loyal Family of Or-
meftoune , eminently inftramental in our beautiful
and bleffed , in our great and glorious , work of
Reformation from Popery and famous (as it
is hoped it will thrugh grace i)l continue to be,
if the like fad occafion , as we wifh it never
may , fhould againe occurre ) for veady and chear-
ful *eceiving, , herbouring chesithing , and in-
courageing the faithful Servants of God and Mar-
tyrs of Jefus ; particularly of renowned Mr. George
wifbart, who was thence taken under truft by the
unhappy Earle of Bothwel , now extin€ and his
memorial with him ( the mentioning whereof , 1
~ know your Honourable Husband Sir Robery’s jult
;'cgaird for the Reformed Proweftant Religion, will
cafily perfuade him © bear with , though he may
be, forany thing 1 know , one of the neereft rela-
tions of that fome-time great-Nobleman now firr-
viving)



The Epiftle Dzdicatory.
viving) while the houfc of Ormeffoure’ (tinds and
flouritheth ftill ; which My. Wifare , 1 fay , wag
taken thence ; and thereafter moft cruelly murd-
eved at Saint-Andrewes , the then f{eat of Caydinal
Beattop , who in great ftate and much pompuous
pride , looking our of the Window of his Caftle
there , now almoft levelled with the ground
fedd his luftful eyes with the horrid and piciful,
but to him pleafant , fpeftackie, of that eminent
Saint and Servant of Chrift , his be‘ brunt alive
and confumed into ashes : The meafure thar Ma-
fter Patrick Hamiltoure tha: notable perfon nobly
defcended , having been * nephew by his Father
to the Earle of Arrax . and by the Mother to
the Drke of _4lbany (no blood ‘being too noble
or precicus to be lett by thefe butchers , or to
be fuckt by thefe blood-thirfty leeches )  mett
with ar the hands of grch-Prelat Teaiton Uncle
to the faid Cardinal , not many years before in
that fame place. O! terrible rruculent and Tra-
gical‘a&ing&: , yet fuch as may be erated among(t
us,if ever ( as God forbid) the Ronan Antichrift
that fcarled coloured bealt drunk with the blood
of the Saints , and Martyres of Jefus ,  fhall
againe recover his intereft in thefe Kingdomes,
now the Kingdomes of the Lord and of his
Chrift.

But it may be fome care lefle and ui}ccncca‘ned
Gallioss, will, for filenceing and fatisficing us , fay
that thefe things were dmz: by Law ;3 As we aie

3 told
* SeeSpotfwoods Hift. pag. sz
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told by a -late petulant and prophane Pamphele-
zeer > that all thefe horrid and hideous perfecuti-
ons raifed and prgfecutcd againft many Proteftants
in the neighbouring Kingdome of England , in
the fhort but very bloody reigne of Queen Mary,
notwithftanding her folemne Profeffions made t®
the Northfolk and Suffolk Gemlemen, and in
plaine Councel , to the contrary ; Were eccord-
ing to Law , So that the Martyres in ber daves can
no more be unted fuch, then thofe who juffered
frnce the late Pepifb plor 5 (above 200. of whom ,
being in ail but 277 , according to his reckon-
ings » (though he reckoneth amifle) mwere, as
Le fall'y and impudentdy alledgeth , executed as
profiigar perfons , {peaking this malicious and grof.
ly calumniouslic purely out of his own , in exaét
imitation of the Father of lies ; for famous Mr.
Fox that indefatigably laborious fearcher after ali
occurrents of that nature , gives us no fuch ac.
count ; of whofe exact fcrutiny in the fufferings
of the Martyres under Ditees Mary , ingenuogs and
impartial Mafter Fuller {peaking in his ecclefiafticai
Hitory , fayeth ; This point haih been bandled al.
veady [o cuvioufly and copioufly by Mr, Fox , that
his induflry berein hazh ﬁarr‘x.»ea‘ the endeavours of fuck
ws Shall fucceed him , lewing nothing for their pens
and paines 0 feed upon  for what can the man dop
thas cometh after the King? But that which bath beey
alveady done , and Mr. Fox appearing [ole Emperony
in shis fubject . all poflevity may difpair to «dd any
semarkable difceveries which have cfcaped his obferva-

ijen .
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tions wherefor to bandle this fubje& after bim, is to
light & candle totbe Sun; and further according to
his commendable candor, he adds, as if it had
beenin defigned contradition to this Detraor,
And nosw to take our leaves of thefe Marsyres:; sha: re-
masnes but —— that we embrace and defend that doc-
trine which they (ealed with their lives, and as occa-
fion shall offer 1o vindicat and affers sheir memories from
fuch fcandalous tongues and pens, ashaveor shall tra-
ducethem ; Neicher doeth Dedor Burnet, in his late
Hiftory of the Reformation of the Church of
England, give usany fuch account; Nay neither
Speed nor Baker , whom he moft injurioufly

voucheth for his Authors of this calumny, hint
any {uch thing): Butthe man hath forgotten, or
would not remember , that there have been, may
besand ftill are in the world, thrones of iniguity which
efablish mifchiefe by 4 Law , wherewith God, the
great Lawgiver, hathnofellowship; And that the
primitive Chriftian Martyres, who were moft

cruelly put to death by the perfecuting Pagan-
Roman- Emperours, particularly by Trafan , Ha-

drian s the.Antoninsand Severss, wer {o dealt with

by them,according to the Then-lawes of the Ro-

man Empyre; for whichreafon, it is very proba-

ble that %John the Divinein the Revelation, bringsin

fome of thefe perfecutors with 4 pair of ballances

intheir hands, infinuating thereby, that they pre-

tended to weigh and meafure out their perfecu.
tions of Chriftians , by exa& Juftice aécording to
Law : Whoare therefor no more to be accounted
i * 4 Martyrs,

i
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MartyrsyNay, all that have {uffered moft exquifit
. torments and cruel deaths on the account of the
Proteftant Religion , not only in Scotland & England,
butin France, Germanie, the Low countries, and
elfewhere {ince the beginning of the Reforma-
tion, and our forfakeing the A poftate Church of
Rome : and in Tholoufe, Behemia, the Valleyes of
Piedmont 5 and in other parts of the Chriftian
World before that time, forthat very fame Re-
ligion, the notunder the denomination of Pro-
seffant, muft needs according to the new doctrine
of this pretended proteftant Author, be dasht
out of the roll and catalogue of the Martyres of
Jefus Chrift; becaufe forfooth, they wer gene-
rally put to death by andaccordingtothe lawes
of therefpe&ive Countries ‘wherein they {uffer-
ed, tho thefe humane Lawes were framed on the
matter in contempt and defiance of divine Lawes
tothe contrary. And yet we need neither wonder
nor firange to find thisman bafely befpattering,
as {o many profligats, the Proteflants who fufter-
edin Queen Mavy's dayes , and ranking them al-
moft in the fame clafs and category, and fetting
them near by on the {amelevell with the Papifis,
that were lately executed fortheir accetlion to the
horrid and hellith plot , and denying the former
to have been Martyres more then the latter ; who
roundly and boldly in the face of the reformed
Churches dar affert, thar all ehe difference be-
twixt the Popifh and Proteftant Religion is, in

modes and circamflances 5 and nemeve inreality ; and
| ' ‘ that
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that the Lawes which eflablished the Proteflant , and
abolished the Popish Religion , cannot be otherwayes al-
tered but by ane equal power swith that from whence
they had their being , Kung and Parliament, who

aggreeing, no more prejudge the publick in order te
Heaven, then they did before, that being only acci-
dental and extrinfecal tothe (ubflance of Religion, by
which alone » and not by formes or ceremonies, men are
10 be faved. What? are there no material and high-
ly momentuous doctrinal differences betwixt Pa-
pifts and Proteflants? As about the Pope his airo-
gantly claimed & Ufurped univerfal, Civil, & kc-
clefiattick fupremacy , whereby he takethon him

! totransfer Kingdomes, todepofe Kings and kEm-

perors, and to loofe {ubjeéts from their fworn
alleadgences to them; to interdi& as toall {a-
creds, andonthe matter to excommunicat, not
only particular perfons the greateft erowned
heads not excepted, but wholl Chriftian King=
doms at his pleaiurc, none being warranted to
fay, what, or why doeftthcu ¢ Andall this as.
Chrifts Viccar on earth, whereas indeed he is
the Arch-enemy of Chrilt, even that dntichrift

. to whom all his charadlers afligned by the A poftl-

el TR e

es Paul and Yehn , doe molt exactly and punctual-
lyaggree. About his fondly fancied infallibility,
times and wayes cut of number ro the conviétion
of the World , not only fallibilized ; but grofly
falfified and belied 5 as for inftance undenyably
appears in a matter of very great moment, 1o wity
the different tranflation of the old vulgarlatine

o * 5 Bible
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Bible by Pape Sixtusthe fifth, and by Pepe Clement
theeight, fome three years only interveening be.
twixt the one and the othert; each of which
tranflations, isin the preface or bull thereto pre-
fixe, declared to beauthentick and obligatory of
the whole Chriltian World , toownthefame as
fuch ; the printing or publifhing of any other
tranflation, being under the paine of the greater
excommunication feverly difcharged ; aad yet
thefe two tranflations, are not only in a multi-
tude of places, upward ofathoufand, different
the one from the other, but in many exprefly
contrary theonetotheother; f{o that the Popes
pretended infailibility , doeth infallibly prove
fallible, and falls down flac ; for if the one of
thofe tranflavions be infallibly true , the othes
mult needs be infallibly falfe, eor if they Thould
ftill fay, which it feems they cannot have the
effrontry to doe , that they are both infallibly
true, then their Popes will nor only be made in-
fallible, but (if it did notinvolve 2 blafphemous
repugnancy) fuperomnipotent , by attributing
to them a power to make, moftreally, plainly,
and palpably contraditory propofitions true at
once (So that we need not henceforth wonder,
that their Canon-laww ftileth the Pope, Our Lord
God the Pape) ; befides that feveral of thefe pre-
tended infallible Popes, have by the publithed
confeffions of their own writers ; been found

refpeQivly

-+ See Mir, Thomas James bis Bellum Papale, and bis
Defence thereof. ;
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i relpectivly guilty of grofleft Herefy , Simony,
a Perjury , Adultery , dodomy , Necromancy ,
, Sacrificeing to 1dols and Devils, and of other
. moft vile and abominablevillanies ; yea, their
. great Champion Baronius at the year 897; ex-
prefly {ayeth, thatfor the fpace of ane bundred and
fifty yearsuagither , the Popeswer ratber Apofats then
Apofiolicks , and that they wer thruff into the papai
¢hairy by the power of harlots , and by the violence of the
Princesof Tufcany; which Sandy fundation of al-
ledged infallibility being overturned , all the
rotten and totzering fuperfiruCture of his falfe
do&rinesrear’d vpthercon, as fo many caftles of
come-downe, wult needs fall to the ground; It
isindeed a wonderthat any rational man should
havethe confidence to own fuch a fancie, but a
greater wonder that any profefling himfelfe tobe

a Chriftian, should make it a grand article of
his belizffe , and a bafis of the cternal falvation of
his immortal foul ; alace ! its to be feared that
ane evil confcience cauterized , and {fome predif-
pofition to Atheifme, arewithmany, thegreat
indu&ivestoit. About the authority of the fa-
cred dcriptures, which they will have wholly as
to us, to depend upon the authority of the
Church, thatistofay atbottome, of the Pope,
blafphemoufly alleadging , that the authority of
the Popeisabave the authority of the Scriptures, that
10 book 5 nay, nor chapter in the whole Bible , isto
be heldfor canonicaly withont the Popes authority , and
that the authority of the Scriptures is no more 10 be

: valued
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yalued then Zfops Fables ks anleffe it swer for the
Teflimony of their Church. And about the perfeCtion
and per{picuity thereof in all things neceflary to
Salvazion , which they endeavour'to difgrace,
by theimpiousimputations of imperfedion and ¢b-
feurity, calling them a Black Gofpel, Incken Divi-
nity, and a Nofe of Wax *. Abeut the necefliry
of unwritten traditions in matters of faith., as
proceeding from the fame divine authority, and
to bereceived with the fame divine beliefe, and
under the fame paine of divine wrathand damna-
tion, that the divinely and infallibly infpired
Scripturesare; For the Councel, or rather cauflefly
curfing Conventicle s at Trent , fayeth , thatthey are
10 be received with the fame reverence. About the
unwarrantablenefle of tranflateing the Scriptures
into vulgar languagues,and of the peoplesreading,
of them , in point blanck-contradiction to the
Scriptures themfelves ; and whatever be pre-
s&ended,mainlyintended to keep them ftillin grofs
ignoranceof divine Scripture-truths, and 1nut-
terincapacity to dilcover, detaffe, andabandon
their abominableerrors; and how darthe people
prefume to readtheScriptures? Since his holi-
nefle Pope Innocent belloweth out like a bealt this
fine infallible interpretation of that Scripture,
anent the beafts not touching the mountaine
whereon the Law was given, This mogntaine (fa!ith"
e)
+ SeePighius de Hier. Eccl. 1ib. 1.cap. 2. Prieriu)s
- bis dialogues againft Luther. See Greg. 7. Di. ig
. Conc. Rom. Ste Hermannus, ) .
¥ See Pighius ibid. [ib, 3. ¢ap. 30

L
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he) which muft not be touched by the beafls, 1sthe bigh
and hely Scriptures s which-the unlearned mufl not
read : And their Do&ors commonly affirme , that
the People mult not be {uffered to read the Scrip-
tures, becanfe forfooth , We st not give bely
thingsto dogs, wor caft pearlsbefore fwine: fuch ac-
count make thefe Paltors of the people , as to
rank them amongft beafts eventhe vilelt ofthems
dogsand{wine; which fayeth, {uchPaltors are
fitterto feed and keep dogs and fwine, then to
feed and watch over rarional men and women
that have immortal fouls: Andoneofthem, 4l-
phonfus de Caflro , aflerts, that from the reading of the
Scriptures, all herefies come ; though this hathbeen
ordinarly more through the fault of learned men
then of the common people, and in neither,
throughany faulc of theScriptures; Theyarefo
mad angry at the tranflation of the Bibleinto vul-
gar languages 5 that {ome of them have boldly
belched out this blafphemy s That peoples being per-
mitted 10readthe Bible, wastheinvensionof the De-
vil * ; there is ane Englifh Famphler printed
Anno 1663. intituledy The Reconciler of Religions,
that hath thefe horrid words, pag. 41. The
proreflant Bible is no more the Word of God 5 then
3s the Alchoran or Efops Fables 5 1t is a Diaboli-
cal invention 5 and a [acrilegions inflrument to
decerve and damne all [uch poor foules as beleive
it s and therefore worthy to be bufynt with fire
#1 the midle of the merket at noone, andlet all the
People

* See Pereﬁug.
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People fay Amen o fo beis. About juftification by
works and inherent righteoufnefle, and not by
the imputed righteoufnefle of Chrift ; whereby
finners have accefle to boaft and glory, asbeing
made their owne immediat faviours, and to offer
afalfe {acrifice which God will never accept of,
to the great dishonour of the alone Saviour Jefus
Chrift. About the poffibility of not only fulfilling
the Law perfe&lyin this life,tho the whole Scrip-
tures , theuniverfal experience of all ages , and
mens own con{ciences reclaim;but of out-doeing
the Law, and doeing more then it requireth or
oblidgeth men unto , by their works of fuperero-
gatione 3, whereby they think to oblidge God, and
to merite from him not only for themfelves, but
for others alfo, and whereby they will needs have
the righteoulnefle of one {upererogating Saint, to
be imputed to other perfons s and hold this fora
very real truth , while in the mean time they flout
at the imputation of Chrifts meritsand righteouf-
nefle, as but a putative and meerly imaginary
thing, f{o great is the ftrength of judicially in-
fatnating delufion. About antifcriptural , irra-
tional , nonfenfical y and monftrous Tranfubffan-
tiation,whereby they will have the bread and wine
in the Eucharift tarned , and that by the Prieft
whenand asoften as he pleafeth, into the very
body and blood of Chrift , andf{owill have him,
whom the Heavens muft receive or containe till
the time of the reftiturione of all things, to be

corporally or bodily prefent therein, and thatin
'_thOI-! '
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thoufands of places at once, asto his whole body;
and fo tobe chewed with thetecth, digefled in
the omack , and fent forth into the draught of
the profainelt wretches that participat of that Sa-
crament; yea, it may be, to be eaten by mrce
and rats , terrible tobe once but thought of. And
their abominable unbloody facrifice of the Mafs,
offered dayly for thefinnes of the Living and of
the Dead, highly derogatory unto that one pro-
pitiatory and Juftice-attoneing bloody facrifice,
offered up once forall unte God by Jefus Chrift
the great high Prieft , on the golden Altar of his
divine nature, by which facrifice he hath per-
feGed for ever them that arefan&ified. Aboue
the Sacraments conferring grace on fuch as re-
ceive them by the verydeed done; and the ne-
ceflity of a right intention in the adminifirator
of them, notonlyastothefruitand effet, but
as to the validity and very being of themn ; where-
by not only their Opus eperatum is overrurned, bue
moft things in popery as fuch , namely their
Tranfubftantiation , and facrifice of the Mafs,
nay the very Papacyitfelfe (as fomeof theirown
noted writers feem to be convinced {)are render-
ed utterly uncertaine; and in truth nothing left

cerraine

t SeqPuteanus, who'in 22.4. 1. art. 6. seachesh thar
it is not abfolutly of faith s that ehe exiftrng Pope
{v.g.) Paul the 5th isthe true Vicarof Chrift, and
Succe(for of Peter, becaufe it fuppons swo propofitionsy
Paul 15 bapsized (N. B.) and Paul is canonically
elected 5 neisher of sbich is abfolutely of Fairh.
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certaine among them but this, that there isane
uncertainty of moft, if not ofallthings. About
their halfe-communion, whereby; on moltfrivo-
lous and foolifh reafons, fuch as their fearleaft
{ome of the wine or blood as they call it, should
remaine on the Laiks beards or muftachoes, they
{acrilegioufly rob the people of the cup, molt ex-
prefly contrary to Chrifts allowance thereof on
thetn , inthe divine unalterable inftitution of that
moft precious ordinaace, appointed for the {pi-
ritual nurishment of his people. Andtheabfolute
necefliry of baptifine in orderto falvation ; wher-
by ali the Children of them whobeleive no other

lace that fouls departed goe toafterdeach but
Heaven or Hell, are for the meer want thereof ;
tho neither negleéed nor contemned by the pa-
rents (for of {uch contempt or neglect the in-
fants themfelves are incapable) are moft cruelly
damned to Hell fire for ever, About purgat?),
ameer fableand figment, butindeeda very {e
viceable fire for the Popes Kitchine ; whereby
thealone, purely, and perfeétly purging vertue
of Chrifts precious blood,is mightily difparadged.
And about the Popes pardons and indulgences
(or rather emulgences or purfe-milking and emp-
tying devyces) oftered toall whowill give mo-
ney for them on their faying of fo many Ave Ma-
7p’s , and Pater-noffets , and doeing other fuch
poor, childish, and foolish faites; and manyeft
tothem that give moft money , but utterly de-
nyed to thofe poor wretched foules that have no-

thing,
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thing togive. About their praying publickly i2
the Church, ina language utterly unknown to
the generality of the common people ; whereby
he t hat fhould be their mouth to God 1s a Barba-
rian tothem, and theyincapacitat _to joine wicth
him underftandingly, or to give their aflent to
what he prayes; in plaineand palpable contradic-
tion to what is moft clearly and convinceingly
difcourfedin the Scriptureto this purpofe, About
praying to Angels and Saints departed , not
without deep and diflionourable reflections on
theinterceffion of Jefus Chrift our alone Medsa-
tor. And About prayirg forthe dead; who are by
death put into ane eternal unalterable {tate, and
fo fet quit wizhou:the reach of thebenefite of the
prayers of the living, About worfhiping ofimag-
es with religions and divine worfhip ; which
if any of them for {hame (hould deny , theirgreat
Angelick Do&or, Thomas of Aquint will give
themthelie, whoexprefly fayes, thatthefame
reverence is given to the Image of Chirift, which
isgiventohimfelfe, and becaufe Chrift is wor-
fhiped by the worship Latria (which is the higheft
worship) his image therefor is to be worshiped
with the fame worship Latria ; he affirms the like
of worshipgiventothe croffe of Chrift, or'the
Crucifix of whatever mateerit bemade. Andon
the matter About the obligation of the Second
Command, which becaufe it cannot be bowed
nor bended , no not by the plenitude of the Popes

*% power

& See Thomasn3.q.25. A, 35 4 '
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power, topatronize not.in the lealt to favour
their grofly Idolatrous image-worship , they will
.need: not only breakit, but dash it quit out of
the decaloguein defpice of the great Law giver,
who hath{o vexed and confoundsd them by that
Command, thatthey cannot evitethedint of it;
and hath involved them into fuch a Labyrinth
that they cannor extricat nor bring themfelves
out of i, no not by the clew of the {fmaleft Spun-
threed ot rheir moit {ubtile diltin&ions, Aboue
the apoftacy of theSaints, and the uncertainty
of their Salvation, the very cut-throats of the
comfort thatis allowed by Jefus Chrift on them
that unfainedly beleive in him; and abcut many
moe weighty things, Areall chefebut Ceremonies
and Circumjlances in Religion? Can the man be
{o grofly ignorant asto think {o, or {o wickedly
prejudicat tofay fowhen hethinks otherwayes ?
Are all the very tubftantial differences berwixt
Proteflanifme and Popeiythus dwindled away into
mere Modes, and Circumflances, Formes, and Ces
remenics® Andshall welook on the great multi-
tuds of Proreffants , who on the {ole account of
their Religion have been putt to {o many,various,
exquifit tortures and molt crueli deaths , as 2
company of filly shallow-pated ridiculs, rather
to be pitied then as paterns to be imitated, who
knew not how to diftinguish berwixt che fubflance
and mere modes and circumflances of Religion, but
would needs injudicioufly and foolishly throw
-away their lives 5 burne quick, and run them-

- Afelves
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felvesinto fo many extreme fufferings, for their
obftinat adhering to modes and circumflances ot Re-
ligion, whereinthe fubffanceof it was not at 2l
concerned , nor fo much as trench’d upon or
touched ? God forbid that we should dar, efpe-
cially at fo high arate, to offend againft, and
condemne the generation of , thefe righteous
perfones , who overcame by the blood of the
Lamb, bythe wordoftheir Teftimony, andby
not loveing theirlives unto the death ; or fuffer
ourfelves to be whidled into fuch afinifter and
perverfe beliefe of thefe witnefles and wor-
thies , of whom the world was not worthy,
and that upon the bare and unproved affer-
tions s and maligne whifpers , of this truck-
ler after, and trafficker for, Reme; whe, yet
if ye will truft him, neverwas, norislike tobe , ad=
diéled to Popery , heis not furebut he maybe, and
who I pray tl{at is not over eredulous will beleive
him, or any other man of his Kidney , thatlookes
at all differences betwixt Proteflantsand Papifts , as
matters of mere Mode, Circumflance, and Cere-
mafry, but that he will be eafily prevailed with 4
to forgoe the one and to embrace the other Reli-
gion, both being in his account the veryf{ame
for fubflance, if efpecially by the change he may
come to a litle more fubftance in the world?

However,{ince fuch induftrious endeavours are
ufed todifparage, difgrace; and, vilifie {ufferers
and Martyres E)r the Proteftant Religion, andto

make litleand light of all the great and weighey
xE 2 diffes
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differences betwixt Proteftani{me and Popery »
1t should alarme, as with found of trumpet,
vour La: andall found and upright hearted Pro-
teltantsin Scotland, to ronze ourfelves, and by
all futeable , fiolefle , and warrantable wayes
earncitly to contend for the reforined Proteltant
Religion, the very faith onceforall delivered by
Jefus Chrift and his Apoftlesto theSaints , (Ifay
the veryfaich fo delivered , becaufe we reformed
Proteitants heartily own all the doétrine oftaith
contained in the facred Scriptures, and own no-
“thing as neceffary to be beleived or practifed in
order tofalvation, that is not contained there,
eitherinexpreffewords, orthat is not deducible
therefrom by genuine, unconftrained, and ne-
ceffary confequence) that hath been fignally
{ealled from Heaven by the converfion, edifica-
tion, and {alvatione of multitudes of fouls 3 That
hath been confirmed by the futferings & deaths of
many thoufands of Martyresthorrow the world,
and of not a few in thefe Kingdomes ; That faith
for which our noble and renowned Anceftors did
1o firenuoufly ftrive and wreftle , by all lawful
meansand wayes , that the {fame might be handed
down tous; Andwhich Gedandthey havecom-
mitted to our truft and cuftody asa moft precious
depofitum, oblidging us under all highelt paines,
even of his erernal serathand curfe, that we en-
deavour to tran{mit the {fame inteirand untainted
to them that shall come afterus; And that faith
which we are withall by {olemne ingadgements ,
taken
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taken on before God and the World , indifpen-
fibly oblidged to maintain, profeffe, avouch,
and bear teftimony unto , at any rate or ha-
zard , as we are called to it , It being indeed
the true glory of a teltimony , to give it when
God calls foritin the face of danger; L et us there-
fore be prevailed with, and perfwaded by all
thefeand other {fuch confiderations, earneitly to
contend for this faich, . and to ftand faft in the li-
berty wherewith Chrift hath made usfree, that
we be notagaine intangled witt the yoke of Aari-
chriftian bondage. And that we may thorrow
grace, bethebetter difpofed and capacitated to
doefo ; We wouldendeavour; 1. Thorrowly to.
know, androbewellacquainted with, the prin-
ciples of the Religion which we profefle, that
we may be able and ready alwayes, with meek-
nefleand fear, toanfwerevery onethataskethus
areafon of our faithand hope 5 even to haveour
loins gire about with the truta. 2. We would
feex to befully aflured and petfwaded of the in-
failible truth and divine authority of the {acred
Scriptures wherein our Religionis contained,and
that from the inward work of the Spirit of &od
bearing teltimony thereofunto ourSpirits accord-
ing to the Scriptures. 3. We would yet more then
ever endeavour to receive the love of therruth,
or to receive the truth in love, for thenegle&
whereof many have been, and moe, if God pre-
vent not, wiil be,given up toltrong delufionto
beleivelies, 4. We would covet earneitly o feel

** 3 the
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the power and more and yet more of the power
of our Religionupon our hearts, captivating us
toits obedience, and mightily influenceing our
practice toane univerfal exa& conformity to it,
that no part nor poin: of thetruthmay be derain.
edin unrigh:coufneffe, nor.made, as it wer, a
prifoner of, byfettingaguard of corrupt affec-.
tions about ity not fuffering it to lock out and
{hew itfeltein our practice. 5. We would ftudy
to be and abide near God , not only to make {ure
on good grounds, that we who wer {fometime
far off, are now made nigh through the blood of
Chrilts crofle as to our ftare , but by all appointed
means to endeavour to draw nigh as toour frame,
difpofition, andwalk, (foi thoughit beimpof-
fible that there can beany drawing nigh to God
in refpeét of frame w ere the diftance of ftate
semaineth (till, yertheremaybe, asmany dole-
ful experiences of the daints put beyond all reach
of debare, great diftance of di(pofitionand frame
where thereis nearnefle of [tate) that we may
hear this to be the unanimous voice of ali the oc-
curring providences ofthefe dayes 5 tharitsgood
forus that wedraw nighto God ; 1t was fure al-
wayes good but never better, alwayes neceffary
but never more neceffary then at fuch a time,
wherin diftance from God , ufually attended
with darknefle and deadnefle, is {ingularly d2n-
gerous and portends fadly. 6. We would endea-
your to have the honour and glory of Jefus Chrift
much endeared to our hearts; To have, and to

| | keep
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keepup, ahighandfuperlative efteimeofhimas
tranicendently and incomparably precious, and
of the worth and excellency of our Religion, as
coming from him, as conforming us to hisimage,
and as difpofing and fitting us for the enjoyment
of him; that in comparifon of theexcellency of
the knowledge of him , by and according to
Scripture-Religion which we profeffe, allthings
in this world , pleafure , profit, and honour,
may 1n our efteime be degraded,and detruded into
the very loweft degree of bafeneffe and vileneiie,
evento be accounted but as loffe and dung; which
will notably predifpofe to part with, forgoe, and
a&tually to {utfer the lofle of them, when any of
them or all of thems togither shall prefume to
compare or come in competition with the excel-
lency of Jefus Chrift , and of the Chriitian re-
formed Proteftant Religion : This is a time,
wherein ail thelovers of Chriftand of their Reli-
gionamongft us , arein ane efpecial mannercall-
ed to have {uch a low efteime of all thefe things
in this competion, to cry down the market and
tolet the pricesof themfall, to {itt very loofe
of them, tobeverydenyed to them, andtobe
readyonacall toletthemallgoe, when wecan-
not brooke themand Chrift and our Religion to-
gither, 7. Wewould fettourfelves down with
greater and more grave deliberation thenever,
10 connt what Chrift and our Religion may cofte
us; And tothis purpofe we would caftup (to{ay
fo) the Kings Book of Rates, the Book of the

| ' *X 4 holy
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holy Scriptures, that there we may {ee what all
¢ e followers of Chrift are moft exprefly called
to lay their reckoning with the loffe of , for his
andthe Gofpels fake, and what Chrift and the
very {ame Religion which we profefle , hath
cofte many of the Saints recorded there; We
would alforeview, as we have accefle, humane
writing s concerning the many various, great, and

reivous loffes and {ufferings of the Martyres of
Jefus, for him and for our Religion , that we
may thence further fee what they havebeen put
to expend on that roble and non-fuch account,
who yetall reckoned their greateft expence and
cofteinfinitly below the worth of the caufe for
which tiey wer put toit; We have generally
hicherto, and that for a confiderable time , held
and pofleffed our Religion at mighty eafy and
cheaprates , it hath cofte us but very litle; It
may be, yea, its probable that the rateswill be
vaifed, thatthe marketwill beup; Whick calls
aloud on us to fitt down ferioufly and {obe:ly
and connt the cofte , whither we will be abie to
finifh and goe through with our undertaking , and
that thorrow the neglect and defect of {uch pre-
vious deiiberat reckoning, we be not with the {ur-
prifing and unexpeéted change and cofte puttte

ive over in the mideft of our work, and fo expofe
ourfelves to be the objes of the {corne and de-
rifion of all obferving paffers-by. 8, We would
beleivingly take Chrilts bond and obligation , for
his gracicus and free compenfing of all Joffesthat

fhall”
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fhallbe honeftly undergone for his and the Gof=
pelsfake, evenaneHundred foldin this prefent
time as to whatisinfinitly better then that which
is lofte, and life eternal in the world tocome;
with the comfortable claule non obflante perfecu=
tione, with or notwithitanding of perfecurione,
and to shew that heis not complementing fincere
{ufterers for his fake, by giving them this his-
bond for upmaking of their lofles, nor putting
ane emptie {poone 1nto their mouth, but fpeaks
his very heart to them, he hath ordered the re-
cording or regeltrating of it by three of his Evan-
gelifts , and in every drawght of it (which is
worthie obfervation) he hath prefixed a grave af-
feveration, verely ; O ! highly valid, good, and
{ufficient fecurity, given with fuch fincerity by
foinfinitly Refponfal a perfon, whom God hath
trufted as great Surry and Cautioner for the debt
and duty of all the eleét , who can never breck or
be unable to pay hisdebr ; And whois willing his
people should beleivingly, prayerfully, and hum-.
bly fue him, in the court of Heaven for imple-
ment of his bond for compenfation , and will
never refufe the debt, nor will he {uffer his bond
to ly untaken up, nor will hetake it up cill he hath
compleatly payed all that he hath moft freely be=
come debitor for by his bond and obligations
Andwhen that shall be done, thenfure, all lofles
for Chrift and the Gofpel , for true Religions
fake, shallbe fully, fuperaboundantiy, and to
ane infinit overplus , madeup. ¥

. X% g Madam,
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Madam, Iamthe moreincouraged to addrefs
the dedication of thefe few Sermons on this
fweer , ferious, and {avoury fubje& toyour La:
thar 1 know you willread them concernedly, as
will alfo your honourable Husband Sir Roder: doe;
asbeing , through grace, moreimmediatly con-
tributive towards his excitment and upltirriog, to
make ready for his quickly approaching diffslu-
tion, walking now betwixt threefcore and ten
and four{core years, the outmott ordinary boun-
dary fixed by God in thefe laft ages of the world
for the continuance of the short life of man; I
know he readeth much, would to Godthat all
the Gentlemen in Scetland old and young , gave
themfelves as much, when not otherwayes ne-
ceflarly and {uirably avocked 5 toreading of pro-
firable and edifieing bookes as he doeth ; they
might, through hisblefling, be much more ac-
complished both men and £ hriftians, andagreat
deal more fitted to ferve their generation, ac-
cording to the willof God, in their refpettive
capacities and ftations. That you borh may be
Lelped of God, tolive more and more fo as you
may have the well- grounded, lively, and foul-re-
freshing hope of dicing the blefled death of
them that dicin the Lord, who reft from their
Iabours and whofe works follow thea s is the ve-
ty ferious defire of Madans

Y our La; very much obliged Servant,
Faly and hearty Well-wifher in the Lord

168 1. . C.
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Chriftian Reader.

Anyand various are thevi¢ilTituds and changes,

-0 which fin hath fadly fubjeé&ed us poor, tran«

fient, irinerary , miferable Mortals, grieving,
groaning, dwining, and decaying nothings; the Reires’
ward ot all which changesis at length brought up by
Deach , thac laft , grear , and vaitly momentuous
change , which putts a final period to all the changes
that fhall ever befal us in this world ; and whereby
every one of us without exception of fexe, age, de-
fcent , degree » calling or capacity , will be putintoan
. eternally unchangeable ftate of happineffe or of mife=
ry: If fo, thenfureitis very fad, and never enough
tobe lamented , 1f it werg with teares of blood , that
men and women who haverational and immortal fouls
endued with a difcurring faculty , and capable of eter-
nal happinefTe in the enjoyment of :30d , and of etera
nal milery in feparation and deftruction from his
prefeace , thould for moft part, fo much abftraét from
the ferious thoughts of that moft mportant change s
followed with folong a train of everlaftingly cencera.
ing confequents , and in their retired meditations, take
{o few turnesin this long gallery of Eternity ; Asif all
that che divinely infpired Scriptures fay of 1, and that
many every day experience the truth of, were ameer
Romance, or cunningly devifed fable: And yet not.
withftanding Death is moft incontrovercibly certain,
all men being by Divine appointment concluded un-
der aneceflity of dieing; which appointment taketh
in not only the infallible certainty of the cthing, but
the determination of the precife time, when, of the
place, where, and of the manner, how ; whither by
aviolent or natural death, whither by a more fudden
and {urprifing , or by a mor¢ lent and lingering » dc;_th:'
‘ or
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For our simes are in the hand of the Lord s the years,
moneths , weeks ; dayes, and moments of them, with
all their incident changes and revolutions are at his
ditpofe ; Thereis anappointed timeto man on earth, he
bath desermined the times befor appointed 5 the times -and
feafons are kz?cd in the Father’s owne power ; our dayes
dredesermimed , the number of our Meneths iswith him
be ba:h fett bounds tous which we cannot tyanfgreffe: There
is no peilibility of circumduceing the day prefixed to
the continuance of our life by his apporntment (which
is not at all gainfaid by what the Pfalmift taych of bloo-
dy and deceatful men , that they fhall not halve, or
live out halfe their dayes, that is, they fhall often
not live halfe or near {o long as they mightaccording to
the ordinary courfe of nature, or not halfe or near fo
long as they defired , defigned , 2nd expected; or, they
fhall becutt off in the throug of t:eir buffinefle, and
in the midf? of their proje&s and d:fignes ; nor by that
fentence of death of 2 difeafe mortal 1n 1ts own nature,
denounced againft King Hezekia, and the addition of
1§. years to hislife, which imports only the crange
and reverfeof a tacitly conditional commination and
fentence(as in that againft the Ninivits,and that againt
Abimelechin the matter of Sarai) but no change at all
of Gods purpofe and decree, who is not as man that
he fhould repent, whofe counfel ftands and with whom
thére is no variabienefle nor thadow of turning » who
had decreed in his eternal purpofe the drawing forth of
Hezekias lite that length , and riad by his decree infal-
libly enfured the performance of the condition,to witt,
Hezekias prayisg 5 humbling himiclfe, and roufeing
up of himielfe yet more to the ferjous ¢xercife of God-
linefle, and his ufeing prefcribed means for the reco-
very of his health ; Nor is it gainfaid by any other
feriptare rightly underftood ;. So thatit{feemes to be
(tofay noworfe} Atheologick, and no thing confen-
dent to Divine-Scriptare-di&tats , pofitively and per-
‘ - emptorly
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emptorly to deny that the outmeoft terme and period
of this mortal life is unalterably fixed in the eternal
puroofe of God : It being very unreafonable to fub--
ftrac and exempt fo concerning ahd important a tiing
asthe laft terme of man’slifes orthe piecife time of
his death s which in the Scripture. is by way of emi.
nency above and beyond al! other ehanges called .His
Change » even that whereby he fleps over the border of
time 1nto eternity » from the foveraigne influencgeof
his decree and of his Providence that doth moft vii-
lantly and accuratly infpet the infruftrable execution
thereof; fince they reach the leaft momentuous and
moft minute things, even the numbering of our haires,
and che falling of a fparrow to the ground. Befide,
whatever is or can be faid againft this , feems with
equal firength to militat againft the immutability of
the divine purpoles and decrees dtout the everlafting
ftate of men ; and toinferras great an uncertainty of
the later as of the former. And indeed it 1s worthy
Obfervation that thofe who moft violently maintain
(I fay moft violently ; becaufe I know there are fome
otherwayes Orchodoxe who demurr inthis) that the
terme of humane life is unfixeds mutable, and ambula-
tory, everinthe eternal decree and fore-knowledge.
of God, as well as it is contingent and uncertain in
refpet of natural and fecond caufes, do allo patro-
nize and peremptorly plead for the murability and
conditionality (fer bothcome to the fame amount )
of God’s decrees about men’s fpiritual and everlafting
ftate , making him either dayly to 2cquire new know.
ledge , though knowne to him be all his workes
from the beginning , oratleaft ro be doubtfuland ir«
refolved in his purpofes till new emergents arifing
from an uncontrolled and felfe-governing Free-wil
caufe him take new meafures and refolutions : Which
is a do&rine juitly exploded by all cruly Orrhodoxe
Divines, as being unworthy of 5 and injurious to , the

infinitly
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infinitly wife and abfolucly fupreame Governour of
the World ; And as haveing atendency (however it
may be honefted and plaiftered over with {pecious and
fplendid pretences of fomewhat elfe: to narrow and
limic the foveraigne dominion and will of the infinit
Majefty of God the Creator, that the will of the
finit and feckleffe Creature may have the greater
fcope and latitude of liberty ; which yet is no li-
berty indeed , wor worthy the name of liberty ;
M@aufe it is not that wherewith the Son of God
makes frec: And to take the crowne of the glory of
the converfion and falvation of finrers off tie head
of free grace, and to fett it moft {acrilegioully on the
head of cheir own Lord Paramount Free-will : And in
‘downe right contradi&ion to the Scriptures of truth,
to make poor man proudly boaft, thac itis not God,
but he himfelfe, who hath made him to differ from
-others ; and chat he is more oblidged inthe Matter of
his converfion and falvation to his own toward , trac«
table , gentle » courteous, complyant , and obles
quious Free-will, then to God’s decree of election,
and the efficacious, omnipotently fiveet > and {weetly
emnipotent , infallibly and neceffarily will-inclining
and determining > though not forcibly violenting , or
compulforily coadting, influence of foveraignly free
grace : 1f wantoaly curious, fupercilioufly infolent
tnmultuantly mutinous , corrupt humane Reafon (am-
bitioufly affe&ing to take up and comprehend the
great Abyfle, the thoarlefiz , botromlefle , and incom-
prehenfible Ocean of the Decrees and Providence of
God within ic’s ownelicle and fhallow cockle-fhell-
eapacity) would fuffer its felfe to befobered and be-
calmed intc a humble and juft confideration of things,
all thofe high and haughty realonings and debatings
:2gainft the unalterable fixednefle of the laft terme of
.mans natural life, and againft the immutability of his
Decreesin reference to their fpiritual and evcrl:}ﬂing
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ftate , would quickly be lec fall; for then it would
eafily fee tire great congruity , 2nd pleafing futablnefle
that isin {ubje@ing all ; and particularly the rational
Creatures being but derivar and borrowed bitts of
eing from taar firft fountin, and original being .
that being of beings, in all the events that befal themy
andin all their motions  aftings, and operations, ac«
cording to their refpective natures , entitatively , mo-
rally , or gracioufly good ; Andall the adheringmao-
- mucs , ataxies , and vitiofities of them ; to the Majefty
of themoft high God , as to his efficient produceing
of theone, and as to his permitting, bounding, or-
dering , and dire&ing of the other, to his owne holy
and blefled ends ; without being juftly chargeable
with any the leaft culpable acceflion to them ; whois,
by the moft abfolute perfeétion of his pureft nature,
infinitly removed from all poflibility of being reached
by any tin&ure or touch of pollution: It would alfe
fee clearly the moft profoundly and admirably wife
connexion , thatinthefe Decreesof God, and in the
execution of them by his all eye-providence, is or-
dered betwixt the ends, and all the feveral midfes
leading thereto ; it being evident beyond all hazard of
rational contradi@ion, that the boundary ofthe life
of Ahab , and of that unbeleeving Samaritan Lord
whowas trode to death in the gate of Samarias and of
our bleffed Lord Jefus himfelfe , was determinatly
prefixed , fince it was exprefly fore-told , as the
Scripture clears ; Andit is fimply impofiible that Di.
vine predictiones can prove falfe; And yetcheman
that fhot at Ahaba&ted treely in fodoing : Thofe who
trampled that Lord to deach were not forced by any ta
gather themfelves togither into fuch a croud, ortobe.
{0 reguardleffe of a perfon of honour; and the Murder.
ers of Chrift were not a whit the lefle guilty , thae
they did noching but what God’s hand and counfel de-
sermined befor to bedones ner yet did our Lcu'c:ih any
ing
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thing that was irrational-or foolifh, in ufing lawful
and fite means for iis owne prefervation, in fo frequent
retireing and hyding him(elfe from the jewes violence
as he did, though as the Scrip:ure often makes men-
¢ion s His bour was not yes come ; by which inftances it
js very clear, thatthe determinatnefic of the decrees
of God, dothno wayes violent or infringe the native
freedome of the wills of Men, nor yetisitany ex-
cufefor their fin, or encouragement to their neglect
of means, fince it is by the ufing rightly or neglecting
of thefe, that God caufeth hisunalterable decrees td
take their defigned effect. o

" As then it is moft indabitably certain, that we muft
die , fothe time for the continuance of our life and
dayes here , is very fhort s evenbutas an hand-breadih,
and our age as nothing befor bim 5 our dayes are fpent as a
salethas is told 5 they are as ashaddow on theearth 5 and
there isnone abyding 3 they are fwifter sthen a Poft they
flee away and fee nogood ; they are paffed away astbe fivift
Ships > as the Eagle that hafteth to the prey, they are
fivifter then a Weaver’s shutle;, ourlifeisevenasa vapour
that appeareth for alitletimes and shen vanisheth away ;
as a litle warme breath, that is turced inand out at
our Noftrils, which is very eafily and quickly ftopped.
The precife time alfo of che expiring of this breath of
lifeis however to God, to whom (as is faid) are
kno-vne all his works from the beginning, moft in-
fallibly certain) to us moft uncertain; death comes
_on us ordinarly , in fich an bour as wedonot thinkof ;
Tt comes on us as 4 thief in the night; We are now
ftrong and in good health; and on trie fudden we grow
~weak and ficken:Now we live, and by & by wedie, &
fee men no more in theland of the living. All which,
‘to witt, the certdinty of our death , the exceeding
brevity of our frail and brittlelife, withthe greatun-
certainty of the precile time of our dieing , do with
onc voice unanimoufly call aloud unto us ferioufly rcé
' i
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mind» and with all our might to make for ar other
life ; to make fure peace and friendfip with God
thorough the blood of Chrift’s croffe ; to fecure an
intereft inhim (the choice and wale of all interefls,
the only everlaftingly durable intereft, in comparifon
of which , all other interefts are but petty and
inconfiderable , to which they all ought to cede
and give place , and , as it weres to ftrick their
flag and lower their top-fail } by fincere clofing
with Jefus Chrift on his owne termes , and cor-
dially confenting to, andtaking hold of, the Cove-
nant of Grace; and to live fo as it becomes them,
who are very certain that we fhall die , and very
uocertain how long we fhall live : To endeavour
thorrow grace to bave our loines girded , to have our
affe&ions  as it were , truffed up that they may not
hang down and traileon the earth, and #o have our
lights burning » not only to make fure on folide and
good grounds that we have a ftock of habitnal
grace , but to endeavour to have it lively and vi-
gorous in its excercife s even as it were burning
into 2 flamme ; that we may be as men that wait
for the coming of their Lord 5 that in whatfoever
watch he fhall come , we may be ready to open to
him immediatly > even at the very firft knock, were
it oa a night’s, or a day’s, or an hour’s , yea,
were it but on 2 moment’s warning , having our
houfe ( to fay fo) in fuch order , and the fpirseuall
affaires of our foules fo well difpofed of , and in fo
good 2 poftour and cale, that we may not betaken
tardy or napping » nor be on the fudden fadly far.
prifed to our unfpeakable prejudice ; even to be in
that inoft defirable and delightful condition , that
to us to live may be Chrift 5 that the very principal
fcope and end which we propofe to ourfelves in
defising life and health, may be the honour and

¥5¥ glory
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glory of Jefus Chrift ; looking ac life with all che
external conveniencies and comforts of it , as but
litle valueable and unworthy to be defired were it
not mainly in order to this end: And then wemay
confidentfy and comfortably conclude , tHat death
wiienever » wherever , and hewever it fhould
overtake us, would be gain to us, by puting a final
and eternal period to all the remainders of indwell-
ing fin , to all tentationes to {in , to all defertion.,
and to all complaints and fears of defertion and
hydings of God’s face ; to all doubtings about our
gracious eftate and about our interef in God ; to
all feares of backfliding , and of offending, or of
giving offence ; to all trouble , forrow , {adneffe,
and fighing on whatfoever account ; to al! indifpo-
fition to fcrve, worfhip, and glorify God 3 to all
interruptions of fellowthip with him , and to all
fellowfhip that is but mediarand inparts ‘To all fru-
ful ignorance and imperfe& knowledge, or but a
part 3 Thefe great Theologues there read aH their
divimty without book , and without any the leaft
difieulcy in that beatifical immediat Vifion of God’s
face: And by uthering us in to that bleffed eftate,
wherein we fhall be fatisfyed with his likeneffe,
and that both objectively and fubjetively o -being
then admitted to fee him in himfelfe as he 1s, face
to face » even to full, immediar 5 2and never to
be interrupred fellowfhip with him ; and being

riviledged to fee him in ourfelves , perfeitly con-
?ormed to his image in holineffe according to Crea-
ture-capacity ; aad put in cafe to ferve hum there,
where his Servants ferve him as well as ever we
defired to ferve him in the beft frames we were
ever in , and in the beit houres we ever had on
earth in the moft countrenanced publick ‘ordinances,
or in the fweeteft fecrst duties of his ‘werfhip;
T . - ; Nzy:
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Nay, which is yee more, where we fhall ferve him
as well as ever he commanded us to ferve him, or
fhall defire us to ferve him . that fure will be in
fuch fpiritually noble fate as we never befor ferved
him while we fojourned here on -earth. Alace!
How few , how very few , how lamentably fcw
are there , even amongft the great muldtudes of
profeffing Chriftians , of pretenders to godlinefle,
and to the hope of that gain and bieffedneffc which
artends them that die in the Lord  who muke it
the great buffinefle of their life to live chus ¢ even
all the dayes of theiy appointed times to wait 1ill their
change come ; coveting and crying in przyer to God
that he would gracioufly andeffeGually foreach them to
number their dages » that they may apply sheir bearts rowif-
dome 7 How many are there that may at their death
fadly complain, as it is floryed of one Similis Cape
tain of the Roman Emperour Hadrian his Guard ;
who having lived long in the City and at Courr,
and having fome feven years befor his death. re«
tiered himfelfe unto a privat Countrey-houfe , where
he thought 4 it is like, he enjoyed himflfe more,
being freed from the avocations, difiractions, neife;
and cumberfome converfe of a Court-life 5 com-
manded that after his deach it fhould be written
over his grave , Hire lyeth Similis who was many
yeares 5 but lived only [even : How many Profeffors
of Religion are there , I fay , that may thus {adly
and forrowfully complain of themfelves when they
come to dic s Ah ! we have been many yeares 5
but have lived either none at all , or but very few
yeares : For that life that is not lived to God 5
and to the kopour and glory of Jefus Chniit, is not
at all worthy the denemination of life , fince we
are ail the time we live fo , buv dead while we
live 3 It is aftenithing to think thac Realonable

* 1 g Men
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Men and Women profetfing they have immortal
foules > living efpecially under the clear light and
{un-thine of the Gofpel, whodonot at all defigne nor
endeavour to live to God, nor to live the lite that
they now live in the flefh by the faith of the Sen
of God, fhould foolifhly fancy themfelves to live,
and fondly flatter themfelves in 2 golden dreames
that they fhall be well at death , and die in the
Lord, and fo be blefled with them that die thus;
who reft from their .Jabours y and whofe works
follow them ; who enter into peace and reft in
their beds » every one walking in his uprightnefle ;
O! fools Paradife ; O deplorable and damnable
delufion. Who ever therefor would be , (as 2ll of
us are unfpeakably concerned to be) undeceived as
to this {elie-murthering and foul-ruining grofle prac-
tical error and miftake, and ferioufly and fincerely
defire to live fo as they may have the well-ground-
ed hope of dieing in the Lord, and of being truely
blefled at and after their death; (without which it
had been much better for them never to have lived
4t all , or to have lived the life of brutes, even
of the moft abje&, vile, contemptible , and abo-
riinable brutes , which when they are dead are
done, annihilated; and gone) Let them diligently
perufe » and gravely ponder thefe few following
Sermons, and pray for the blefling of them ; The
Defigne whereof (excellently driven by the Author,
who did moft edifyingly and exemplarly, moftcon-
vinceingly and comfortably, live and diethus ) is to
re@ify fich miferable miftakes ; and to airth right
(which he doth bya mofiadmirably divine arte) to-
wards the only fureand fafe way ofidieing happily,

which is by living holily. - o
I doubt not , Chriftian Reader , of thy having
read feveral other Tradtats on this fubjet , but I
fuppofe.
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fuppofe thou haft hardly read any more folidly and fuc-
cin&ly , more pertinently » - powerfully , and punm-
gently writen, and withall , more futed to the va;
rious. cafes and conditions of all fosts of Readers,
then. this. As for-mé  while I was revifing thefe
Sermons , and making them ready. for the prefle,
1 was fometimes 5 as 1 flill 2am , made to doube (I
fhall not deny but my. litle acquaintancg with other
men’s writings may confiderably influence this doubt)
whither any ordinary Minifter of the Gofpel , hath
readily to this purpofe -handled fomany notable pur~
pofes to better purpofe feveral of them furprifing,
yet all of them clearly dependent upon , and native-

Iy confequent unto, oneanother in fo few words.
Read then this litle Book (whichis Mr. DU R-
HAMS , from whole pen or mouth , no thinge
hath nitherto dropped into the prefle , that hath
been unfavoury or unacceptable to the Churches of
Chrift) again and again , and digeft it well, and I
think { may with humble boldnefie fay, that if thou
fhouldft read nothing, elfe on this concerning fubject
but it, and what is writen thereof in the book of
the facred Scriptures, (whichinthis and all the other
purpoles treated of in it, doth infinitly tranfcend ail
the writings of the ableft and belyeft men in the
world) thon mayft, through God’s blefling » be fuf-
ficiently inftruéted thence > how to die the bleffed.
Death of them that die in the Lord, Now blefled eter-
nally be our bleffed Lord Jefus who by hisaccurfed s
but moft bleffed Death , hath procured all this Bleffed-
neffz that atzends and follows the death of them that
die in him; Who areall bleffed and fhall be bleffed in
defpight of the Devil , of the World , aad of the
Remainder of Corruption dwelling inthem tiil their
dieing day 3 He himfelfe hath pronounced the blefling
qathem, and whothall, whodare, whocanreverfe
it?
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it # They arzall blefled that live and die in the Lord,
and none but they; all true bleflednefe is entailed
upon, inproffed and maonopolized unto, this hono-
rable Society 3 Nota drahme.weight of it (to fay {o)
being to be fonnd all the World over befide ; What-
evér ignorant 5 deluded , and befooled men may
fancie to the contrary, That thou mayft be found
affociated with this bleffed Company, is the earneft
defite of : | '

Thy Servam inthe Gofpel

] C

SERMON



Pag. 1

SERMON L

OnRevel. 14.v.13.

e And I heard a voice from heaven,faying
untome s write, bleffed arethe dead
which die inthe Lord from henceforth:
yea, [aith the Spirit, that they may
reft fromthéir Labors; and their works
doefollow them.

' Hefe words are fingularly ufefull, material
EZ&J and momentuous in them{cives , and 1t 18
"‘{fé not for nought thae the Spirft of God puts
) fuch a mark on them, and thatafpeciall

commijfion is given to Fobn to write
them 3 we have therefor thoughe itmeit to {peak a
word of them beyond what we can ezfilie reachin the
leéture,they inciuding a rruch fo verie concerning to us
even theright way or diciog and the happines that fol-
lows them that dieinthe Lord ; Bleffednefic hachin all
ages beene thonght of and foughr afrer by men , though
alace many have fadly miftakenit, andthe way how
tocomeatit, hereisthe neireft ftep and doore to it,
eventodierightdy and well, and thatisto diein the
Lord.

That we may a litle open up the meaning of the
words we would confider that this verfe fett down by
way of tranfition coupleth the two 12ft parts of the
chapter togither ; for when Fobs hath fpoken ofthe
warneing and advertifement given to the world by the
A Miul«
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Minifters of the Gafpell , ere he come to denunce
Judgment for defpyfing of the preached Gofpell, thefe
{weet wo=ds are interjeéted by a voice from heaven,
writte fayes he 5 bleffed are the dead which dic in the
Lord e,

The icope of them then is this , fince there wer fad
and dooltull dayes coming and Judgments wer like to
be verie univerfall after Gods beginingto reckon for
defpyfing of the Gofpell , thathe may both fetr out
the greaznelle and terriblenefle ofthe Judgments and
comtorctie Godlie againft them , the Lord bids 7obn
writte downe this, thatnone who die o him neids 1o
be affrayed of them ; asif he had faid, though thef:
Judgments that are coming will be verie great and
thotigh many will beremoved and {weeped away by
them, and though withall the coming-calamities will
be fuchthat the Gadlie will be readie to think them
happy that wertaken away, yer notwithftanding,
all thefe that die in me are blefled.

There are 4 things confiderable in this verfe, 1. A
preface, 1 heard avoice fromheaven 5 faying unto me
wriste , importing the weightinefle of the matcerand
commitlion, foritisfeitfrom heavento Fohnand he
is bidden writte it, its 2 heavenly meffage f{ent by
Chr:fi to his Churchand evento his Church in thefe
tymes and dayes wherein welive. 2. A plaine max«
ime, conclufion, orgeneraildoétrinelaid downeasa
moft certainetruth » writte fayeth he 5 bleffed are the
dead which die in the Lord s regiftrar and record this
taverh Chrif, ic hes beene and fhall be a moftinfalliblie
certzine trath to the end of the world , letnever fo
many confufions come and let Kingdemes be turned
upfide down ,theyare blefled that die inme. 3. There
is a qualification of this truth not denying the uni=

erfalitie of it » butfeeming toapply it as elpeciallie
veritied in fuch a tyme , from henceforth 5 vea faith
she Spirip. \We cannot fo expone thefe words asif the
nca=
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meaning of them wer , that from the tyme oftheir
deach they are bleffed who die inthe Lord though that
be 2 truth, 1. Becaufe it agries not withthe {cope ,
thefe words being a diverfion relateing to this time;and
intended for a peculiar comfortto the Godlieagainft
the evils of Judgment coming in this tyme. 2. Be=-
caule it will not agrie with the particle here ufed,
from bence-forth or mow 5 (asitisinthe originall) to
expone it o, for then it would have beene faid, from
shenceforth , that is from their death forward 3 butic
is from henceforth 4 that is now in this fad time that
is coming;and it any should ask what thall be the {ingu-
lar happinefle that thefe fhall have whe after this time
thall die in the Lord # The anfwer may be drawen
from the reafon thatis fubjoined ; whichisthe 4 thing
in the text, that they may veft {rom their Labors and
their works doe follow them ; this implyeth a foeciall
toffeing and troublefome rime coming> and fayes chis
much, that its verie good to be in heaven ere that
time come ; and out of this reafon we may {eeathree~
fold refpe& wherein their happiaelle chac die in the
Lord isapplicable to this tyme, and they doeall agrie
tothefcope. 1. They are freed from much toffing
toill and trouble thac che futviving godly would beina
volved in who fhould have a hard & toilfome life of it
under the coming judgments (for the fcope is tofert
out che greatneffe of the approching judgments ) ; and
they are happy that are takea away from theevil to
come, as Solomon fayes Ecclef 412, I praifed the
dead which are zlreadie dead, mecre then theliving
which are alive » meaning they are freed from thefe
troubles vanities & vexations that theliving wer wait-
ed with ; they are (asif the Spirit had faid) treed from
a toillome and troublefome world , mere fo now and ac
this,time then at other times. 2. Theyare happiein
this refpe& that now when the Golpell s brocken out,
they die with mors c_gpﬁ,d;pceA being freed from f:hc
2 ear
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fear of puraatotie » being cleir o the matzer of their
falvation, and afluired of their goeing imicediatly to
paradyfe 3 and this is holden forth in the end of the
vords in that it is faid their works doe follow them ;
though they have no expedtation to reccaveany thing
by way of merit, yetit fhall be well withh them who
bave keeped 2 good conlcience, for they shall eat the
fruitof their doeings 5 as it 1s Hai. 3, for though Cod
give nor any thing to his people for their works, yet
he rewards them according to their works, fc propor=
tioning his procceding with them aspothing fhall be
found to have been done by them for him for nought;
and thisis a fpeciall part of their happinefle,, that they
fhali be freed irom the anxieiie that the darknefle of
thefe fuperfitious times keeped men under being
now cleired by thelight orthe Gofpell. 3. Compare-
ing this with werf. 11. they are dlefled that die now
in the Lord after life and immortality are brought to
lighe by ti:e Golpell ; becatfe they are freed from the
{croching hell that thefe gott who worfhiped the
beaft; now when the lightis come are they not bleffed
who die in the Lord and are freed from thar which
they would Lave mett with 1f they had notlived and
died in bim but in darkneffe and ignorance of him ¢
And fo the words fay » that when the Gofpell break-
eth forth men muft refolve to live and die in Chrift,
or to live and die in a more damnable condition then
thie heathens that lived before them without the
Goipell.
in this conclufion or generall doétrine we have thefe
three things implyed , 1. Something ccmmon to
all, and thatisdieing, goodand bad have that lot,
2}l mult die. 2. Thattnere is a difference in dieing
as o fome , though death be commoen to all, and
thaiistodiein the Lord, 3. Thatthere isa peculiar
¢ifuit or 2évantage to them that die with this_qualifi-
cation, and thet is happinefle or biefiednefle, and
| thele
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thefe two laft imply that there aremany who dienotin
the Lord, and that confequently they are accurfed
who nieither live nor die in him,

The generall doctrine is plaine and it greatly con=
cerns everie one to takenotice of it , it wer good that
this text wer ingraven in deep & legible charaéters on
our hearts that we may learn to reckon bleflednefle not
fo much from our life as from our living and dieing
jointly togither ; be what we willin our life if we die
not in Chrift there is a great lett and mancke in our
happinefle , acurfein ftead ofa blefling, and if this
indifpenfiblie requifit qualification be in it, it intitles
us to this bleflednelle , O therefore let thefe plaine
words and the necellity of the doétrine fpeak home
to you.

Firft thenitisimplyed here that there is a neceflitie
of dying lying on all s for whillitisfaid , Bleffed are
the dead thatdieinthe Lord , it fayes plainly thae there
is afort of dieing that is in the Lord , and afort of dy-
ing that is out of the Lord, and all fortsef men and
women die one of thefe wayes, as if he had faid,
would ye knoew who are indeed happie¢ Its notall
whedy, butfuchenlieasdiein the Lord; ye know
what deathis, weneed not defcribe it to you, and
ye are difpofed to think that this neads not to be prov-
ed that;2ll muftdy , and we wifh it needed no proof,
howeverfee 1, Heb.9: 27, Its appointed tomenonce
todizand Rom, §. whereitis faid, that death hath paf-
Jed upon all men and that dzath reignes over all men s
verf, 12. and 14. And 2. itis certane from the caufe
ofdeath, whichis finand Gods curfe for fin, death
is the wagesof fin» and where {inis as the caufe death
muft be as the effcét, yea 3. it may be confirmed
from neir Gooo years experience s wherain nene thac
have been borne thrughour all generations but they
havedied ; wefpeak not of thefe extraordinar exams-
ples of Enech & Elias who wer particularly and fingu-

A2 - larly
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larly by the foverainge dominion of God exempted
from death, neither will we fpeak of what the Lord
did to chem inthe place of death or for putting them in
capacitie to fuftaine immortalitie; Gods ordinary way
- of dealing with menis that which we are called o look
to, itseneugh that they have pute off mortality and
putt on immortalitie though we know not the manner
and way; but look on the race of mankynd andye
will find that the’e who lived longeft died at laftas
Adams Enos, Cainan » Mahalaleel , Fareds Gen. s,
294 Methufelab who though he lived nyne Hundreth
Sixtv and nype years yet died , and its faid Ecclef 8:8.
There isnomanthat hath power over the Spirit to retaine
it s neither hath be power inthe day of deash 1 and there
is o difchargein ehiat way - neither shall wickedneffe deli-
ver thofe thar ave givento it 5 there is no maa that hach
power to keep his foul in his body, thereis no dimif-
fion or forloffe in that war, no way to efcape death,
the profaneft man rhat putts death furtheft off from
him fhall not fhiftit;and feeing he takes it forgranted &
all generations have proved thetruth of it > we fhallin-
@ no furcher on the proof of it but come to the ufe.
Ute 1. Itferveth to fetleand fixe the impreflion of
the truch of this point deeply upon us, and withall to
reprove otir living fo much from under and without it;
alace we take generall truchs ordinarlie for granted,
buc as for any {utable ufe or applicaiion of them i our
r2&ice we live for moft part as if they wer uotruthes 3
we live as mortall in refpe& of feikneile, mfirmities
and Foares, but we live as immortall in refpeét of the
ftived thoughes of2 world to come;; let me therefor
»ofe vou in fober fadneffes how often doc ye think
ferioufly of dying ¢ When laid ye your reckoning fo-
Lidly or it 3 When defcended yeinto your hearts to
e how it would be with you at death? how often
have you made your teftament this way to fay io 2

z0d when tooke ye your leive and fare-well of the
thing
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things of 2 world and laid them fome way by , onthis
confideration that death will make a finall feperation
betwixt youand them # Take thefe two or three evie
dences that ye doe not indeed mind death and morta-
litie. ¥, The ftupid fecuritie we generallie live under
andour greatunwatchfullneffe{ayeth plainly that we
doe not -really mind death, if we wer thioking on
death would we be fo careleflein counting with God
and fo litle affrayed what will become of the immor-
tall foul , andlive asif there wer not a life eternall
and as thefe of the old world did who eated and drank
and oever, to fay fo, once altered their pace & Ah!
Is it not fo with the moft part now ¢ Deach lights like
a falcon out of the air on the moft part of men unawar,
becaufe this generall truth is not praétically beleived
there could not be fuch deep and fenflefle fecurity if
there wer ferious thoughts and reall beleif of dying.
2. The great earthly mindednefle and unfarizble covet-
ing and lufting after the things ofthe world as if men
wer perpetually toabyd withthem, clearly and con-
vinceingly fpeak out this; beleive me, {erious thoughts
of dieing would much wean and eftrange from thefe
things ; men alace{cek after a happinefle here intyme
as if they wer to have ane eternall aboad inthe world,
as that poori rich man in the Golpell did who brutithly
faid to his fonl , foul rakethee ref for thou baft miuch goods
Laid up for many years eat and drink & be mirry ; 1t men
wer on their wing looking for death, fure they would
not thus glute themf{elves with thele wordlie emptie
things , hugely difproportioned objelts for fatisfieing
the vaft appetite of ane immortal foul which by 1ts
cooflitution is elevated to the capacitic of anhappi-
neffe of ahigher and more excellent nature then thefe
things can pefliblie amount unto 3 take this then for a
palpable evidence of your Atheifme and unbeleifein
this concerning point , and let the thoughes of death
come in to bound and moderat your eager and inordi-

A ¢4 . nae
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nat perfute of the world, 3. Thegreat and intollera-
ble pryd and loftineffe of men and women is a demon-
{ration of this, if ye minded deathingood earneft and
belcived that it wer neir even atthe doore, and that
your breath is fnyour noftriles , it would make you
humble in your walking with God and in your coa-
verfeing one withanother. 4. Litle preparation for
dicing a+xd for the life to come, if there wer no more
fayes plainly and undenyablie that ye lay not death
ferioully to hearts whichifyedidye wouid be feeking
moic o lay up treafures in heaven and to be flitzing
(to fay fo) your affeétions thicher and towards things
above and to be cafting your anchor within the vaile.
Uie 2. In oppofition to the former {ecuritie and
ftupid unconceracdnelle Jet me befleech you to mind
this more ferioufly which is fo certaine & to rake more
painesto the prepareing of yourfelves forit, eternie
tie is long O valtlie and incomprehenfiblie long , hea-
ven and hell are matters of great unfpeakablie great
moment and confequence s when the mafteror good~
man of the houfeis (to fay fo) laid downe and hath
fhutt the door there wiil chenceforthbe no opening ;
its now your fummer 5 provyde O provyde for your
long winter itsill thrifreoleave that which is of great-
clt coucernment hindmoft , and to put over the fecure-
ing of voureternall ftate till the tyms of ficknefle &
doachs ve know notifever ye fhall gete advertfement
by any lcinthened difea’e 5 and ficknefle will have
much to doe with icfelfe , neither know ye but ye
may bz (hatched away in 2amoment on the fodden, and
Lolvive it, its 10 common thing to die well , andta
have death as the entrieand door to happineffe.
Therefore to ftirr youup ferioufly and timeoully to
mind dying that ye may not with the flugaard fay yera
Jitle fleep yet alitle flumber , and yet alitie folding of
the handsto fleep » whereby the foolis flaine, coufl="
er I. thac it wild oot be Dare wifl. ¢s that will make
: you



Sermon 1.
youdie well , Balaam had many fuch wifhes to die
the deach of therighteous and yet was nothing the bet.
ter of them , fpend not your dayes idlie, triflenot
away your tyme unprofitablie, for death is alwayes
coming on and will not ftay and wait for ydur prepara=
tion whenitcomes; feck therefore to be found ina
watchfull and praying frame , bleftis that fervant who
when his mafter comes is found in that poftour wait=
ing for the coming of his Lord and readie to opento
hiny immediatly (ot at the verie firft knock) as itis»
Luke 12. verf-36. O! Strangely Emphatick word !
2. Confider how few they are'who at death are readie
and how few they are who acdeath gett che libertie
and blelling to make themfelvés readie; fomel grant
as one theite on the crofle finds mercie , that none may
defpair , yet itsbutone thatnone may prefume, but
that all may be alarmed tolook well and watchfullie to
themfclves ; many will goe to hell no doubt wio will
feek to enter into heavenand yet will not beable, a
fort of whinging and youlling at death may be in verie
godlefle and Atheifticall perfons, becaufe they did
not begin in tyme to feek to enter > as the fcope of that
arable fheweth ; ifye heard the language of many in
hell. O! How would they to the life preach this
point ¢ -Bewar of dallieing and putting off the time
many that are there did ye hear them fpeak would rea-
dilyfay, O! That was our ruine_and did uudoe us ;
but if the word of God doenot affe& you, nor work
youup to the ferious confideration of this though one
fhould rife from the dead and preach to you, it would
9
not affec you to any advantage. 3. Confider that
the longer ye be of thinking on death it will be the
terribler when it comes , ferious and :utcable thoughts
of death before hand would dos much to mitgat the
terrour of it, but when death comes violently and
fuddenly on you and finds you fetled and fizten downe
in the world and will needs have you loofed and raifed
A S it
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it is in that cife indeed as the King of serrors ; whereas
if ye wer dieing daylieand by converfeing with death
came to have experience as it wer of licle deathes be-
fore handsthat weuld make death itfelf when it fhould
come much moze eafie, ifelpecially ye wer dieing to
our lufts and idoles, mortified tothe world and to
the things thatre in it death fhould have in chat cafe
but litle to doe when it came ; for it is the cleaving of
your hearts to thefe things and your being glued to
them that makes death fo terrible, forit will not tryft
nor treat, but fuddenly and inexorablic feperat you and
them. 4. Confider the longer ye be a begining to
mind your eternall ftate and to thick ferioufly of dieing
ve will havethe more to doe when death comies s O%
There ismuch work about dieing even to thefe who
have baen thicking on it ; how to geet faith in Chrift
right » how to gett themfelves rolled on the everlafting
covenant for falvation, how tobe in a patient calme
and compoled frame to incounter the terrors that ac=
companies death , how to be weaned from the world
and to have their affe&ions heavenly ; fure the longer
ye putt off ye will have the more to doe and will readi-
fie be the leffe able todos it 3 and isit wifedom thiok
ye  to lezve your greateft and moft neceflarie work to
-our laft » weakeft y and unficeeft time to goe about it #
Which ye alace is the lamentablie foolith , demen=
ted , ruefull, and foul-ruinng praftice even of many
hearers of the Gofpell ; thereis none of thefe things
but it muft be done before death or notat all ; what’s
in the bargane or buflinefle then¢ O what is init 2
1¢’s not ten or tuentie thoufznd years happin¢s ot mife-
rie but ane eternitie of happinesior miferie in the great=
¢t meafure and higheft degree that can be imagined ;
and fhould fuch a buffinefle be delayed and putt off ¢
‘And this iseven itin the Text by which dieing 1n the
Lordisfo much-commended,

Now before I clofe this Sermonletme fpeaka word
ta
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to what it is rodie in the Lord , which is holden forth
as the great and neceflarie qualification of them that
die with well grounded confidence and warantablie
expe& happineffe ; and there are three Scripture-phra-
fes that conduce verie much to the cpening upofit,
1. It tmplyes a being in Chrift as that word is,
2 Cor. §: 17, Ifanymanbein Chrift beis anew creature,
this holds out union with him by faith, when Chrift
openeth his armes and takes the foul in to himfelfe
which flieth to him clofeth with, and cleaveth to him
Iyke a graft that is imped in the flock, or Iykethe
manflayer fheltred in the crtie of refuge ; thisis the
firlt ftep and ground of happinefle and it hath with ita
new nature and anew life. The 2 phrafeis Gal.2:21.
Tlive yet not I bus Chriftliveth inme, andibelifethar I
now liveinthe flesh 1live by the faish of the {fone of God s
and this is a ftep furder, whena man by faithis fled to
Chrift & improves and makes ufe of his title to him
and intereft in him for performing the ats of life j this
living in Chrift or by the faith of Chrift expreffeth and
holdeth forthanew nature and life inthe acts of life in
bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit; and makes the
perfon indeed 2 Chriftian man or man-chriftian, doe-
1ng not onlie the duties of religion, butall his morall,
civill, and narurall a&ions to Chrift living thus Chrif=
tian lyke » as {piricuall and from the Spirit;as the word.
is, 2 Cor.§ :5. Livingnotto aurfelves but to him ¢5c,
3. Thereisadicing intbe Lord here inthe Text which
tollowes upon the former ; liviag in him is the way
to happinefle and dieing in him 1s the verie doog
thrugh which he enterech into the poficiliongo
happtaeffe ; now this dising in the Lord prefup-
pofleth the former and hath {fomewhat more in it»
to witt , as ane acting of faith for living in him, fo
ane a&ing of faith for dieing in him ; 1t takes
in; 1. a flicing to Chrift a frefh and of new for
refuge ; as it is Philip. 3. verl. 9. A feeking te be

' found
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found in him, leaping as it wer out of ourfelves and
betakeing ourfelves co him as our thip to failin thrugh
death o life, renunceing our own righteoufneffe of
new and clofeing with his,yea and renunceing the verie
acts of our faith asthey areaéts. 2, Ittakesinagiv-
ing of credicto Chrift for bearing us thrugh death,
acquiefceing in and refting on him on that ground,
fticking clofie by our gripes of him, being well con-
tent and f{atisfied to adventure to goe thorow death in
his hand » and haveing gottena word from Chrift re-
folvedly to keep the grippe of it , and with old Simeon
to fay now lets thou thy fervant depart in prace;
Lord I am content to take fhipping, as it wer, in
Chrift & in that bottome to faile throw the gulfe of
death when thou will. 3, Ittakethina humble quiet-
ing and fatisfieing of ourfelves on this ground 5 not
only dclyting ourlelves in him as alfufficient, but
comforting ourclves in our thus refling on him &
counting ourfelves happie in it ¢ fomething of all
thefe laft three we will find holden forth in thefe called
the laft words of David his fwan-like fong when he 1s
goeingto die, 2 Sam, 23. verf, §. Although my boufe
be not [o with Gody yer be hath made with me ane ever-
lafting covenans ; hiereisthefirft flep his betakeing of
himfeife and flicing for his life to the grace of God 1n
Cirift holden cutin the covenant, 2. He goes for-
ward aud concredits him(elfe to and contents himfzlfe
inthis covenant calling it a well ordered and [ure cove-
siant » able & fudicient to doe his turne, O! 1ts a
rjzht veihell that cannot have aleck, asifhe had faid,
a1y [2il thrigh deachin ic fafely & not fear. 3.There
is his delyting and f{azistieing himfelfe in it, hisac-
quiefceing init, thisis all my [alvation and all my defvre
its all my heart can with , its menfura vou , rtae
verie on:motft meafure of my withes , Ineed no more
& I delyi2nomore. Now when we fpeak of dieing in
tiie Lord we would have you to takeall chefe three

fteppes
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fieppes togither. 1. Studieto be in him, there is
no poflible dieing in him without being inhim, any
that would be happie by dicing in him would by -all
meanes accept of the offer of the Gofpell, flee to
Chrift for refuge & clofe with him by faith, and en.
deavour to putt that out of queftion thatyearein him;
O! Make it fure that thou haft given him afoulto
fave, and acquiefce in him as thy faviour. 2, Live
by faith in him , there is none that can expeét to diein
Chrift thatnever ferioufly foughtto live inhim , make
it manifeft that ye live in him by haveing another {ort
of life then brutifh men fill in cheir naturall ftate haves
God may call a thiefe on the crofle and make him
diein Chrift chat hesnot lived inhim, but none of you
can comfortablie expe& that he will deall fo with you
and where one is fo dealt with » tuentie if not a Hun-
dreth, even verie many die without it : and letme
fay ic if ever ac any time God was ftrikeing men and
women with ftupiditie at death, it is palpable heis
firikeing many (o in this time ; it may be fomeof you
may know Gods firikeing fome wich flupiditie that
made a mock of the ferious exercife of Godlineffe in
their life time ; therefare I fay againe make your being
in chrift fure,evidence your being ™ him by your living
in him & to him, We fhall not infift further at thistime
on this fubje&, God calls us all ferioufly ro think on it;
ficknefle, fmiteing with Judgments and death have not
readily been more frequent, & if ever there was a time
when folke wercailed to beleive and lay to fhieart fucha
doctrine chis is the time; it may be there are fome here
who ere afew dayes goe by may experience the truth
of it,and who knows who thefe fome thallbe ¢ Asye
exfpeét happines learne to die,and as todie in Chrift fo
tolivein him ; and as the Lord bidds Fobz write thefe
words,{o we bid youread them & think often on them,
bleffed arc the dead, that die in the Lord , from hence-
forch faith the Spirit, that they may relt from their
labours and their works doe follow them, SERs
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SERMON IL

Revel. 14:13.
Bleffed are the dead which diein the Lovd &re.

T Here is one thing common toall men and that is
a naturall inclination to,and ane appetite and de-
fyre after happinefle or bleff ednefle , buc there are two
things wherein the moft part of men doe exceidingly
erre; 1. In feeking bleffedneffe where itis not tobe
found and in accounring that to be bleflednelle which
is not {0, but leaves them eternallie miferable.
2. That when fome glances of happineffe and wherin
it confifts are gotten they grofilie miftake the way to
come by it; thele words give 2notable defcription of
crue bleffednefle > and a clear direétion towards the
way howto come at i, they fhew plainly where it
Iyeth, let the blind and preiudicat world efteem ofit
as they will , blefJed ave the dead which dieinthe Lords
that is only true bleflednefle which the dead in the
Lord injoy» aad thats the only way totrue bleffed-
neffe , to be in Chrift & to live & die in him.

This is 2 moft concerning fubject and fingularly fute-
able to our times ; it being probablie with refpe®
to thele times that the words are fpoken , we thall
therefor proceed to add 2 litle to what we {aid the laft
day.

The doé&rine which we fhall now propofe and pro-
fecute lyeth plainly and obvioufly in the verie words
ofthetext » theyare bleffled and happie, yeatheyare
only bleffed and happie that are dead in the Lord
Chrift or /hall die In him ; avoice from heaven afferts

: : it
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it to Fobn, and the Spirit adds 2 confirmation of it 5
yea [ayes the Spirit 5 who is the Spirit of Chriftand
the Spiritof eruth ; we fhall ere we proceed furtherin
a word or two cleir thefe things inthe doétrine which
are alfoin the words, 1. What this bleffednefle is¢
It is fpoken of here as that which is fingularly fo, its
the only happie conditian that can be truly thoughe of
in ail the world s its 2ven to be fullicand compleitly
bleffed, 2. What is the neceffary qualification of
thefe perfons who are pronunced to be bleffed ¢ Its
not thefe that die, but thefe that diein the Lord that
are thus blefled ; and for cleiring of this befide what
we {aid tlic laft day we fhall now adde , that there are
two forts of dieing fpoken of in Scripture. ¥. There
is adieingin fin, if ye beleive nos in me 5 ye shall die m
gor finnes » fayes Chrift to the Jewes Fohn8.verf, 24,
and this implyes two things. I, Ye fhall die under
the guile of your finnes s and under the curfe and wrath
of God which ye deferve , before death,at death, & af-
terdeath. 2. Yethalldiein a finfull effate in oppo-
fition to repentance for fin , ye fhall flip away and be
removed in chat finfull condition , ye fhall depart and
oe off the world in that finfull ftate; O fad & {orrow-
ull departure ! 2. Thereisa dicin%in the Lord and
this implyes two things alfo juft oppofitto dieing in fin.
1. That perfons in the fenfeof their fin have betaken
them{elves to Chrift and are freed from the guilt offin
by faith in him and are cloathed with his righteoufnefie
orwitharightandtitletoit. 2. Itimplyeth abreak-
ing off of the courfe of fin, and thebringing forch the
fruits of a new natute and kife, by alivlie 1aithin Chrift
in whom as the true vine they are as fo many branches
grafted abyding in him and bringing forth fruit to him
that his facher may be glorifisd and they manifefted to
be hisdifciples Fobn 15. Who as they have union with
him by faith, fo they have communion withhimin
the fruits of {ancification ; thefe and thefe only are
’ ‘thus
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1hus bleffed, and this bleflednefle is reftricted uato and
intailed upon them only , and peremptorly denyed to
all others and they utterly excluded fromit.

In profecuting the doétrinc I fhall, 1. Cleir the
truth ofthis, that theyare blefledsexceedingly blefled
and only bleffed who are dead or fhall dieinthe Lord.
2. T (hall offer two or three re3fGns proveing thac this
blefTedneffe is peculiar to them and oot to any other.
3}_ I fhall fpeak a litle to the tfe aad improvement
of it,

" For cleiring of the firft, that they are exceedingly
bleffed that are dead or fhall die in the Lord , we nced
to doe no more but to defcribe happineffe or bleffed-
neffe , & we will find it exa&ly to agrieinall its prop-
perties and civcumftances to them thatare dead or fhall
diein Chrift; O! Sirslook noton this as 2 Qorie or
fome airy notion , butas that whichis a great realitie,
aching which fome of our Chriftian acquainrance dead
in the Lord doe now enjoys and which othersere
long fhallenjoy > and that which by faich in him ye
may all enjoy if ye prejudge not yourfelves of it ;_there
are two things neceflarie to , and conftitutive of , true
bleflednefic or happinefles 1. Ancabfolute freedome
from all evil, from every thing that troubles or may
be the caufe of trouble, and from any finfull blame-
able or unfuteable defeét or want , for happinefle
cannot confift or ftand with any thing of that kind.
». A concurrence of all the good things that are ne-
ceffarie to compleit blefedneile or happineffe, both
whichare injoyed by all thefe thatdie inthe Lord and
by them only.

For the firft past of it they thatdie inf. he Lord are
perfeétiie freed from all evil,which helds true whither
we look to it more generallic gr with more particu=-
lar refpeét rocthefcope ; theyai > freed from all thefe
evills thacane evil time hach with ic © to defcend into
gjre particylar confideration of this bleffedne(fe would

net
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not be eafie,ler us only therefore look on fome generall
cads toclear 1t fo farr torth as concernst e prefenc
point, 1. They have freedome from all {in chicis
the fountaine of ail ¢vls; the Spirits of juft men ire
made perfe&, beforet.e throne no fleth or blood as
corrupt is permitted.toerterin there, no rebellion n
the law of the members againft the law of the mind 1s
there , noremainderoi the evil heare of unbeleife 1
drawing a back from che living God, nor any wearie-
ing of holie ducies but a delightfull ferveing ot Gnd
day and night, thatis , without any the leaft interrup:i-
on, forthereis not day and night, but conftant day a
thae life, then O ! T ien is that petition {0 often
putc ap to him in his peoples pravers , thy will be doné
as it is in heaven, fulfiled, there 1s thena moft per-
fect docing ot 1s will, there bis fervants ferve him s
in {uch Spiri-uully noble flute as he was vever terved
by them on earth ; this light, vain and uattable heare
fhall tien be eftablithed and evern fixed as aneimmove-
able pillar in the templeof Gad, the lootnefle otz
wavering gauding and wandring mind fhill then be
gi-eand tor ever removed , and che thougies ofitfo
ftrongly ftayed in the contemplation of tiat moft blef-
fed ovject cnar they fhall not for fo much as one mo-
meont be diverted , there will not then be any rhe leat
inclination to, nor capacizie of a diveifioa ; O 1 What
would fome give (wer it to bx bought) for thic part of
happinefe 2 even to be fully and firally delivered
from a body of death and from the many fin:all
pranks of ic, and tae dangerous precipices it drives
themupou? 2. Taey have perfedt freedome fromall
tentations to {in, there doeth not in thit moft clear
and ferene upper region breazh e leatt air of tenta-
tion, tiere is no teatation to fin from wicthout as there
is no inclination to {11 from within and conf{equent-
lie there 1s a full freedome fromali fear of h:zard and
danger of {inning > no unclean thing comes within the
B gates
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gates of the new Ferufalem ; {inand death & the devil
beiny caft into the lake; :hereis no evil example tisere,
but on the contrary ifthere wer any need of ftirring
up, ftreagthening and encouradging one of another,
its there eminently ; there is wichall there a hoa
lie freedome from the difficultie that is in watching
here, which though it be a requifit ufefull and neceffa<
rie ducie in lojourming faints vet it hath withica pain-
fullneffe and fear, from which the dead inthe Lord
even trivmphing faines are perfeétly freed. 3. They
are freed irom all chalienges for fin, they have there
no croublefome nor difquicting exercie of confciences
the immediat enioyment of Gods companie fo quiets
and fausticth them , thatnothing can difquiet them ;
there they are nuder no defertion nor fear of defertion,
and t..efe are often two {2d exerciles tothe godly heres
the ¢ allenges of their confcience for fin, and the
weigats on their Spirits becaule of defertion ; thereis
mo:cover no lukewarme nor any lyfelefle Spirituall
condition there,, butacondirion alwayes trefh, livlie
and at the verie beft, they are continvally praifing in
thefenfe of the love of God overflowing them in duty:
the dead in the Lord muft then certainly be in a moft
happie condition when they are freed fromall thefe &
from all fear ot them, But 4. they are freed fromall
the ¢fc&s of fin, there is o curfes no wrath, no
Gicknell of body, noanxictie of mind there ; no terror
nor apprehefion of indignation 5 nopovertie no fear-
fi.ie nor want to them ofany thing there (how poor
foever a life they mav have here ) , but God is all and
jnall, he by him‘elfe immediatly fills theroume of all
things » and fills up the vafteft capaciues oi the foul ;
they are alfo freed from all the toflings and troubles
rhat are hercin this lower worl i, there areno confin-
ings nor tynings, uo fequeftrations nor forefaultures
or hazard of loleing cflates ; no quarterings of (oul-

diess to difcompofe the quiet and tranquillizic of fami-
lies
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Jies there s which fome would think apeice of happi-
nefle to be quyt of ; thereis no reproach, no difcre.
dic nor difgrace there, but anew name given ; there
are no miftakes nor jealoufies,s no alienations nor anie
mofities , norentsnordivifions > no unfuteable paffi-
ones nor heats there, buta moft comely and compleit
union aud holiec harmoniein the praifing of God , there
is no darkenefie of mind cthere, the underfianding
being perfeétly enlightened , no diforderin the 2ffc&i-
ous, butamoft exattregularity , no perverfenefle not
backwardnefle in the will , buta moft thorrow come
plyance in all things with the will of God , all within
the man {weetly confpiring ina holie harmonie & in a
due fubordination to the head ; thereisno fcandal or
offence given nor taken there ; there is rio fadning
reporss nor ill newsthere ; nay its impofliblc there cans
be, fince God orders all immediatlic ; and they ap-
prove all that hedoes , they applaudto, and are well
fatisfied with all 5 there are no overturnings of Kin g-
. domes and ftates, nor confufions or defclations 1
- Churches to marr their happinefle there; buc they
being fullie acquaintedwith the infinitly wife proceed-
ings of God , there is nothing that can marr their
hippinefle, fuppofe they knew all thefe overturnings
contufions and diftractions thar make us fad here be-
Ioswv 5 they cannot be troubled with the want nor with
the fear of the want of any thing, and thus they conti-
Rueto be for everand ever; yetthis is but a licle peice
of their happinefle thatdie inthe Lord ; how (mala’
portionofit doe we know ¢
As to the other halfe of their happineffe (and O /
That ye knew and beleived what the happinefls is
which they have that arenow before the throne) we
{aid in generall that there is in it aconcurrence of all
good things neceffarie for makeing of them com-
pleitly happie ; -and it muft have thele four things con-
curring to this end which are é“ in their eftate wiio die
2 n
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in the Lord. 1. Ane enjoying of God the cheife

good , for no other thing nor perfon can communicat

true happineffe nor make one trulie happic.  2ly. Be-
caufe there cannot be ane enjoying of him without
{fome futeablenefle to him > therefor a futeablenefle for
the enjoyment of Godis required , for we could not,
we dought not tullie and immediatlieenjoy God inthe
eftare wherein we now are. 3ly. It requires full
meafures and degrees of enjoying God, 4ly. Itre-
quires a perpetuall and eternall enjoying of him, and

all thir concurr , as I {aid, to compleit the happineffe of -

them that dieinthe Lord, 1. Theydoe fuilie injoy
God the cheife good, look where Abrabam isthere
are they , he is in the Kingdome of his father & foare
they, and therefor moft happie; hence it is that
Chrift fpeaking of bleffedneile to his dif¢iples he tells
them that they fhall fice with Abrabam I{aac and Facob
in the Kingdome of heaven, Marsh. 8. ver[. 2 1. they
have places among them that ftand by » Zech- 3. ver[.7e
they{ee his faccand are therefor happie bleffed are
the pure in heart for they fhall fee Cod, Matth.5.
verf. 8. when we fpeak of enjoying God, it is far
very far above and beyond what we can exprefle ; it
mulft fure be a great happineffe and delight whenthe
objc& of theirdelight is no created thing , but thein-
finit and alfufficient God, itmuft be a pure heavenly
and excellent dclight that flowes from the enjoyment
of God with whom is the fountaine of life. 2ly. They
are made meet and futeableto enjoy him in a full mea=
fure and in ahighdegrie; if we would imagine man’s
underftanding to beinlarged to conceive of God, and
the inlargement of it to be verie far beyond that which
we cannow Imagine or conceive , it fhall: be thus di-
lated and filled ; it fhall then havea diftinét 2nd fullie
farisfieing knowledge of the great myfterte of the ado-
rable trinitie s as Chrift affures his difciples, Fob. 14.
verf.20. At that day ye shall know thay 1 am in the

f ather »
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father 5 the affeétions thall then be made capacious to
receave & fhall be filled and fatisfied with delight in
the enjoyment of that clearlie and diftinétly known
obje& ; it fatisfies Angelsand muft fatisfie the Spirits
of jut men made perfect, it makes them happieto
behold and enjoy him , and the greateft happinefle thae
the Scriprure {peaks of', istobe in Ch rifts companie,
beholding the glorie that he hes gotten from the
father ; and if ye could futeablie conceive what ccn-
dition David, P#ul, and fome that have gonea few
years or monethsfinceinto thatbleffedrelt arein, it
would make you long to die in the Lord, and would
thrugh grace put you to give ail diligence intime to
make that happinefle fure, 3ly. As they are made
futeable and meec to enjoy God ina full meafure and
highdegrie, fo they fhall enjoy him in a full meaiure
and degrie actually, there is no more defyred nor de-
fyreable, itis full glorie and full joy, none can ima-
gine or wifh more, itbeingathing to whichthere can
be no acceflion made according to the capacitie that
they are put into; for though there be diffcrent de-
grees of glorie and fome conceave and receave more
and fome leffe, yet all are filled evenfilled withthe
love and loveing- kyndneffe of God with that fullzefle
of joyes and thefe pleafures that are at his right hand ;
and they have all thisnot 10 bare notions but moft real-
lie aud 1n ane incomprehenfible way {to us now atleaft
incomprehenfible) communicated to them. 4ly.
This enjoying of God is perpetuall and eternall, tor
ever & ever without intertuption or intermiflion, its
not only a full buzt ane everlafting joy and glorie, for-
row and fighing fhall then for ever flee away, and
everlafting joy fhall be upon their heads for evermore ,
the croune is ane eternall and immareeflible one even a
croune of life that is perpetually floorithing ; yetall
that we have faid falls hugely thort of, and as to our
maaner of exprefling it, unworthie to be compared

B3 with
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wich the happineffe of them thatdieinthe Lord ; 1f
any of them heard us {peak of their condition they
would wonderto hear us doeic fo childifhlie ; poorly»
meanly & bauctly ; O ! That wecould firearch our-
felves to beleive that which we caonot fo diftinétly
conceave of this bleffeduefle.

The next thing I propofed to fpeak a word ertwo
to, is the reafons why bleflednefle is peculiaronly ro
them thac die in the Lord and not toanyothers; I
{hall fhortlie hint at three, the 1. whereof is, be-
caufe only they that die inthe Lord Chrittare made
partakers of lus fatisfzctione s and tiierelor they and
they only are freed from the curfe by beleivingin him ,
Fobn 3136, He shat beleiverh on him is not condemmed but
harh everlafting life, burbeiizat beleivesh not is condemied,
alreadic and the wrath of God abidetlh en “ima 5 Forn. 3.
zerfi18. ¢ 36, They that beleive have gotten a
difcharge of cheir debt, the hand-writing that was

P e

againft them is cancelled; but they that beleive not
have the bond [till flanding over their heads > and they
for their debtunaifcharged fhall be hailed before the
Judgeznd catt in prifen where they multlye dll they
pay che utmoR farching which yrill severbe done.
" 2. Becauie they oniy thatare inChrift 2nd die in him
are priviledged with the adoption of fonness and confe-
queatly they only haverightto heaven and eternall lite,
#0 a3 many « receaved bim be gave potoer to becomethe fon-
wes of Gods ihat is,to as many as beleived on bis name 5 Jok,
¥, 12. And if fonnes then beirs and joint beivs witls Chrijly
Rom, 8: 17. 1f we benot fonnes then are we not heurs,
3. Becavfe only they thatlive and die in Chrift sre
new creawires, if any man ke in Chrifi beis anew crea-
tures 2 Cors. verl 17, And in Chrift Fefus nothirg
availls but & wew creatures Gal. 6 :15. Except a man
ke boyne againe ke cannor enter into the Kingdome of
beaven, John 3.verf, 3, And there being none borne

againe but they that are in Glhrilt, and our regenera-
o tion
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tion and faith in Chnft goeing infeperablie togither 5
none can be happie but thelfe that live and dre in him,
\We comenowinthe 3d place accordingto the me-
thod propofed to fpeak to the ufes ot thus dodtring »
which muft needs have many uies being fuchahigh
poine as holds forth the right way and the ouly way t0
true bleffedreffe,

Thae firlt u'e theais to pur us all 1o be more ferinuflie
exercifed how vo die well,& thatis to diein the Lord ;
feeing nappineffe and fuch a bappivefe dvpends onic, &
only on it, then {ure folkes [aould be exceedingly con-
cerned to walk by chis midte, of dieing in him asthey
would meet wirh happineffeat tiie end. There are many
things that preffe thus ; as 1. if peace and tranquillitie
of mind and confcience be of concernment, then this
is of concernment, for how can they pofliblie have
peace that kaow not whither they fhall voe t heaven
or hell¢ 2, Ifcomfort in any thing or all things be of
concernment , then thisis of concernment, for how
van men’s fleep , meat, drink, apparreli, or any
thing they ecjoy be comfortableto them ifchey know
pot that they are in him and fhall die in :im 2 This
one word may marr all their mi th and huppinefle,
that they that are not in him fh.ll die mife:ablie and fo
lo ¢ allother comforts. 3. Ifit be of concernment
to nave boldnefle and confidence to godewards at
death, thisisofconcernment ; forifdeath fadlic fur-

nze men how can they have peace, coafidence or
ioidneﬁé fince they are not in him ¢ All the world
cannot buy nor purchaffe aquiet 20d good confcience
to them. 4. 1f we think heaven or happire(le to be
of concernment , then tiis is no cdoubt of coucerns
ment , forheavenand happine[ﬁ' are kottt rodicing in
him ; and therefor let me 10 the namre of the Lordlay
it upon you, by all futeatle means to endeavourro
bear it upon your verie heaits to have your peace wich,
God madein timée, thacdic whenye will, it may be,

' B 4 made
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m.de fure that ir fhall bein him ; hink yethattobe
erernally in ~ esven orin nell is of licle concers ment
Ics your way of dieing that makes the diff.rences as
t e tiee falls foitwillly; th_re will be norevecking
oF t.at tentence nor any change of vour flate atter
deaca; and knowes any oi you when it will come ¢
Areanv lure to gett ime or grace then to make peace
wich Gou when feiknefle and deathcomes ¢ Arethere
pot many ftnksn wi h hardneffe, feifl.T¢ffe and
confi iecnce benuming fluriditie ot cheir geath ? Re-
member therefor that death is coming and fludie to
h+ve cius muchin your eye,

To prol cute t.iis ufe alitle and to reprove the great
fiuaitie that che moft part livein as1° they cared not
Low they die, (torhow live many grefilie prophane
and Atacitticall men, as i taey wer to otelike beafts?
A .duew many prefumpiuous hypocrites are there,
t..at thi-k 10 2 veric ez{ic matter todie , yeathacitis
nothing ; and how mavy are tiere who have trequent
feirs and convictions epecially at death, vho yet
never come t 1o length to make it fure on good
gro.nds that thur finnes are liaid on Chaft, and to
m <k 1c their great butline fe co have taerr corruption
mo rified by his grace that they may dic ir him 2 And
how many are there that bave fome good inthem w 0
are vere lafie znd carelefle and who m a mannerlet
death come as 1t will?) Wefhall feeingicis of fuch
rizhtie concer ment) preffe 1t on you by a familiar
faying before you fome thii gs that are vene ordmarie
to men and women at death  we looka'ace upon death
aff rr off, but we thould bilgitneir tous and have
it alvaves betorew , theneglect whercotmakes folke
verie ot dinarly to Jie as they lve , and thats not weil
norin the Lord : there are fouricafes or condicions
th:t we moft ardinarle meer with in the plurali-ie of
th-menatdie. 1 We find ‘ome fe . ¢ and ftupid
wwithout any fear oi God or regaird to tisgir fouls ,lt': eg

Iye
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lived 2 ftupid Life without all fear and aw of the maicftie
of God, andthey diefo, thus Chnrlifh Nabal aied as
he lived moft ftupidly and fenfelcfiv; it might pofli-
blie be edifieing though veriefad to tpeak of the lamen-
table conditton of fome gracelcfle perfons chat die
among us ; therefor purt away fenfelefineffe and ftupi-
ditie now alonye your life, as ye would not die fenfe=
leffe and flupid. A 2d fort of perfons wemeet with
who haye beeu p ciumeing all treir dayes s and will’
needs pertinacteully difput 1t out at their death chae all
fhall be well withchem ; and though it may be palpa-
blie diicerned that tiwey are without ali oue fenfe of fin
and utteriy void of grace, yet they will corfidently
averre that they be evedali their dayes, and will noe
guyt their deluding hopes thar all fhall be well with
them now at death; O! Siis think ye that to be a
good condition, to die without fenfe ot firre, and
wich werih s teaftlefiz, lifelefle and groundlefle appre-
Kenfions of mercie; dread chereforand deprecar pre-
fumption ; O! But its hird to ger fome of you con- |
vinced of it, and yet it 1s 2 {peciall thii-g tha: keeps
you from coming in good earneftto Chrift. A 34 fore
are thele chat die with fore litle chailenges » ana at the
beft wich much doubring , and many teares who have
had t etr uwn convifoons fears and doubtings in their
life » and yer never laboured in Gods ways to be thrugh
:n the macter of their incereft in, and peace witn God ;
they are uffiayed to die , and yet die they muft, the
faich they had mi'gives them, and the ftrong appre-
henfioss they have of wrath quite overturnes their con-
fidence and hope, the juft recompence oflivingina
doubtfull and doubring condiion withour ferious
feeking after thorrow clearneffe ; T grant this co: di-
tion is fomewhat bercer chen anv of rhe formertwo,
and yet ane evil and dangerous condition to die in;
words fp ken 10 them doe neicher latisfic ror fedle
them, for eitaer they have lg le Judgment or tentations

s , ase
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tions are ftrong and vigoreus , or bodily infirmitie is
growing fift on them. Thereis a 4thf{ort of felfe-righs
teous perfons, that pleafe themlelves with 2 Lope
ofieaven , becaufe they'have been good neighbours
and lived harmlefllie ; they wer not grefily prophane ,
they wer not drunkards , fweirers, faboati-breakers
nor extortioners &c, But civil and honeft, faithfull
and juft in their deallings and their callings, they had
prayer in their families and in fecreet, they waited
on ordinances &c. Andat death they confirme them-
felves from thefe grounds that all fhall be well; we
condemne not duties, God forbid, but its afad and
hazardous cafe when they are mainly laid weight on
and ftuck to at death ; fuch felfe-juftifiers are broaght
in by the Lord Luke 13, faying Lord we have earen
and drunken in thy prefence &c  whom yet he boafts
away from him; fee how the proud and ielfe-juftifieing
Pharafie oo fuch gronnds as thefe is fent away unjufti-
fied Luke 18. folkes habituaring chemfelve: to thefe
counds of confidence in cheir life-time makes them
ftick fifly to thers at their dearih, znd keeps tiem
from feeivg theabfolute necetlitie of Chrifis imputed
righreoufcffe, and from fleeing toie for themr juftifi-
carinm.

Tae 2d Ufe is ofexhortation to flirup yourfelves
from thefe confiderations to think on death more
ferioufly » and how ye may die in the Lord; andto
this end we fhall propofe three queftions that ye wonld
lay your account tobepurtto anfwer at death,

1. Think how ye will anfwer the challenges that death
will readilie bring alonge with it and urge you forafa-
tisfieing anfwer unto, where there hath been anegli-
sent life there will be many chailenges, yea where
there hath been a diligentlife there will not be challen-

es wanting» ye would {ee how to preventor anfwer
thefe ; I fhallinftanceonlyin fyve ofthem. 3, When

¢hiscomes; thon haft fified many good purpofes alpd
I€l0~
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refolucions, or {ufpended the confciencious execution
and praice of them, thou haft delayed and purtoff
from day to day the makiog o“thy peace with God,
how wiltthou anfwer that ¢ When confcience begins
to refledt and look back and toacke howisall: Jsthe
houfe out of order thrugh thy negligence ¢ Tell me
man what is the rcafon thou made not thy peace with
God fure before this time # Dideft thou fhuffle by
fuch and fuch a dutie when thou waft called to it and
when it was preffed on thee¢ Whydidft thou forbear
to mortifie fuch and fuchaluft ¢ Confider, Ot Goti-
fider how ye will anfiver fuch a challenge whenye
will not dar to adventure ondeath 5 and yet will not
be ableto putitoff, O fecure Atheifts and contem.
ners of Godlinefle confider in time what ve will fay to
this. 2. Another chailenge will be this, the con
fcience will fay cthou haft been butlied in following
-after fome vaire luft, buflie about the bigging of 2
houfe, about the gathering of fome gear or riches,
about makewrg couqueift or fuch a peice ofland'&e.
Now what witl all thefe advantage thee ¢ And. what
profice haft thou of all thefe things whereof thon are
now athamed ¢ Why dideft thoufett thine eyeson,
why biftowed thou fo much labour and fpent fo much
time and paios on that which caanot fausfie, on that
whichiis not ¢ What good will they then doe to the??
It {h il be faid to thee s fool wnis mighe thy (out thall be
taken from thee and then wiiofe fhall thefe things be;
what advantage is there or can there pofliblie.be in
gaining the wholl world it thou lefe thy own foul?
And O What grounds ot fuch challenges are there
in this generation & A ti.ng whica when death comes
will fick to and gpaw in the confciences of many of
vou that hear me this day, evea thityou hive been
cumbred and carefull about many things while firthe
mean time the one thing neceffary hath beenpoitponed
and quite peglected, A 3d challenges the ground
. B whereof
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whereof is alace verie common, will be, careleffe
floachfull 2nd idle triffling away and mifpending of
precious time, and negleting the great work of fal-
vation , eafie letting paffe without improvement
opportunities of getting good and doeing good > when
- ye thall looke back and ask yourfelves what have we
been doeing inthis our day ¢ And the confcience will
anfver and fay » ye wer vainlie difcourfing or tipling
or vaiging and wandering thorrow the feilds buffied in
- doeing nothing or worfe then nothin g,thenye wili cry
but in vaine , O To have fome of thefe precious oppor-
gunities back againe , that we thoughe litle of when
we had them ; we have paft30. or 40. yearstime in
the world, and yet are no furer of our falvation now
¢hen when we came into it sbut we have much more fin
and guilt then wehad; Ah! Will fomefay we have
lived §0. or 60. years and yet none of all that time hath
‘been well fpent, A 4th challenge will be;folks formali-
rie & hypocrifiein the worfhip of God, that they came
to the Church to hear, but fleeped or wandred 2nd
wer nothing carefull to profite s taac they fatt downe
and prayed » but wer notin earneftinir, never fought
after the Spirit of grace and of {upplications it may
be they prayed in their families » andin fecreet, but
when the confcience lookes back and feesthat all hath
Ween but formall and hypocriticall work, that they
knew not what communion with God was, they
knew not neither cared to know whither their perions
wer accepted and their prayersheard , they fiudied not
experimenta}}y to be acquainted with the life & pow-
erofgodlineffe; O! How fad will this be< And how
will 1t all be gote anfwered¢ A sthchallenge will be
sbuleing of many means of grace, of many mer=
ciesand favours, fuch as Sabbaths ,* Sermons, Cons
ferences &c. that ye lived not under heathnifh or
Antichriftian darknefle, but where the pure light of
the Gofpell fhined clearly ; that ye might have k_nov;ln
oy tiic
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the right way and would not, that ye might have,
made nfe of fuchane Inftrument, of fuch a Sermon »
of fuch fellowfhip » of fuch abook &c. And it would
have been better with you, but yedidnot, ye would
not ; the confcience will fay; here ye wer negligent,
there ye dallied, hereye wearied, and there ye fatt
up and gave over , and whatcan ye now anfwer forall ¢
There are many in Glafgow and elfe where, thac will
meet with this challenge if not with Gods Judgment’
for the finnes whereon it is founded ; as ye would die
inthe Lord , for Chrifts fake , ftudieto prevent fuch’
challenges, and to gett them {cored out by timeous
turning to God in Chrift and ferioufoeffe in the way of
faich and holineffe; for affuredly death will bring’
alonge with it many moe and many other challenges
then moft have now while they live and are in health,
they will prick & byt in ane other manner then quick-
lie cranfient lighter touches of conviétions doe now.

The 2d Queftion we would propofe is, how
will y2 anfwer fome peculiar tentations that death
ufeth to bring alonge with it ; for tentations are then
more {lie and fubtile as challenges are more loud and
peirceing , and the devil is then more then ordinarly
buflie, and iftentations be then yeilded to > he hath
almoft win the caufe; O! Confider how ye will
anfwer thefe tentations ; I fhall only inftance thefe
fyve tentaiions that ufe toaffulrand fett upon folkat
death s the 1. is 2 tentation to tretting againft Gods
difpenfation in removeing and calling away a perforat
fucha time and under fuch circumftances , which frere-
ing floweth from a unwiilingnefle to die; O! As
enimitie will be ready to burft out in being angrie at
Gods chopping by deathac the-man in the midft of
fuch a defigne and project or before he gott fuch a bar-
gane ended, fucha purchafie made,”or fuch achid
provyded for &c, And ifthe devil prevail by this ten-
tation to freiting and repining ac divine difpofall, 'il;

wl
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will marr the fruit of any thing that might be then ex-
pe&ed , and will further eftrange you trom God that
ye cannot come neir him, and yet O! Howryfe is
fuch atentation ¢ Studieto walk therefore in a fweet
lyableneffe and readinefic to die, forifye goe on fol-
owing one defigue after ancther, and one wordlie
buffineff after another witheue this fludie, ye will be
taken unawarfe fuddenly furprifed in the midft of them
as many are, and be 1o eminent hazard of being pres
vailled over by this teatation to fretting and grudging
at deathsarreafting chough by the great and righteous
Judge hisorder. A 2d teptationis to Atheifme, for
-as folke have lived in Atheifme, {o the devil affaults
them by tentations to Athei‘me at therr death, to
make them defpyle death and defperatly to harden
themfelves azainft it, and with aprofaine and dam-
nable fortof delicacy Agaz like tothrow themlelves
into the pitt 3 hence many defpetat fouleswhoas they
tufhed alonge their life ar the thoughts of death,, io
when death comes they trouble not themfelves with
it, but fhake off all fear and fudie a fort of godlefle
gallantrie of Spirit, and {eeing they muft die they will
die, 2nd will not o muchas feem to regaird it; but
will ve that way outface the wrathof God and dar to
laugh in takeiog the cup of his indignation in your
hands ¢ Itistrue, I grantitis a peece of Gods dread-
fuil juflice that thefe who have not flood in aw of him
Yo t_{@flife, thould die Judicially hardened s butfuch
willgeet with a moft fearfull wakening afterit. A 3d
tentation is to prefumption and hypocrifie, which
prevailis efpecizily with civil and formall profeffours,
that dought never 2byd to be evened to hell , nor
could ever indure to be called narurall folke 5 as fuch
2id prefume and wer hypocriticall in their life » fo the
fame tentation fticks to them and prevaills over them
at death ; and they will it may be > fpeak fomething
of the confolations of God with their mouths w{xen
they
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they have no feilling of themin theirhearts, andof
faich in Chrift when ver they never knew the reall
exercife of it and will need Iike the foolifh virgins
goe forth with ti:e wife to meet the bridgroome keep-
ing their lamps till their verie death; that fame prin-
ciple of Hypocrifie that made chem diffemble in their
life will make them fpeak maoy good words for 2
name at their death ; therefore bewar of it, hunt not
after aname of religion , and affe& not to be accounted
and to be called fomebody s but feck to be fincere,
to be reallie thar which ye feem to be, and when ever
a challenge comes for this, rather entertaine it and
make fome good ufe of it then fhake it off , forthough
ye could pafle away undifcovered by man,God will find
you out and difcover you; and oftennota few of fuch
perfons make fuch difcoverie of themfelves, that a
difcerning eye will fee them in their own collours ;
alwayes I fay take notice of it as a mightie tentation
when folke take more paines to faird and paint their
condition over with fair words and fhews , thentobe
reall before God, and be upon yourguard againft it,
A 4th tentationisto conceit of felfe-righteoufneffe »
and which even fome holie men at their death have
been more troubled with then any other teatation »
and it prevaills much with formall profeflours (fuch
as the Pharafies wer) who as they lived in conceit of ity
fo readily it cleaves to them at death, fuch will be
readieto fay, Ithank God I keeped the Church, I
was never heard with my neighbours , I deale truely
and Juftly with all men, it was Gods gooduefleto
mes I was aye on the right fide, I read, prayed,
keeped the Sabbath &¢. Thefe are good in themfelves.
1 grant , but not to be laid weightupon and lippened
to neither in life norar death as the main fundation of
falvation and confolation, therefore guaird againft jp
as a tentation when ever Satan comes to fpeak a good
word toyouinorder to merit or deferving. Fhe 4ch

and
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and laf is a tentation to doubring veato defperatior 4
which is not fo frequent [-grant, yet it prevaills
with fome who have lived it may be verie fecurein
their life» and when death coines the devil fayes, ye
have never fought God in carneft all your dayes , and
now tyme is gonecie doore is thute " e will nothesr
you, thismay thrugh grace be anfwered and 1t would
not be ftrengthened by refufemy the offer of Gods
grace even then, efpecially 1f God call thick, to fay
fo, and fome ot the feales it may be begin to fail and
to be taken away. . :

The 34 and laft Queftion is to inquire at you what
think yz will be your .houghts at. death ? And [ thall
draw forth tas alio 1nto four or fyve; 1+ What will
ye then chink of t.e wo:ld, of all its plealures , gain-
es and honours # la aealch and profperitie men have
big and mg1 thoug .ts of this and that vanitie s pro=
je& and defigne . bur w:at will ve think orall outward
profpericie, and of barnes full of corne, of cellars
full of wyne , and of houfes :ull of wealthand ric.es s
of high places, honours , credic dod repute 1o €€
world when death comes o fummond you toleave
them all¢ The mind will not feed upon them then,
the glorie and fplendor of taem will theo grow dim
and dark, taey will then lofe tneir bloffome and
flowr, the teaft and fweet relifh of them will then
quiteevanith; hsth notche experience of many men
who did {weem in pleaiures an 4 abound 1 wealth and
honour, veritied ¢ e truth of this ? Have they not
found all then to be bur vanitie and vexa.jon of Spirits
and have taev oot foms times proclamed themto be
fo? Yea cven it may be before death when uader
fome great paine or ficknefl or fome quick and fharpe
challenge of confcience ; all the man’s riches, plea-
fures. aad hoiours could not then eafe his mind.
2. YWhat will oe your thouhts of the cheiffeft grounds

yehave to build your peace onnow ¢ Yecan prelume
now
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now and have no doubr of your Salvation, but at death
your grounds will be narrowly fitred ; andin fledof @
folid aflurance, yewill fcarce gera harleing thoughe
of it, tofayfo, in fted of faith ye will readilie have
doubting , and for hope y& will have fear ; how many
at death have been made to think and even to f2y » they
have been but beguileing themfelves ¢ and will not
many of you, if God prevent not, thinkand fayfo¢
when ye begin to look on eternitie and Gods Juftice ,
and to find that many things ye have ieaned unto,
will not then abyd the tryall norbe able to bear the
weight of your foules {alvation,nor to anfwer the chal.
lenges which they anfivered » as it might be, ig health;
Hence is it thae many at death will cry for a2 Minifter
and for Prayer, that cared little for their Companie
and for chat dutie alonge their life , and when the Mi«
nifter is come they will then tell him they can dog no-
thing , and indeid they can doe nothing till grace friely
give both to will and to doe» but this bids you bewar
of putting off till death. 3. Whenyedfaw neir your,
lacter end > and death comes to fitdowne on youreye
lids, when the eyes and ears pegin to fail and eternitie
Rtares you in the face ( forI fuppofe the perfons to
have ftill the exercife af their Judgmens:) white will be
your thoughts then ¢ may we not Imagioe the thoughts
of many will be like thefe of the poor Heathen Empe-.
rour Hadrian 5 who befpoke his diflodging foul thus ,
O poor foul whither art theu goeing # And think wich’
yourfelves what ye would give for a Sabbath then,
tor one Sermon then , andwhen relations dnd neigh-
bours will be weeping about you and ye groaning yn=
der a burden of fin and fear of wrath 5 and alfo of paine
and ficknefle , - and faine wouild ye flay but ye may not,
the foul muft goe and not one houres'delay will be
granted» what think ye would ye give then, andag
that hour to be fuffered to come back againe, and ftay
4 while here¢ and yet that hour is not far off from

¢ many
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many of you, fromfomenota year, from otherfome
it may be not 2 Moneth yea poffiblie not a week.
4. What think ye will be the condition of the foul
when it goes out and diflodgeth from the bodie, and
wherrthe fentence fhall be paffed , and swhen Legions
of Devils fhall harle and drag the foul away to hell the
place of Tormeant that was thinking to goe to heaven ;
what think ye will be the thoughts of fuch afoul that
in the perfons lifetime would havedifdained & florma
ed to hear 2 Minifteror -any other eiven it to hell,
when it fhall be thus unexpeétedly feazed on and hur-
ried thither # Doe yethink Sirs thac there are nofouls
in hell, or that few or none ar all are in hazard of being
thefe eternally ¢ If ye will deny "neither but grant
both, doe notthenthink ye, all they infinitly wrong
themfelves who fecurely drive over their time and
think not ferioufly ori their dieing in the Lord ¢ which
is the fecope of all :* This Doétrine layes before you
Life-and Death, Heavenand Hell, if ye live and die
inChrift, ye fhall get life and be eternally bleffed , but
if yelive and die in yourfinnes in fted of life ye {hall
withoat ali doubt meet withdeath , and fuch a death
as ye heard of in theLefture , a death that hath the
Wyne of the Wrath of-God without mixture in the
Cup of his fndignatiol ,'and torment. even eternal
Torment withoutany theleaft intermiflion or mitiga-
tion , whereby y¢ will be made everlaftingly moft mi-
ferible. Laftlie, isitnot thipk ye of your unf] peakabli¢
great concérimient to think ferioufly on your living
and-dieing in-the Lord bfore death come? Let me
birt pue this one queftion to you; what will be the
thoughts of marly in Héll; who have gotten fair warn-
ing of thisere it come & miatly of youifgrace prevent
not will then remember better on this preaching then
you will-doe a day ortwo hence» ye may réjeét and
beat backa word now; but ye will not gere it bear back
then, but it will take hold of you, 1t will gall and

torment
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torment you, the Prophets doe hot live for ever ,
fayes the Prophet Zacharie Chap. x, but the Word of
the Lord will live for ever » it will take hold of them
thatdefpifed it, it will rake them by the throat, asit
wer , and make them gafpe eternally 5 The Lord gra-
cioufly knock hard at your hearts by this fo concerning
atruth, that it may nave accefle to you, and keep
you from flighting of it; Bleffed are thedead which die
inthe Lord, they reft from their labours and their works
doe follow them.

'SERMON IIL
Revel. 14: 13.
Bleffed are the Dead which dieinthe Lord, &e.

Here are fome things of fuch concernment to
us that if we goe futeablie , fertoully & fingly
about them , we can be hardly too much in them s and
therefore thefe four things that are called mans laft
things , Death , Fudgment » Heaven and Hell , have
been {o frequently recommended to Chriftians -as the
moft conftant fubjeéts of their Meditation; and anfong
themall, death ought to have the firft place inorder
atleaft, it being the door whereby we enter into Judg-
ment , and as men die fo they fhall rife and may expect
a final decifion and fentence from the Judge about
their eternal flate, & the Spirits cafting in this to divert
Fobn and the Readeralitle from following che feries
of the Hiftorie, does put acommendationonits and
fayes that it is no digreffion ; for his People to beftow
fome feriousthoughts on it, _ ‘
The laft ching we fpoke to was a Doérine from the
Ca2 words
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g’vords astheylye, that sheyand chey only are bleffed
who die in the Lord 3 now ere we further profecut the
main ufes of the Do&rine we fhall fpeak 2 word to
chat which is manifeftly implyed here, and it is this,
that as they are bleffed who die in the Lord, fo they
are exceedingly miferable that die out of him in their
finnes 3 for the affirming of the one implyes and {up=
ofes the other; and it might follow on the former

o&rine 2s aneufe , however its cleirly in the words
2nd commends dieing in Chrift toyou alls and ferves
to Rirr you up to be ferious to make that fure, and
therefore we exhort » befeech, and obteftyouto count
it of concernment even of the greateft concernment
untoyou itistoyon Men and Women that we fpeak
and not to walls , to timber and ftones , fleep not nei-
ther let your minds vaig and wander , for weare {peak-
ing the words of truth, that many of you may be
made to find the truth of toolate. _

In profecuting this Doétrine , we thall fpeak alicle
to the cleiring of both the branches of it, and then
come to the ufe. The firft branch is,that there are many
¢ha die not in Chrift , this is cleirly implyed in the
wordss Itslooked onas arare thing in thefpreadin
of the Gofpel after the reiﬁne of Antichrift to finc
People dieing inthe Lord, heisarare fo a happie man
that dies in him. Thefecond branchof itis, that be
ivho they will that die not in him but die out of himin
their finnes » they dieexceeding miferably ; we fhall
confirme the firft, and thenfpeakalitle to the expli-
cation of the fecond, " )

For the firft, that there are many that die ot in
Chrift, itappears from Matth. 7. ver[. 22. and from
Luke 13. verf; 24, Thefe three'will confirme 1t aboun-
dantly; 1.the plaine words of Scripture where Chrift
fpeaketh of Heaven as having for coming to it, 2
narrow way & a ftrait gate {o that few enter in thereat,
and of Hell and Deftruction as having a wide g!aée an:ll

a broa
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abroad way into which many enter, and when he
fpeaks of the day of Judgment, hefayes, many fhall
cometo himin that day and fay, Lord , Lord , open
tous, to whom he will {ay depart from me I never
knew you , and he will {ett the goats on his left
hand and fend them thenceinto everlafling fire prepae.
red for the Devil and his Angels ; thefe Scriptures
fpeak not only of fuch us are without the Church, but
alfo if not mainly of many vifible Profeflours, yea
evenof fuchas preached in his name, and yet fay of
them that they dienot in Chrift, 2. Ifye willlook to
the ordinary connexion that is betwixt mens living
and dieing, yewill find thar the way of the moft part
of men declares plainly thatthey die not in theLord ;
foras we fhew, mens being and livingin Chrift mult
Ereceid their dieing in him, before they can die in
im they muft needs be in him ; we doe not fay that
all muft be andlive fo many vyears in him before they
candieinhim, butthat they muft be fometimein him
before they can die in him, and that they muft live
and put forth fome aés and breathings of a fpiritual
life ; of thelife of Faith in him, if it wer buta few
words to Gods glorie and for others edification, ora
few fighs, groans, and looksto him; as we may fee
in the theife on the Croffe though his time was verie
fhort 5 And if this being and living in Chrift muft
preceid dieing in him , if ye compare it with the meft
partof yourlives, Ah! how fad a prognoftick gives
1t, of what is like to be your way of dieing: How
many are there of you that live ftillin black nature and
wer never borneagaine ¢ If1 could claffe the lives of

the moft parc I would effay it. 1. How many are livin

like Atheifts not calling upon God at all, caftingo
fear and reftraining Prayer beforehim " And as thefe
live fo they die for the moft part either fecurely or def-
peratly. 2. How many live in formalitie and never
knew what it was to mortifie the Flefhsor fincerely to
C3 aime
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Jime at the power of godlineffe , and yet fayeth the
Holie Ghoft Rom. 8: 13s If ye live after tir flesh ye
shall dic» but if ye through the Spirit morti fie the deads of
she body ye shall live ; if grace be not in the heartand
Kyth notat allin the converfation s yecannot warran-
tablie expe& to diein Chrift ; exceptaman be borne
againe he cannot enter into the Kingdome of Heaven ,
this is a large and great claffe and takes n all that live
' and die asthey wer borne, and feck not after another
life then that which they brought with them into the
World. 3. How many are there that have fome outward
fairding and paintand yet have 0o realitie of Religion
within® Whereby they mock God and diffemble with
Men: Itis tofuch that Chrift fpeakes John 8. 21. and
tells them that they fhall die in their finnes, and againft
this fort of men he denounceth many woes. 4. Are
there not many that live without F aith in Chrift ¢
Vithout which they cannot poiliblie pleafe Ged nei-
ther living nor dieing, and fhall be Jdamned if they
contiaue jo , for fayeth the Lord John 3. v. 18. he
that beleives not 1s condemned alreadie: Now wien
21l thefe Claffes arelaid afides there will be but few
behind ; all which proves aboundantly the truth of
thething , and that there is but too good ground to
think that there are manie, verie manie who dic vot
in Chrift. A third ground of confirmation of thisfad
truch may be drawn from the ordinary way that the
moftpartdiein, and pzfle out of time into eternitie 3
O! how many diefecurely, ftapidly and (as we {a:d
before) fenfelefly, andarenomore affe&ted with the
thoughts of the immorralitie of theirfouls then if they
had noneatall # How many die prefumptonily con=
fident¢ how many found their, faich of dieing well on
wrong grounds? how many die doubtinglie not know-
ing what fhall become of them ¢ And how many die
defperatly 7 So that {alace) there arebut few among

s that clofe djieir eyes like dicing Pofons in Chrift ;
kY e = G R L . aB
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and though we will not be peremptour in pafling Judg-
ment upon, orin cenfureing of particular perfons as
to their final ffate > yetall chis thews thatitisno very
common por ordinary thing to diein the Lord.

As for the fecond branch of the Doétrine, to witt,
that thefe who die out of Chyrift intheir finnes, die ia
exceeding great miferie It is alfo veryclear, for as
the happinefle of them that die in Chiiftis unexprefli-
blie great ; fo'the miferic and unhappineffle of
them that die not in him is alfo inexprefiible,
for they are excluded and fhut out from God and
from all good, and have his wrath, his furieus indig-
nation, and xis moft fever Juftice perfueing them for
ever and ever; we fhall onlie confider it brieflie in thefe
two generals; 1. They are put out and fecluded from
the greateft happinefle that can be Imagined , and that
inall the degrees ofit. 2. They are concluded anc put
under the greateft milerie that can be conceaved, and
that in all the degrees of it, 1.1 {ay they are fhutt out
from the greateft happinefle, and that is, from the
fellowthip of God who is the cheif good, from con-

-verfeing with theLamb, glorious Angels and Saints 5
they fhall not have one Saint in all their Compante ,
thereis not nor thall be the leait evidence of the love
of God among all the thoufandsin Hell, notone drop
of cold water to coole the tongue of any of them who
are tormented in thefe flamess they have ludgment
without the leaft mixturc of mercy, lam. 1. 13. and
that for ever withour intermitlion ; they fhall never
have the leaft glimmering of lightner the leaft flaiking
or mitigation of their paing, they fhall have no reft
night nor day; and which aggreagethall even tothe
verie hightand extremirie, they have no outgate nor
hope of it, but lye inutter defperatione under thac
felt eternal torment ; itwould be {fome lightening to
the damned in Hell if their torment wér to continue
but for fome thoufands of years» yea orbut for fome

C 4 mils
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millions of thoufands of years, as poor Spira faid »
that it would have beena comfort to him 1 Hell had
been bue for twentie thoufand years; but it is for ever,
And 2. 1f we looktothe other part of it» they arein
this hopeleffe condition under the greateft miferie
drinking for ever of the Wyne of the wrath of God
ivithout mixture in the cup of his indignation , which
{hall be both their meat and their drink ; and their
companie fhall be the Devil and his Angels; O ! that
we wer ferious in fpeaking and hearing and think-
ing of thefe things; the Ods and Difference is both
great and ftrange > it ftead of fhareing in the Glo-
rie of God, of Chrift; and of his Angels, to be fhareing
of the Torment of the Devil and his Angels ; If itbe
2 yerie evil, nay the verie worft condition; for a Perfon
to have epimitie at God in the hight, and to have God
ane everlaftingly irreconciliable enemie furioufly per-
fueing his quarrel , though witholit all paflionin him,
vet with wonderful horrour in the perfon that 1s thus
plagued , Itcannot fure be told to the full , how incon-
ceavably evil and miferable their condition is that die
ont of Chrift , nor what the hazard is that many ofyou
arein, inreferencetoit. .

" The fir&t ule of this is, for exhorting you not to
¢hink it of light or litle concernment how ye die, nor
3 thing unworthie of your moft ferious and painefull
endeavours to be made fure on good grounds that ye€
fhall die in him ificbe of great concernment to get
heaven and to efcape hell, to be .~ Gods companie
and not inthe devills forever, tohave loveand not
hatred to God for ever , and to have Gods lovetoyou
& not his hatred for ever (for death cafis the ballance);
fett, O! Settyourfelves feriouflic to obtaine the one
4nd efhew the other ; and thereisnowayto win at it
but by being, living , and dieing in Chrift.

" .A 2dufe , ferves wonderfullie to checkandreprove
thefenfelefle feenre multitude that have the common
bl Slas me . i i . PIO’
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profeffion of the faith of thefe things, and yet are
uteerly careleffe to have this moft concerning queftion
clearly, diftin&ly » convincingly ,and fatisfieingly an-
fvered , whither they fhall die in the Lord ¢ Certainly
there are many of you when your fouls fhall diflodge
that will find yourfelves exceedingly miftaken in this
matter ; O ! If we could pitie and lament over the
lamentable condition of many of you who are fo fenfe=
lefle, ftupid, and unconcerned,that whar ever is fpoken
of the life to come and of the neceffitie of making your
peace with God thrugh Jefus Chrift, itisasificwer
fpoken to fo many ftocks or ftones as toany futeable
effe& it hath upon'you, for who of many of you quit
their prophanne(fe, formalitie;hypocrifie,and fecuritie?
Who thrugh grace mends any thing faultie and amiffe 2
Or fetts more timeoudly and ferioufly about the learn-
ing of this great leflon of dieing in the Lord ¢ The
fupine , lafie , and grofle negleét of all which ; bids you
look for and lay your account to meet with the deeper,
forer , and fader challenges at your deathand appear=
ance before Godsterrible tribunall,

But it may be asked here , whatis thereafon that
fo many die out of Chrift ? How can this be, {eeing
they have no happineffe , but fo much and fo great
miferiebyit # Howcomethit to paffe that {o many
take the one way of living and dieing out of him, and
{o few choife the other way of living to him and of
dieingin him¢ Toinfift longe and at large in anfwera
ing of this queftion would lcad us to give reafons why
men fhun and decline the ftudie of holineffe and will be
prophane » why they defpyfe the Gofpeland embrace
the world and their lufts ; butto leave fuch generalls:
we fhall fpeak 2 word or two more particularly and
cloflly to this, why it is that fofewdie in the Lord &
And the 3 Reafon is this, becaufe the faith of thefe
generall truths that there isa heaven and a hell a life
&ternall and 2 Judgment to cz}me » isfcarcely receaved

by
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ed by the multitude of the hearers of the Gofpell, yea
the very faith of their own dieing in particular (though
they know they will die and though experience may
ceach them the fame daylie) fincks not into their
hearts ; whoare they that beleive practically and with
particular application ¢chat they will dieand come to
Judgment, and that they fhall be put into ane eter-
nallic unchangeable condition after death¢ And if
¢his be not indeed beleived then to allude to the
Apoftles words 1 Cor. 55. our preaching is in vaine
and your faith is butvaine ; thatthefe things are not
reallic beleived we hinted before when we began to
{peak onthir werds » and the praétice of moft unde=
nyablie provesit ; for thoughallia word profefle they
beleive that they will die, yet who are they thacon
the matter mind not to outlive this day » and the nexe
day» and the day following and fo on ¢ So that in
effed it turnes to this, they would live eternallic
here ; and this is a root-evil orane evil root that de=
froyes many foules; moft people are like to thele
{poken of in the dayes of Noab 5 Math.24. eating and
drinhing, marying and giving in mariage, {uffering one
day to come and another to goe till death come and
furprifethemer they beawar, and then are thiey cone
founded and put thrugh other, to fay fo, with the
very firft thoughts and appearances of it : if men wer
{erioufly thinking on deach and Judgment and a parti-
cular reckoning with God and wer reallie beleiving
thefe things, is it poflible they would thus delyt
themfelves in their finfull luftsand pleafures and have
their affections fo glued toa prefent world # No cer-
taiftlly, the thoughts of death and Judgment would
putt gall and wormewood in thefe things and imbitzer
them, A 2dreafonmaybedrawn from,peoples grofle
miftakes about the right way of dieing » they take die-
ing in the Lord to be quite another thing then indeed
it is, for even as folke miftake all other duties_,}. fo

: ‘ they
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they miftake this, they take that for repentance, for
faith, and for holiveffe, which is not repentance,
nor faith , nor holinefle indeed ; fo they rake thatto be
dieing in the Lord which 1s not dieing inhim : aud
here we fhall touch on two or three things which we
conceavesmany take for dieing in the Lord wherein
yet they are exceedingly miftaken. 1. They chink if
they can die without any publick feandal or known finj
or without challenges , and if they can gett their pre-
fumptuous conceit and good opinien of themfelves
keept up to their grave (as if it were eneugh to fay
Lord Lord open tous)and if they can goe away calm-
ly and quietly like thefe fpokenof, Pfal.73.ver/. 4.
PWho have no bands in their death ; that then theyare
well eneugh and die well, but thisisa great miftake,
2. They trow they die well if they die with 2 fort of
hope that it fhall be well with them , and for this they
will tzughly debeac, and when Chrift comes and tells
them they are beguiled they will hardly trow him,
but rather as it wer alleadge that he is miftaken and
theyarenot themen, what¢ Have wenot eaten and
drusken in thy prefence, have we nort heard thee
preach in our fireets, have we not been at many
preachings and communions ¢ We have alwayes had 2
good hope towards God and why fhould we now fear
death? ©) The firong prefumption thar {ome die
with? Aud chisisanother great miftake. 3. Some
think if they can die after fome prayers and co: -
vi&ions and that which they think to be repentance,
all will be well, thefe things indeed ifthey werreall,
wer good; but how many play the hypocritegregi-
oufly in them # There are not a few that fancy they
have the grace of repentance becaufe they have fome
fadnefle for fin, or fome litle anxietie or 2 few chals
lenges,who yet never tooke ferioufly with the corrup-
tion of their nature , and the quarrell that God hath
with them on thataccount » Nor ever fled to Ch;i{t

or
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. for refuge , but goe away in their fit of carnall for-
row , and this is another great miftake, 4. Some
12y downe amould of religion of their own, and if
they have a civil life withmen, and fome formalitie
of Relision towards God , they think themf{elves
well enough; how many {uch are there who thus breck
theirneck at death¢ O ! fad miftake,

A third caufe of folkes not dieing in Chrift may be
this,that there are many who have fome right thoughts
and apprehenfions of dicing well, but they never {c.
rioufly endeavour to bring them to praétice , they feek
notto have their pra&ice anlwerable to their light,
they in effe&t make a prifoner of their light , by putting
2 guard of corrupt affetions aboutit ; for either they
talte ane abfolure difpenfation to themfelves , as to
fome particular luft or fin, or alibertie for fuch a time,
& when that time is by they intend to quite & abandon
fuch aluft and to think on death, but they will not quite
it yet, nor prepare themfelves for dicing : they muft
needs firft have their families in fuch apoftour, they
muft have their children,or fucha child provided for &
difpofed of,they muft have fuch or fuch a buffinefle put
by their hand fir}jnot knowing or not confidering thac
this hardens them and that they dayly become further
flaves tofuch things , and that Judgment may fuprize
thgm unawares , before theirtime come ; there are
magie that will not denie but a ftri¢t way of holineffe
isrequifice, butthey dow not, they cannot prevail
with themfelves to fall about it yet 5 and are like that
ill and floathful fervant whobecaufe the Lord delayed
his comeing , went to eat and drink and to take his
paftime , but his Mafter comes in ane hour when heis
not looked for, nor the fervancawar, & on the fud-
den appoints him his portion with Hypocrites ; Ah!}
is it ot thus with the moft part, who if they ger fuch
aficknefle put by or fuchacrofle difpenfation over
shey think that Chrift will byd 2 while longer , and fo
fill they pute off till it becomes eoo late. A
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A fourth caufe may be this, that few are ferious in
goeing about thefe things that concerne death, or in
minding what will be their own cafe at death, few ve-
rie few make confcience to examine themfelves and to
fearch their bygone wayes, and therefore they know
not their hazard ; and among the many advantages of
felfe-examinatione this is a [pecial one , that it notablie
fitts, thrugh Gods bleffing, for dicing in the Lord,
whereas when it is negleéted , fouls are keeped flill fe.
curely fleeping and 2ccounts lye over uncleared and
unadjufted, they neicher diftin&ly know their danger
nor their need of the remedie ; all their Prayers are by
guefle and ac hap hafard, as it wer, neither can they
comfort themfelves in any duty they goe about: we
name thefe things not only that ye may know them,but
that ye may fhun them, and that ye may withall learne
to draw fome dire&ions and dugies out of them for
your pragtice. .

We comenow toa third and main ufe of the gene«
ral Do&rine, fecing itis of fuch concernment to die
inthe Lord, asit hath eternal happinefle depending
upon it, letall of you ferioufly fett yourfelves to fall
about fiich 2 way of living , as when death comes ye
may die in him ; Asever ye would attaine to this hap-
pinefleand ethew this miferie whereof ye have been
hearing, take I fay, fucha way oflivingas death may
find you in him.

To cleir and prefle thisalictle I fhall fpeak a word to
thefe three things; 1, Somewhat further to what dieing
inthe Lordis ; 2. Tofome rules ordirections thatall,
who would folidly comfore themfelves in the hope of
dieing in the Lord ; would make ufeof , and walkby,
intheirlife. 3. Tothe neceffitie of takeing thefe J;-
re&ions and walking according to them, even as ye

-would have the comfertof thefe that die in-the Lords
and of doeing this {peedily without delay or dallicing.

For the Firft , we fhall not infift in it haveing touch-

cd
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ed on it a little before ; what we would fay of it
now , we fhall briefly fomm up in thefetwo; 1. To
fome things that are in the affectrons that accompanie
a pecfon thacdiesin the Lord, or ir fome propperties
that goe elonge withit.2.In fomething of the grounds
that thefe flow from.

_ For the firft 5 thereare thele three things or prop=
perties that goe alonge with dieing in the Lord, or
with them that die in him , that are ¢xceedingly defyr-
able; 1. A dieing willinglie and chearfullie s not
goeing to deathas to aprifon, bur as through a trance
to apalace, Itsadieing as old Simeon died , Luke 2,
‘Nomw (faich he) leszeft thou thy [ervant depart in peace for
‘miyne eyes bave feen thy Salvation 3 though death be the
King of terrors, he heafteneth toit 3§ or itis adieing
as Pauldied , who defiredzo be di (Jolved and o be with
Chrift, asbeingheftof all, 2. Itisa dieing wich holie
confidence and boldneffe » not with fear and terrour
or anxictie 5 doubtfullie difputing what will become
of them , but being confidently affured of a manfion
in Heaven ; e know > faith the Apofile, 2 Cor. 5,
¥. 1> 2. if the earthlic boufe of this pabernacle be diffolved,
twe have aFuilding of God ane boufe not ‘made with kands
eternal inthe Hezvens s forin this we groan earnefilie 5 de-
fyreing to be cloathed upon with our boufe which is from
above ; being confident thatat death his happie condt-
tion svas but as it wer beginning;to die in Chrift makes
2 man to fecc himfelfe boldlieagainft death and all its
terrors. 3. Itsadicing notonly with peace and quiet-
nefle but with complacency and fatisfaétion , andeven
fo chat if the foul had its wifh it defyres no more, the
mat does not frett nor complaine that he is taken from
a good'and plentiful eftace , from a fine and commo-
dious dwelling > from friends & relations , fom ho-
nour and repute in the world &c. but he'dies with con-
tentment being fullie fatisfied with his right and to-
looke to the fais inherizance above, this we may fee
o in
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in David , who fweetly fayes & fings » 2 Sam. 23.5-

Thisisall my falvation gnd all my defyre; alshough he
makenot my houfe togrow : and therefore he will Pf.23¢
walk refolutlie through the Valley of the fhadow of
death and fear none evil , becaufe the Lord is with
him: andindeed it is no fmal matter to die thefe three
wayes », willingly , cheerfully , confidently & boldlie,
and with quietneffe, contentment, and fatisfattion.
But fecondlie , the grounds thatthele three flow from
doe mainlie anfwer and determine the queftione; for
its not a'counterfit willingneffe, nor a patural boldnefle
or marlinefle of Spirit, nor a carnallie fecure peace
and quictneffe flowing from fenfeleflnes s but fuch
willingneffe , boldnefle ;' & quictneflé as come and
flow from thefe 3 pregnant grounds: r, From peace
with God through Jefus Chrift , the foulhaving reallie
fled for refuge to Jefus Chrift and committed it felfe
to him ; faich fayes , thatis a good, fure , thorow ; and
everlafting bargane ;- & fo the man refts onirand "hath
peace. 2, From a good confcience givinga good tefti=
monie , which s ane excellent ground to come beforé
Gods Judgment with ; the teftimonie of a géod con-
fcience either inrefpe& of ane endeavoured blameleffe
life, or if the man have not {o a good confcience in that
refpe&, but many failings and.fo many challengess
yet he hatha good confcience in refpeét of its being
{prinkled with the blood of Jefus, thrugh whom all
kis failings and transgreffions are pardoned s which,
al{o rakes in 4 good confcience of fincere endeavour to
ftudie holirefle. The third-groundis, alivlieadddif-
tin@ frame of Spirit, whereby faith hath fome pre-
fent a&ing on Chrift , and on the everlafting Covenane
evenin Heach, that the foul is by and by to meet with

we will not fay bur there is a difference amongft

thir three ; the firffof thems implie and ablolutlie

neceffarie’; and the fécohd is neceflarie slfo in one of
the two forementioned réfpeds ;* che thizd may notbe

alwayes
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alwayes neceflarie (fora beleiver may die in the rage
of a fever, inafictof highdiftemper, or in a ftupi-
fieing palfie) yetitis alwayesto be purfued and fought
after, with fubmiffion to Gods bleffed will, and it
onduceth much ro the beleivers confidence and com=
fort, to havefome prefenta&ings of faith in a diftinét
way on Chrift and on the Covenant of grace, |
1 {uppofe now that this is fuch a fweet condition to
diein, as thereis none of you but would defyre to be
initatyour death ; but let me fay it, the molt part
takes not the right way to attaine it; Therefor in the
fecond place let me fpeake alittle to theferulesand di=
rections that ye muft needs ferioufly,and in the firength
o} grace endeavour to live by > withour which y¢& cane
not with well grounded confidence promife to your=
felves thefe comforts at death, and the bleflednefie that
followes it. __

Anc for the more cleir profecuting of this, 11hall
firt, inaword put by that which is not theway of
dieing in the Lord. And then fecondly » 1 fhall at
ﬁigater length propofe to you the way wherein ye

uld walk » inorder to theattaining of this defyre-
able end. ' _

Fitlt then , itis not the way of dieing in the Lord,
to die in excernal quietnefe , and with all our friends
about us» or inafort of calmenefle with litle paine
or ficknefle , manie heathens, manie carnal and civil
men, and manie hypocrites, have died cthat way ; 1ts
buta commoen outward thing > and manie may and
doe {lip quietly intothe pitc. Nor2. Isicto be much
taken up with bare wifhings and defyreings to die fo,
nay nor with fome efteime of dicing i the Lord,
it is good indeed in fo far, to with and defyre
it , and to efteime of it buc Balaam who had
4 moft miferable exit , 20d madea verie wretched end,
came that length , Numb, 24- and yet this is a great

part of many folks Religiony yea, the almoft all o{f
<
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it, who it may be will now and then commend it when
ina good moode. Nor 3. is this the way of dicing in
the Lord > to have fome coldrife Prayers to die fo , and
to be good friends with God, as we uleco {peake 5
there are none {o gracelelfe but {eeing that they mult
needs leave the world 5 would rather be in Heaver
then in Hell , and will readilie have fome gereral de-
{yres after it, and words of Prayer for it , but that will
pot doe the turne , for manie will feek to enter , that shall
not be able ; Luke 13, v. 24, many will pray to be raxen
to Heaventhatneve valked, neither loved to waiks
in the right way to it ; Nor 4. Is this the way of dieing
inthe Lord, to be takeing fome paines intheexter-
nals of holinefle, tobe hearing preachings, and fre-
quenting Communions, if that be all, it will not doz
the turne neither : It will not be futficient that ye heard
Chrift preach and fatt at one table with him ; halfeing
of holinefle is no holinefle , to be almoft a Chriftian
will not makea Chriftian indeed , there isaneceffitie
of being a Chriftian altogicher ; to have halfe holinefle;
and to be almoft a Chriftian onlie, will be bit to be
halfe faved ; and that will be indeed no falvation, but
will period in eternal damnation, and {o cannot be
dieing in the Lord. Nor g. Is it ro die with a per-
{wafionin our own mind, butill grounded, that we
arein him and thacall fhall be well , manie take them-
felves to be well and 11 2 good and fafe condition, be
caufe they trowit, and tancie that they are fo, and
they are verie unwilling and loath to let themf(elves
think il of themfelves : When we fpeak then of dieing
inthe Lord, it muft be fuch as will abide Gods tryalls
aud it is not he that commends himfelte, but he whom
God Commends , thac will abyd his tryal and be p-
proven. o _ |

But fecondly, what thén will doe it @ may you fiy;
we fhall (as we promifed) commend to you fome
rules to walk by, for ataining t!}i; end of dicing I

cthe
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the Lord 5 and ye fhall take them in feveral dire&tions,
bur we will not now in the clofe of this dilcourfe enter
on the particulars , onlie take this word in the general;
that all thefe who propofe this end to themfelvess
would previoufly take along wich them thir three ne=
ceflarie antecedentss 1. That they have their peace
made with God thrugh faicth 1a Chrift, and that they
fee well they be not living witha ftanding quarcel be-
twixt God and them , forits by faich that we are unit-
ed to him, and without faith we cannot be inhim,
and {o cannot pofliblie die in him. 2. This would be
takenalonge, not onlie to have faith in Corift ; and
our peace made with God thrugh him, but to know
that we haveit, to know in whom we have beleived ;
Ttis true chis is not effential as the former, yet it is
hardly potfible to die comfortably and corfidently
without it » therefor Chriftians are exhorted, 2 Per, 1.
Give diligence to make yonr calling and eletion fure.
3. T.ac they beexercifed o keep 2 good confcience
inall things » and alwayes towards God and towards
men s Its impoffivle in ane ordinary way to die well
except folkes endeavour {erioully and fingly to keep a
good confcience along their life, and to fquair the
fame according to the rule of the word , and walk
fuceabiie to their profeflion; All thefe.three are put
togither by the Apoftle Perers 2 Pet, 1.v. 5, He wills
thzm to whom he writes, to adde to therr faith the
exerciles ofthe other graces of the Spirit, then, v. 10,
he exhorts them to give diligenceto make their call-
ing and election fure; and then by fo doeing, he af-
{ures that ane entrance fhall be miniftred to them to
the everlafting Kingdome, whichis as if he had faid ,
by faftening your faich on Chrift, by <he exercife of
grace, and by ftudieing to make your calling and elec-
tion fure by well doeing, awide doorefhall be made
to you at death to enter (nto Heaven, and ye fhall have

the greater comfort and confidence te lay downe your
) life;
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life ; whereas on the contrarie when Chriftians doe
much negle& the faftening and fixing of their faith,
theexercife of grace » and the makeing of their calling
and ele&ion fure , the entrieis ftrait and difficule, 2nd
others that altogither neglethefe things, doe find
the doore quitte fhutt and no entrieat all : 1f cherewer
no more fpoken butthefe three words ,_to bein Chrift
by faith, tolive in him by the exercife of faich and
other graces , keeping 2 good con{cience towards God
and men, and to make your calling and election fure;
they might furnith you with work and dutie to take
youup all your dayes ; and they may alfo fervetocon-
vince and reprove manie who vainely intercaine them-
felves with the hope and expe&ation of dieing 1n
Chrift, burdoe not at all be-take themfelves to this
ivay of being, and living inhim, evento go¢ witha
blecked face & a ftoped mouth to the throne of grace
2nd cordially clofe with Chrifys Offer , being content
to adhere to him for righteoufnefic, andutterly tore-
nouace their own, and then in a way of diligence id
dutie , and by the fruits of anew nacure and life, to
evidence their union with him ; this is the verie mar=
row and {ubftance of what we would be at, and that
which is the hinge of our falvation, even the right
exercile of faith for righteoufnes, the right exercife
of grace for fanétification , and the right fetting of
oucfelvesere deathcome , to havethe grounds of our
intereft fure and-clear 3 But fuch of youas have takea
po paines to walk in this way , but ftill walk on, and
continue in , your own old carnal way , ye capnot war-
rantably expe& the benefites and comtorts that flow
from faith in Chrift, and from walking inhim , and
thele ares to diein him and to reigne with him 3 fow’
God himfelfe bleffe this word and make it ufefrl tor
you. '
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SERMON 1V.

Revel. 14:13.
Bleffed arethe Dead whichdieinthe Lordy, &¢.

T is ane eafie matter to fpeak and hear of the moft

(piritual and highly concerning trutkes , incompa-
Tiion of what it is to make them praicable , and
hence it comezh to paffe , that fo many fpeake and hear
ofthem , and that fo few pra&ife them > and the neir-
er that truthes or duties come to prefle uponusthe
mortification of our lufts , and to abftraét us from the
world , or to prepare us for dieing > we are the loacher
and the more reluctant so engadge in the praétice of
them , and tokeep clofleatit; Itsahardand difficul:
bufinefle to be both living and dieing at once ; though
everie man living may be faid to bedieing daylie in fo
far as he is haftening toit: And therefor feeing what
followes concernes your pracice, and is the maine
and mof material ufe of this great doétrine 5 let one
and other hearken diligently and give ear to what we
are to f{ay from God on this important fubject, with
a ferious purpofe and refolutionto pra&ife, for it wiil
not otherwayes be of advantageto you, and ye would
fo prepare yourfelves though grace to hear, as ye may
firmely refolye to keep that which is of fo great and
everlafting concernment to you.

We! £ laft occafion at ane ufe of exhortation, coms-
mending to you the right way of living fo as when
death comes » ye may have fome well grounded hope
of dieing inthe Lord ; Andwe propofed three things
in profecuting this ufe to be fpoken of. ¥, What we
called dieing in him , and we fhew it was to have {q]ig

aith
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faith and cleirneffe of Intereft in Chrift cheirfulncﬁ%
and comfort, quietneffe and fatisfaction in dieing, a
moft defyreable and comfortable condition when we
enter the lifts with death, even to have this confidence
that we are in him and fhall die in him.

We comefecondly » tofome directions that are fo
many fteps in the way to the attaining of this comfort-
able end of dieingin the Lord, we entred onthem in
General, 2and now are to profecute them a litle further,
thrugh the help of Gods grace; Before we could be
particular in direétions , we fhew chat thefe three
things behoved to preceed ; 1, There would be flicing
to Chrift by faith » and makeing peace with God:
thrugh him ; 2. There would be endeavouring to
make our calling and ele&ion [ure by well doeing , for
though our Jultification before God depend not on
our cleirnefle in this, yet much of our comfort and
confidence depends on it, and itisno doubtour dutie
to labour to make it fure. 3. There would te a holie
walk whereby we may have a good conlcience at
Chriftsappearing, for there can never be boldnefle and
confidence where thereisa ftinging confcience withing
and challenges for finning againft Light. -

To proceed then more particulzrlie to thefe direc-
tions, howto live asye may die well , whereinif we
fhould be large and fay alt char might be faid to this
purpole > it would leadus to fpeake of all the duties
of holinefle, and that withrefpeét to al! the conditions
of our life, ficknefle and health, profperitie and ad-
verfitie &c; to our particular and general callings,
and toallevents; foraswecariein thefe, fo we may
expe&ttodie, but thefe being general we fhall palle
them , and onlie propofe fome fiye or {ix direétions in
order tomens dieing in Chrift , as the great {cope of
this do&rine.

Thefirft dire@ion is, feek to eftablifh yourfelvesin
the faith of thefe general truths that concerne your

D3 dieing
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dieing, efpecially to be eftablifhed and confirmed in
the faich of death, judgment and eternitie, wherein
it will be either well or 1l] with you for evermore; And
this is not only to have a general conviction of the
truth of thele , bue by meditation to draw them downe
to particular application to yourfletves,that ye will die;
that after death ye will come to Judgment and beeter-
nallie happie or miferable ; for as w= faid before, one
of the great evils. that cherifheth Atheifme, ismens
living as if they wernever todie; fo then it is a fun-
dation of well doeing, folidlic to beleive death, judg-
ment , and eternitie, and they cannever live well who
lay not this for a ground , that they will die and come
to Judgment , and who confider not what wiil readily
be rheir challenges at death, that they may feek to
nfwer them now , and what may be theix tentations »
that they may be guarded againft them; Therefor ye
would be eftablifhed in the faith of thefe generals, and
endeavour to draw death and judgment neir to yous
you would per{ue them clofle in your meditation; Sup=
ofe that dearh wer this verie night approaching you,
confider withyourfelvesif ye durfi appear before Gods
tribunal to be judged 5 more of this in our thougi:ts
would help us» thrugh Gods blefling , to mor=-
rifie lults » and to give death litle to doe when it
comes ; But the truchis ,“the moft part never think
ferioufly on death , and becaule they defire not another
life then the prefent they fhun to think of death
] commend -he neceflitie of this to you from the great
2verfeneMe thac your carnal hearts and humours have
from the ferious and flayed thoughts of it, Ipofe you
that are given to plealure , can ye indure to think
on dieing ¢ And you that are glucting and furffetung
yourfelves with the world, Dow ye abvd to think on
thatword, Thou fool this night thy foul shall be taken
fromthee, and whofe shall thefe thingsbe¢ And youthat

are prophane , dow ve¢ think on that fad found of the
R ' trumpets



Sermon 1V. -

trumpet » arife dead and come into Iudgment ; thac
word of Fob is meet to be caried along withyou, I
know thow wils bring me unto death, though the good
man was miftaken in thinking he would die at that
time, yet he kaew he would die ere long, and be
brought uato ludgment after death s and caried along
with him the thoughts of it: Andif we would bein-
duced to try our prepareing for death by thefe
thouglits, how few of us would be found to mind it,
though it be of everlafting concernment # Ah! how
few hours are taken to think upon it? if ye were to
coime before mea or ane humnane court witha caufe
that much concerned you in the world, how would
ye thik of it before hand, and think of it agairic 2
and yer the moft momentuous of thefe are butve=
rie triffies , being compared with this great caufe and
cafe of conicience, how you fhall die , and appear
before the great God his Judgment feat,

Trefecond diretion is, that though all duties of
holineffe be requifit, yet thereare fome particular du-
ties that ye would in a fpecial manner make confcience
of { withoutneglecting any ozher called-for dutie) as
having a fpecial influence on preparation for dieing,and
as comeing neireft (tofay fo) to death, though much
{lighted. As 1. the dutie of felfe-fearching and examina-
sions wewould be verie impartial in lelfé®xaminz.
tion and in compting with God ; Ifmen (as Solomon
exhorts) fhould feeto the ftate of their herds and of
their flocks » much more fhould they fee to the condi-
tion of their fouls : Is it poifible, think ye, to die
confidentlie and comfortablie if ye be not acquainted
with the ftate of your fpiritual affaires , and endeavour
not to have your accounts with God ftated and adjuft-
ed? If there be 2 plague on men it js the negleét of
this ; and if there be ane aw-band and reftraint on
their Spirits from unfuteable latituds and loufneffe,
its the confcionable pradice of this dutie ; that which

Dy make$
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makes death fo terrible to many , is their living , fome
30, fome 40, fome 50, fome S0, years; without having
ever endeavoured to fitt their accompts with God,, let
be to have them difcharged. 2. Theexercile of repen-
tance/ which is alace!arare thing even among Chriftians
in thefe dayes) is a fpecial dutie tobe goneaboutia
order to our dieing in Chrift > that when we fee our-
felves wrong inanic thing (as manie wrongs may be
eafilie found in the forementioned fearch) we letc
them not lye overs but be earneft with God cll we
gera difcharge , andthat cannot be gotten till regen-
tarcebe exercifed ; where this grace of repentance isy
it hath Fich alwayes with it and it makes the heart
tender, aud removes challenges which make death
terrible, it is alfo a great enemie to fecuritie, pre=
fumetion, and pryd , aad keeps the hearc withall
melting , ard much in pouring out itfelfe betore God;
the want whereof in thefe dayés Kythes in the coid-
nefic of our duties of 3orfhip, and inche carnalnelie
of our walk; however they that would die in the
Lord, would ftudie to be found much in the exercife
of this grace (we doe here indifferently defigne thefe,
duties or graces,) for if repentauce be called for when
the Kingdome of Heavenisneir, thén fureicis called
for, swhendeath is neir, and there is nothing more
requifit then a kindlie penitent heartasa {puir to chace
to Jefus Chnift , when we are to meet with him at
death. 3, A third dutie, ictheexercile of mortifica=
tion, itisa painfull buta profitable dutie 5 to be cruci=
fied to the worldsto die to our luftsand carpal delights;
by mortification we mean not oolie, that which takes
aw.y the dominion of fin, and fetts on to the ftudie
of holinefTe, buethat which plucks up the roots and
tapouns of fin, and flayes the motions of it, and as
it were , weidsitout of the heart, that which puts
you to mortifie your diftempers and paflions of invye,

anger, pryd, inordinat defyres &c. Andto feek to
o have
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have your affe&ions heavenlie , which notablie fits
fordicing in the Lord. A 4, dutie that would be care«
fullie pra&ifed , is fobrietie s let your moderations
fayeth the Apoftle, be known to all men , the Lord is
at hand, mortification leokes much to things inthem-
felves finful and unlawful, Ifaymuch, though I will
not fay onlie, and fobrietie looks to things lawful in
themfelves ; wherein infobrietic is the bain and plague
‘of manie , who betag {o glued to the chings of 2 world,
and o thefe delyts and pleafures which are lawful in
themfelves, and whereof 2 moderat ufeis allowed
-that they are entangled and fertered with them and
made as unfitt for dieing , by their infobrietie in them,
as by their doeing of fome things that are in themfelves
fintul, O! how doeth inordinat love to children,
friends, lands, houfes, farmes, oxen, and to the
‘married wife , unfitt them for dieing , therefor the
Apoftle exhorts Chriftians , ¥ Pet. 1. To gird up she
loins of theirmind 5 tobe fober *1d bope tothe end ; for
when men are unfober in the u'e of t..e creatures , they
are like to tiefe that have long garments which take
the feet from them, as 1t wer, and impede them in
their walking and at ctheir work , when the affc&ions
hang loofe and drag on the earth and the things that
aremit, and the mind takes libertieto vaigand roave
after thefe things , tiie man cannot be buflie at his main
work;or make progrefle in his Journey ta Heaven;bue
fobrietie ficts him tor his work and makes the way eafie
to him, makes him well content with his houfe or
place and ftation and with whatever is hLis condirion
and lotinthe world, it {uffersnot hisaffe&ions to be
entang'ed with them, itmakes him fotoufethis world
as not ,»:.rlmfeing it 3 As the Apoitle exhorts, 1 Cor. 7.
to haveafort of fan&ified denyednefleto alawful ufe
of the creature-comforts » thatthe heart be not glutred
and furffetted with them,from whichsour blefied Lord
Jelus doeth moft powerfully difwade , Luke21-v. 344
S D s where
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2 here he fayes , Takehead leaft ac anictime vour heares
“ be overcharged with furfferting and drunkenne {Je and the
cares of shislifes and fo that day come ypon you unainares;
shere he plainlie infinuats {which 1s ftrange and lLittle
beleived and confidered} that there is ane overcharge
by caresabout the things of this life lawful in them-
{elvesy a5 well indifpoleing and unfitting for death and
Judgment,s 3¢ overcharge with furffecting & deunk-
ennefle is, This fobrietiz prepares for dieing in the,
Lord, to which preparation on the coatrarie , ane
overcharge wita worldlie cares is a2 mightie impedie
ment, asthele words of our Lord pat beyond all de=
beat ;efpeciailie when thefe two are tryfted togither, 3
diftempered mind with fuch worldlie cares within, &
manie tentations and Rumbling blocks from withioute.

A third direction 15> they that would die ia the
Lord would carie the thoughts of death along with
chem, asifevery dayand moment wer their laft, and
25 it they wer juft pow to appear before God, aund as
ifthey wer holily indifferent what hour or moment he
would call upon them for God hath fert (astoour
knowledge of 1t) 0o time precifly to our jiving here
;tis oblerved by fomeon Ecclef. 3. thatthere isa (ime
foreveriethings 3 time to be borne, 2 time to diey

‘3 time ro laughs and a time to weep, but there 1s
pone forliving for none can {ay muft or I fhall live
¢ill to morrow, therefore he bids the porter watchy
and would have ail flanding with their Armour 0%
them in a watchiull pofture , waiting for their Lords
coming thache come noton them upnawar(e ; nmnc age
qsz moFituris agds doe that now which thou would=
eft be found docing when death comes 5 hath been
ane old and exceblent faying, . '

It may be objeéted or queried here, isit poffible
¢hat 2 beleiver can alwayes agually remember Chrifts
coming and carie the thoughts of death 2long with
him?  Anfw. Icisin this dutie as in others > as when

i
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it is faid doe all to the Glorie of Gad » it is not.fo ta be
underftcod as if we could a&tuallie mind it all-alonge
in everie thing we doe, our minds being but finit,
and fo unable a&ually to mind rhany things or different
things in the fame inftant of time oratonce, that is
impoffible, but as there is a habituall minding of the
glorie of God, fo there is a habituall minding of
Chrifts appearance , which implyes thefe three things.
1. That when in cold blood (to fay fo) and at our
felves , werefolveto wdic for, and carie ourfelves
fucablie to the expe&ation of his appearing , and
to doe noching that we would fhun or think fhame of ,
or would not defire to be found doeing 5 if he wer 2ps
pearing ; which is in effe& to becontinuillie onoug
watch. 2. That whenever we take ourfelves napp-
ing , weftirr up ourfelves toane actuall minding of it,
and endeavour to fquair the actions of our life accords
ingly » asking our ownhearts, if wedurft doe this os
thatif he wer to appear , and accordingly to be fweyed
with the aw of his appearing. 3. Thatin our ordi-
nary walk,- we be often reviveing the thoughts of
Chrifts appearing, putting ourfeives often in mind
ofthis rute , even to walkfo asif he wer immediatly
to appear; hence beleivers are often fliled in the
Scripture , waiters for, and lovers of, his appea:-
ing 3 and hence alfo che dutie of watching is fo fre-
quently commendcd to them : [othen we would nat
have this fo univer(ailie to be underflood, asif beleix-
ers wer to doe nothing more nor ifit wet fpoken by
a voice from heaven that they would prefently die, or
that Chrift wer picfently to appear, for then they
would leave many actions undone » and leave off law-
full Journeys and Voiadges, and other aétions they
are called to, but the meading is, that we.endeavour
tobe foundin, or at, nothing, we will think fhame
of when heappears , and inall things alwayes to keep
a good confcience, aconfcience void of offence tow-
ards God and towards man. i A
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A fourth dire@ion is this, thefe that would diein
¢he Lord would be timeonfly acqazinting themfelves
with the croffic of Chrift and not feeking after 2 pam-=
pered life, or to have the world at their will, but
learning to fold bow, and ftoup to difficuldes and
firaits ; notthat I would have anie procureing croffes
to themf{elves , but as they would not procure them
fo they would not peremptorly determine to efhew
them when the Lord calls to take them on, and bear
them; but =.they would carie along 2 refolution t0
fold to croffes when they come. 2, When they comes
they would neither with finful anxietie, feek to fhun
them , nor wonld they lye downe dif: couradged under
chem » but denie themfelves 5 take up their crofle

leafantlie s and cheerfullie, and follow Chrift. 3.
!i’bcy ¢ha have perfonal freedome from cioffes would
kindlie fympathife with them thatare under the croffe,
Hence Solomon [ayes 5 that is isbettertobe in the houfe of
sourning then in the boufe of feafting , Ecclel.7.v. 2.
there is a greater good to be had there nor in the houfe
where there is banquetting > revelling > and carroufing;
Therealon is, becaufe few living 1n profperitie are
content and difpofed to die, and adverfitie doeth beft
Joofe folks grips fromthe world ; O/ it is hard to be
glurting in the things of the world, and to live in a

(perous and plenciful condition,and not to be with=
Qrawn thereby from {piritual things 3 Therefor isthe
cxofle and dieing to the world fo much commended »
forlitle croffes are» as itwer , bitts of death or litle
deaths and peices of the curfe, aswellas deathitlelfe
is (though by the death of Chriit they areturned into
blethings to beleivers) andif we be habituat to thefe
lirle deaths > there will bea much eafieryeildingtothe
greatdeath, 2ndlefle to doe when itcomes,

A fifth dire&ion s , that we ftudieto die dayly, and
itis drawn fron? the Apoftles words» 1 Cor, 15 31.
Y prosefbby your rejoyceing, which I have in Chrift Fefus

ony
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our Lord 5 Idiedaily ; which not enlie fetts out his
hazard daylie , buc his feeking to prevent deach, in
dieing while he was living and ere death came > and ie
implyes, 1.a convi&tion caried along with him of the
neceilitie of dieing. 2. A looking on the continual
hazard of dicing ; 3. A preparation for ; and continual
readinefle to die ; and 4. Anea&ivenefle in eflaying to
die , oraneaging ofdeath , in a maener, before death
come : We would follow the fame way and be fre=
quentlie putting ourfelves before Gods barr , and con-
fidering how we will anfwer deaths call , bowing onr
flubborne humour that it may not be found untragtable
at death , docing that everie day that we would be
found doeing when death comes , ftudieing to haveall
things in that order that we would defyre to have them
in then, and habituating ourfelves (as I faid) o
dieing ; when going to our Prayers in the morning ,
to put ourfelvesin fuch apoftour as if we wer no more
to goe abroad in the world  and lyeing down at night »
as if we wer not to rife againe in the morning, and
‘when we [peak or doe , to {peak and doe like men that
have not leng time to live after our {peaking or doeing.

The fixthand laft dire@ion fhall be this, that ye
would put in pra&tice what your own confcience
your light according to the Scriptures, and the meanes
ye have, bold out as neceffarie for makeing and keep-
ing of your peace with God , and the keeping off of
a quarrel betwixe him and you ; This ordinarly is one
of the main challenges that meets folkesat death » that
they have fufpended the prattice of manie things they
wer convinced of » that they have fhifted, delayed,
and pute off feafons and opportunities of called-for
duties , and have fitten down on this fide of them
that they have not reformed fuch faules as they wer
convinced of &c. it is commonly faid of lawes  that
we had need of one law to make other good lawes be
putinexecution, 2nd fo have we nced of fome ong.di-

reltion
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re&ion to help us to make other direétions pra&icable,
according to that word , Ecclef 9 : 10. Whatfoever
thy band findeth to doe, doe it with all thy might 5 for
there is no work_, nor knowledge > nor wifedome 5 nor
devyce inthe grave whither thougoeft ; weare all pofling
on towardsour grave, and there is no doeing ot duties
nor mending of faults there ; therefore what everthe
lightof the word , and of our confcience well inform-
ed thereby s cleirs to be dutie we would be ferious
and diligent in the doeing of it s andin the docing of it
without delay : and ifthis onething wer made con-
fcience of , it would doe more, thrugh Gods blefl-
ing, then many : your confciences are convinced I
fuppofe, that the former diredtions are verie helpfull,
and that fuch as live chus will die the better, but
alace ! Many of you doe not fo much as think on them
let be pragtife them ; it may be they fball not be in
your thoughts till this day eight dayes , and when 1t 1s
{o to what purpofe are all direétions, for what ufe
ferve they ¢ Aretheynot, thinkye, ulelefle uniefle
they be put inprad&ice? Therefor put not by thisasa
thing of litle concernment; death s thedoorto hea-
ven, and deathisatthe door; andliving well is the
way to dieing well , and as ye would live and die in
the Lord, ye wouldlay weizhr on thefe direétions;
and fall about the pradtice of them in the ftrength of
his own grace.-

But before we proceed any further , though there
may be a convi&ion that what hath been faid is all
true , yet there will be ane inward murmuring againt
_it with many profain perfons & readily two objection-
es will be ftarted by {uch.

The firft obje&ion will probablie be this, if none
die well but fuchas be-take themfelves to fuch a way
of livings who will or can die well¢ Such a lifeis
impoffible to'us s therefore we will hold on in our

ewa way and hope well ; many whenthey hca;i !'uéh )
Oci-
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dotrine are ready to think and fay 2s they did, Fobn.6.
Who after thev had murmured ar Chrifts difcourfe,
faid verf. q41. Thisis abard faying who canbearit? We
thall by tnis means, will they fays be reftrainedin
our libertie, we fhall thus be putt to haunt alwayes
the houfe of mourring , and never fuffered once to
laugh or fmile (although that be not our meaning , to
keep men from being mirry and cheirfull when called
tobefo, bucto keep from being carnall, and to fere
juft bounds to them in their mirth) ; Buc for an{wer to
thefemens queftion, we would; t. Ask them this
Qucftion, 1s this the truth of God, that fuch as
would die in him muft aime and endeavour toliveas
we have faid ¢ Isliving well the way to dieing well 5
and dicing well the gate to Glorie? If fo, will it
then, thinkye, beafatisfieing anlwer to God to tell
him, thaccheugh this way of living isthe way chalk-
ed out by thee for dicing well, yet we cannot clofe
with it, we cannor walk in it, 1ts fo uncafieand fo
narrow away ¢ Ifit be Gods way wiil ye putt it cff fof
Or will ye carve out another way then God hes carved
out to you? 2, Let me ask fuch,-is not the pate
ftraic and the way narrow that leads to heaven and
eeernall life¢ Will ye not therefor goe to heaven
thrugh fuch a gate and way ¢ And is not the wayof
living fo as to die well and in the Lord the wayro
heaven, and muft it not have difficultie in it? And
yet thirdly let me fay to fuch, that this way is bue
difficulc and unealie to cerrupt nature > toa proud and
carnally delicate heart that cannot indure in the leafk ta
be difquieted in the enjoyment ot 1ts {enfuall plesfurcs
and delyts, and to a finfull felfifh humour that will noz
ftoup ro God, vertofuchaslove to walk o chis way,
ail the duties are poflible and the difficlties {uperable
thrugh grace, yea it is taorrow-out a moit pleafan:
pathand way, Pbhilip. 4.verf. 13. Prov.3.verf. 17.

They will fecondly cbject, ail yonder things che
maa
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man fpeaks of may be true, nay we cannot deny but
they are true, yet we may be doeing and yet hope
thrugh Gods mercie to win to heaven; have net
many who have lived even as we doe diedweil and
been faved # And fuch will readily have the thiefe on
the croffe to caft up, which would in reafon fpeak to
them for their reclaiming, and from this they pro-
fainly conclude that they may hold on their own way s
and yet hope to mend and grow better at length and fo
to gete mercie when they die; bue for anfwer; ¥. o!
Thou graceleffe and profaine wretch is chat the ufe
thou makes of mercy, even to fin becaufe God is
mercifull, and to fin that grace may abound? Is thac
the end of Gods revealing his grace and mercie, to
make him 2 minifter of fin? Hew can ye look mercie
inthe face that fo abufe mercie? AndyetO! How
ryfe is this among profainfoules, to fin becaufe God
is mercifull, to abufe his grace and make him., asI
f2id , 2 minifter of fin? Confider of it, if ye will
dar to look grace and mercie in the face that have thus
ftumbled and brocken your necks on them. Secoadly
though there be fome that God hath given mercytoat
their death > yethow many arecthey who have {inned
prefumptoufly and have gotten mercie< The theife
on thecrofle , itis true, gott mercie, butdid heever
defpife and abufe Gods grace and mercie as ye doe¢
Tcis one thing to fin out of infirmitie and humblie to
pray for, and to expeét mercie and another thing
to fitt warneings , and profainly toturne the grace of
God into wantonnefle , and yetto have 2 prefumptu-
ous hope of mercie. Thirdly how many arethere in
hell, and how few are there in heaven who have lived
asyedoe? Gods Judgment hath come upon them and
furprifed them ; fo thatchey gott never leave to repent
nor feek after Gods mercie, and they are now {marte-
ing for delaying to imbrace the offer of mercie, and
for their defpifeing of it » and cannot mend it¢ How

mang '
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irianic are like therich gluteon crying in the place of
tormenty, who if they were permirted to fpeak to you
would fay,, goetell thefe our Brethren that they put
not off time, and thatthey dallie not in their day with
the offers of grace and mercie as we did, leaft they
come into this place of torment with us. Fourthlie,
MWho ever gott mercie to whom their fin hath not
been bitter-to them ¢ And will ye contjnue in thae
-which hath been fo bitter toothers ¢ If ever ye gett
mercie ye muft cometo it , thorrow the way of repen-
tance, and by weeping-croffe, tofayfo, and itfhall
be more bitter to you foone or: fyne , thenall the pleas
fureye had in fin was fweettoyou, = L)

The third and laft thing to be fpoken to , is fome few
.Confiderations to prefle the neceflitie of takeing thefe
dire&tions, and of walking according to thefe rules,
that ye may not be unfruitful hearers but doers of this
truth; foritis pra&ice.thac is the life of Religion,
and4f anie thing ought to be pra@iled, fure this is ity
even to learpe the right airt of dicing in the Lord;
Angd therefor thatye may not decline it; Confider, 1.
Whither: or not the authoritie of God and of his Son
Jefns Chnft layes oa.this do&rine , if there be a com.
‘tand .for it ; thac all thae expeét a dieing in Chrift
fhould live in-him ,:and if to die in him bea dutie,
then, to make ufe of thefe meanesand direétions thae
conduceto.it, muft lykewayes be a commanded dutie,
and thefe muft be the true and faithful {ayings of Gnd;
itis 3 wonder that-ye can have anie thing to fay againft-
them, foryecannot denie them to be the truths of
God, and yetasitis Pfal. §0. ye (manie ofyou I mean)
caft them behind your :backs , ye will not it may be
bow a knee to God in prayer swhenye gae home,. ye
will not fo much as ask yourfelves what poftour your
fouleisin for all thac.hath been or can be faid§ re=
member that ye will have God and not us to make ane
accompt unto ; and therc;fo% aniz of you that have
- ; CONa
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-confciences and any the leaft meafure of rendernefle in
‘them, mind thefe duties, or know thatye fhall , will

yenillye, bethe more unexcufeable ; if we darr con.

fidentlie” preffe any truth- vpon you 5 Its rhis anent
dicing in Chrift , -and holineffe as the way to it, asthe

-fumme and-fcope of al! our preachicg, which will

onlie doe you'good as it workes to this end ; And

therefors let us wich all earncfthefle obreft you to

thirk more {eriouflie onyour dieing in Chrift, - 2nd 101

order to that , 6h your living inhim and ¢o him thaeye

may have boldnefle at his appearing ; otherwayes we

"doe feriouflie ahd Tolemnlie proteft unto vou in the

Name oi God, thatyon fhall never fee his blefled face,

nor en;oy his bleffed followv thip. - -

The fecond confiferatién is taken from your own
great advantages and the mightie-concernment thizt
1s in giving obedience to thefe directions, though there
be a fecond death to them who make notreadie for the
firft , vet there isbutone déathto allof yotias toche
final fentence, & upon this depends Heaven & Hel'&
the eternal condition of your imimoital foulés,’ Wi
ther they fha!l be unrder the curfe ‘of Géd drinking of
the cupe of his Wrath for-ever; -or undér his b!‘éffii‘g
drinking the cup of his love for ever', -whitHier the
fhifl-be n the cafe of enemies; or in thecale of frietids,
whither'they fhall enjoy Gods companié or haveithe
companic of Devils 3~ And thirk ye'thé € s no-ods‘or
difference betwixe thefe two ,- blefledneffe znd nrifés
rie? and are ye not concerned which of thefe two frali
befall you and be your lote for ever more > are ye beafts
that have no immortal toules #orare’yéHeathens ¢l
never heard of the right way to-Heaven:and happinefle,
tiarye thould thus wzlk onin thebroad way tnar leads
to Hell and deftru&ion; and tuine your backs upon
the narrow way becaufe it is narrow; ‘and fo willfullie
precipitat yourfelves into the botromleffe pier,;™nd
1to the deep gulte of Gods curfe and wrach for }e;er'.'
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How litle foever ye may think of thefe things now ;
yetyefhall , if yelooknottoit, to your eternal coft
find the certaine and fad truth of them one day.
A third Confideration is drawn from cthe great
work that there is abour death, and when it comes
to dieing, & when the immortal foul muft be diflodged
& leave the bodie,and will not pofliblie be gott keeped
any longerinit; yenever made fuch a voyadge, ye
never had fuch a peece of work in hand as this will be
found to be, wheniafirmities of the badie grow on
you a-pace, and at a great height, when the encum:
berance and fafhrie (to fay fo) of the things of the
world , when the affe&inn of relations and friends,
when eternitie ftareing you in the face; when the De-
vilthe great accufer;not onlie ofthe brethren but of all
other #en, with his libels waiting on, when the Law
inits pafling the fentence and curfeing everie transgref-
for, when Chrifts dreadfui fentence, depart from me
yecurfed &c. areall to be metr with and encounteréd
atonce ; and when the confcience within will be cliw
mouring to you that ye wer not at all follicitous-and
careful to efhew thae fad fentence ; and befide all thefe
ye will yet have a greater partie to deal with then your
confcience ; even the great God the juft and righteous
Judgeofall the earth, and O ! but it bea fearful thing
to fall 1nto the hands ot the living God, and when
withal ye fhall have 2 multitude of challenges and ten«
tationsto enter the lifts wich, this will be found ano-
ther fort of thing then 2 Journey to London,or 2 voiadge
toHolland, France or Spainesor to the eaft or we Indjess
and think ye who have put by and fpentall yourlife in
vanitie, that ane hour ortwo, oralitlé time at death
will be enough for prepareing you to encounter with
it? O fad and foul-ruining miftake , are there not
manie poor wretched fouls when death comes, who
are forced towith, Oh! if we had another lifetime
tolive  we would fpend it betzer, and with fucha wim
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as that, poor {ouls ; they flip away.

 Confidzr tourthlie ., the connexion that God hath
eftablithed betwixt your dieing in the Lord and the
following of thefe dire&ions, betwixt holinefe and
happineffe, now holinefle is not the {peaking of fome
good words when ye cometo die, otherwayes why
fhould it befomuch preffed in your life ¢ the end of
holineflc is Heaven and happine(le , and the end of the
broad way of profanitie and formalitie, is Hell and
deltrudtion ; lvis true, asI have oftenfzid, that God
may pluck {ome by a miracle of his grace our of the
broad way at their deach, butthey are verie few with
whom he deals {0 ; the way to deftru&ion is broad and
eafie, and manie walk in it 3 O ! how isthis roade
beaten by multitudes of paffengers » and ufuallie as
men live fothey die, if they live wickedlie they die.
accurfedlie and fall into perdition, hence is that pro-
verb, fuch alife fuch angend 3 aman that i1s worldlie=
minded , or prefumptuous and {elfe-conceated in his
life , ordinarlie diesfo; And canye promife to your-
felves a comfartable death if ye live profainlie or hypo-
criticallie # benot deceaved God will not be mocked,
for ifye fow rothe flefh alonge yourlife , yefhall moft
certzinlie of the flefa reap corruption at your death;
O! know therefore and beleive the abfolute necefiicie
ofliving well , of living in, and to theLord, if ye
would die welland in the Lord.

Fifthlie, Confider and think fericuflie upon. the
great hazard ve are in of fpiritual Judgments, if fo
be ye negleét holinefleand the following of thefe di-
rections 11 your life, be affrayed of blindning » hard.
ning , of delufion , of a reprobat mind &c, beaffrayed
that though ye thou'd ge:t a long tune before death ,
that yet ye may i.cver gete grace ro repent who thus de-
lay and put it off ‘o long ; if ye then would die well
and prevent fuch plagues, live holily, or if ye care
_not todie miferably, goeon in your profanitie or in
your
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your prefumption notwithftanding of the nzird of
being thus plagued, and of perifhing at the laft, on
the fancied hope of merciey for one of thefe wayes ye
muft liveand die; burwe fay againe, confider what
{piritual Judgments ye may fall under is your de-
laying , ye know not but a commiflion may come forth
from God to his word and meffengers, to make your
heart fate, youreyesblind, and yourears heavie &c.
fuch a fad commiflionas cize Prophet Haiah getss in
the fixth Chapzer of his prophefie to many of his
then-hearers ; It maybeachallenge hath been refifted,
or amotion of the Spirit quencied at this verie time,
and who knows but ye may never henceforth meet
with another that thall doe you good # are there not
manie Judgments of this kind rained on finners dailie?
are not manie preached blind » deaff; and hard, fo
that the plaineft 5 cleareft ; and moft home-prefled
truths haveno more influerce ,on them then upon as
manie ftockes or flones ¢ and whence is this I pray @
Is it not from your not makeing ufe of thelight holden
forthto you from this Word of God, and from your
refifting , flifing , and fmothering of challenges and
motions of the Spirit ye have had ¢ becaule of which
God fmites you with fenfelefsnefle,

Sixclie, Confider what poffible idvantage there
is or can be in delaying this fo neceffarie 2 work, and
what certaine prejudice thereis in 1ty 1. There is no
advantage, for the longer ye continue to delay ye are
ftil] the furcher behind , and the further out of the way,
and the greater will be the difficultie to gett yourfelves
recovered ; there will ftill be more gule contraéted,
and moe challenges to deal with, and the greater laa
bour to gete your Spirits pur iato a good frame which
ye have fo much and fo long diftempered ; vea, e will
be a peice of 2 begun hell to you, when ye confider
how ye have brought yourfelves to fuch a woeful nea
ceffitie of haftering , mangleing> and{poyling all that
' ' E work
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work and buffineffe that ye fhould have gone about fo
deliberatlie  orderlie; timeouflie, and carefullie in
the time of your health ; fo that all your advantage
will be but morefin, and that will bring on a greater
heap of defperat forrow and wrath. Secondlie, ye
will not onlie have no advantage but ye will have
much prejudice by it, for befide what hath been faid,
ye cannot comfortablie anfwer deaths call and fum-
monds to appear before the tribunal of the grear Judge;
How manie of youif ye wer todie juft now and never
to goe out of this Church alive, how maanie are there,
1fay, of you that could not have peace and comfort
atyour death ¢ Ifthe walls of this houle wer fhaking,
would not horrour take hold on you, as pangs of 2
woman in travel ¢ Tt may be fome that are beleivers
in Chrift would be fomewhat dilquieted and a litle fura
prifed, yetthey would foone thrugh grace recolledt
themfelves and be compofed > but could tize moft pare
of you lay down your life with peace, calmenefle, and
comfort if death fhou!d thuscome upon you now or
before to morrow ¢ and you are not fure but it may »
for you know not what may befal you ere ye goe
home , nor when ve lye downe if ever ye fhall rife
agiine ; Andisitpofiible that ye can have peace or
comfort on folid grounds when death comes, if ye
be not found haveing your peace made with God
through Jefus Chrift, and walking inthe way of ho-
linefle # Tt will be put poor and coid comfort then, to
think that you have made fuch ane advantagious ba-
gaine in the world thac you have fuch a land-eflate
or fo much mony, fuch a commodious dwelling-
houfe, fo fine orchards or gardings, or fuck a well
furnifhed hope &c. that one word will marr all that
comfort s fool thisnight they shail require thy fouly and

whole then shall all thefe thing s be ¢
Seventhlie s Confider the particular croffes, infirmi-
ties,and afli&ions ye are under and may be ihor:liedun-
£ry
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der ,- which may put you in mind of dieing s andin-
viré you ro make ¥srachange to the better ; now ye
are in health , within alitle ye may fall fick ; now yé
grein {aftie, and by and by ye may bein hazard ; doe
not fo many changes call on you aloud to make for ane
unchangeable eftate, and to endeavour to make fure
that it may be a happie one ?

And now when we have [poken both to dire&ions,
and confiderarions prefling and enoreeing the praétice
of them , for ordering cur life and wa'k witha due re-
gaird to dieing> and to dicing in the Lord ; we are
affrayed thatit thall be buc as water fpilt on the greund,
and bu litle further the convi&tion and edification of
manie of us, which God oniie can prevent; and
therefore we thall thuitup all svith a word to two forts
of you; T:.e x.is toyou that are firicken deaff and
dead with the {piritual Judgments of Cod, who no
more regaird or mind your immortal foules then if ye
had none atall, who live ratherlike beafts then like
reafonable men and women ; o like pagans rather then
like Chriftians, what through carnal joveltie and
mirth in fome, what thrugh prophanitie & mocking of
pietie in otherfome, what through idlenefle ina third
fort,what thrugh the earthlie- mindedne(le & groveling
in the world that s in a fourth fort; and what through
fecuritie , formalitie, and hypocrifie that reignes
the greateft part ; I affure you in the name of the Lord,
that death is comeing and God will not be mocked,
asyefow fo ye fhall reap ; thinkye it fufficient prepa=
ratton fordeath, or a {uteable readinefle to die, to
laughand iport and play over your time, orto have
your buildings goeing up , and your bargains goeing
on? beguile not yourfelves there isa reckoning quick-
lie coming which will be verie fad , and manie of vou
will find yourfelves behind and at a loffe in themazine
bufincfle: doe not think, Sirs, that we fpeak thir
words for the fathion , your cafe requires themall, and
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therefore yet againe as ye would efhew theeviland
miferie that followes the lighting of fuch a warning
doe not put it eafilie and lightlie by you, for the Lords
fake, foritis hugelie above ali your greatcft concernes
in the world , tolook for death and to provyde for it
The fecond word fhall be to you that thorrow grace
have begun to provide for it and are fallen flack > re-
mifle and negligenz, O! bealarmed and rouled upto
dilizence; Alace! butfew carefullie and coniciona-
blic Rudie the airt of dicing well and in the Lord , and
make in anie tollerable mealure as they ought, for
their appearing before Chriits tribunal 5 look Chrif=’
tians to the tract of the beft of your lives, and how
unfureable itis and how fhort of that it fhould be,
thereis (alace!) much carnalneffe ; ruggednefic, and
untenderneffe amongft us, much formalirie and over—
linefTe in duries of worfhip,much earthlie-mindednefle,
much paflion, muchprydand vanitie ; Itis awonder
that anie, who havethe faith of their appearing be=
fore God, fhould dar to play fuch untender pranks
(to fay fo) and to take {uch unfuteable laritudes to
themfelves befide the rule , and to have fo groffe, fo
carnal,, and fo uncircum{peét 2 walk as manie of us
have; Studie more tenderneffe Chriftians for the
Lords fake, otherwaves though you will gete your
foules for a prey, and will arrive at laft fafe at chat
harbour of reft prepared for the pecple of God, yet
ve may and will probablic have averie unpleafant and
uncomfortable voyage rot without feveral tempeits
and flormes fomecimes threatning utter fhipwrak ; and
find a verie ftrait and dificult entring into the port;
when death comath o look vou in the face , and when
you begin to thick of your being {onear toane appear-
ance before God » you may be in confiderable fear ;
now the Lord himfelfe whofe word chis is, make it
¢ff-&nal for your edification and advantage through

3 efus Cb.['lﬁo
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SERMON V.
Revel. 14: 13. o
Blefed arethe dead , u.'bz'crb dfe inthe Lord , ¢ c. ’

T hath been ane old faying of many , thatnone can

be called bleffed before their death, though poili-
blie in the fenfe that fome Heathenstook it it be not
found, yetwewho are Chriftians may fay, if death
be not taken in, and ifaman be not bleffed at his death
he is not bleft at all, and though death afceraverie
fhort whiles aboad in the wozld putts men out of time,
yet it hatha long traine of eternal confequencs follow-
ing it , appearance before God in Judgment , and
everlafting well or ill being, are no trivial nor lighe
matters ; and yet as men clofe their eyes intime at
death, fothey may cxpeét the miferie or comfort that
Judgment and eternitie will bring along with them;
and 1t is the great fcope and defigneof this Scriptureto
commend to you dieing well from the bleflednefle
that accompanies and followesit, |

We wer in the forenoone prefling , as we could,
the practice of fome directions how to prepare for
death, and fhall now fpeakalitle to one queftion ere
we proceed to make any further ufe of the dogtrine,
and it is this. .

What fhall they doe at death who have quite ne-
glected thefe direétions , or not fo minded them as
they thould have done s and whoare broughtina fur.
prife of providence, ere they be awar, near the bor-
der and brink of eternitie, who have but few dayes
or rather houres to live and cannot promife one to
themfelves¢ A verie concerning queftion; (and O!
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hat folk would Rudie to prevent it by minding the
former direCtions in time) & withall adifficult quefti-
on to anfwer {olidly and cautioufly ; for indeed it is not
cafie to fpeak to dreing perfons (whatever many may
think of it) who whea they are living will not hear;and
therefore let none make a wrong ufe of what fhall be
faid to the queftion, & this certainly is one wrong ufe
of it, to delay time and ro fhift preparing for death
till it come on you 3 but firft, put this queftion feri-
oufly to yourfelves, how ye fhould livechat ye may
not have fach a queftion to ask at your death, and
that ye may efhew the anxietic that fuch a quefiion
hath with 1c at fuch a timej ye will very readily ask
the queftion but heartleflie in fickneffe, who in your
health pute it off carelefilie till death furprife you,
and therefore be rather in holy dread of that time
when it may be ye will {carcelie gert ane hour to think
on the buffinefle, or it may be gett noneto fpeak to
you to give you elearnefic about ic, or pofliblie ye
may not have libertie for paine and ficknefle to think
onit, or to hear one {peak to you acent it, which
thould in reafon firr you up by all fureable meanes to
endeavour to be ina good, meet, and ready poftour
before that time come. Butrto {peak a litle 1n anlwer
to the queftion, we fthall diftinguvith unpreparedneffe
for dieing in three fores or kinds of it , orthere may be
three forts of perfons that may be fuprifed by death 1n
ane unprepared condition, and to each of thefe we
hall fpeakaword., 1. Thereis one fort which are ab-
folutlie and moft finfullie fo,that never take anie paines
ac all to be prepared for death uil it cometh upon
them ; we may fpeak to ftones in the wall as well as
to manie of you who are fuch. A fecond fort,is of thefe
who have had fome tendernefle ,* but they are fallen
flacke, negligent »aid out of agood frame. A third
fore is of fuch as want feiling and comfort & are with-
out clearnefle of their interelt, and fear todieinthat
Cﬁndition. AS i
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As for the firft fort, we fayto you, it is no won-.
der that ye {lip away fecurelie , and fall into the pit of
deftru&ion that live fenfclefllic and flupidlie ull death
comeupon you > ye thac never think of death till ye
and it meet, what can ye expeét fhould be {poken to
you for your comfort? alwayes we fhall lay downe
fome grounds to be made ufe of » evenin fuchadeplo-
rable and defperat-like condition » when folk have
quite negle&ed preparation for death in their health,
if fuch have buc one hour to live , they would confider
1. Thatrepentanceis thea pofhiblie attainable , they
are within tryfiing termes with God as long as they
arein the land of the living and the fentencc not paft.
Secondlie, That there 1s then no peace tobe had \ith
God, butiathefame way itis gotiennow  thatis by
faithin Jefus Chrift s which goes along with repen.
tance; 4nd by folks betakeing themlelves to anew
way of living werit butin a fincere refolution 5 Chri
is the way the truth and the life, none cancome to the father
but by bim, and without farch there is no union with
him, and whoever look tor eternal life ; muft have
icthrugh faithin him. Thirdlie, That thougha perfon
wer to live but one heur, fomewhat ef thele mufi be,
fome faich , fome repentance , fome endeavoured
clearnefle of intereflt , fome peace , fon:e holineffe
though it wer but inthe bud, foasto {pezk but a few.
words to God, ortoothers ffanding by, as we may
fee in the theife on the crofie, grace wherever 1t
comes wer it but of one houres age or fianding , is
grace 2nd hath the fame vircu2l fubRaneial fruits, or
fruitsinthe bud, aslfaia , thae grace of oider age
and longer ftanding hath, et fomrthlie, where thore
timeis, there is need thas ticre be feme difference
from what is ordinarie in the death of Chriftizns of
longer ftanding in the ftate of grace in pur{ueing of
thefe things ; 1. Inrelpedt of time, to goethe {peea
dilier through them,that is;zo run (as it wer the more.
fwiftlie
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fwiftlie and fpeedily thrugh repentance and felfe.exa-
mination » flecing to Chrift, and the fruits of holi=
nefle; If time be fhore thefe would be contradted,
not that they would be flighted ; bug there would be
endeavouring to put them fome way rogither, The
Yordfayeth , Mateh, 1. x2. The Kingdome of Heaven
fisffers violence, and the violent take it by force; there
mult be a forr of vioience even in health in this marter
but more ar death, thatis, if they gete notall doubts
an{wered they would know there is ane abfolute ne-
ceffitieto be at Chrift , which muft pute them to fiep
over thele particular digiculties ; as the preaching of
the moral Law in Fohn’s time forced people fome way
to itep over the Ceremonies of the Law to Carilt,
fo by Analogie, perfons who have been negligent
in their life muft ufe the fame violence at death,
they muft have found repentance and faith, and
by thefe betake themfelves to Chrft fpeedilie 5
and this fpeedineffe is » asI faid, to be underftood
in refpeét of time ; thefe things fitt and qualifie for
him and would be made ufe of (peedilie o unit ta
him. 2. A differencé would be inrefpeét of the mea-
fure, though repentance be in this cafe fhorter, the
humiliation would be deeper, though the challenges
be fhoiter , the pangs would be fo much theforer , the
perfon would be further downe in felfe-loathing and
abhorring ; regeneration and the new biith in fuch
perfons borne againe fo verie late , will readilie be
with greater paine and fharper pangs » with higher ia-
dignation a: fin and greater hatred at their own evil
wayes > then if they had been fooner regenerated,
3. There weuld be a difference inre(pedt of eager-
neffe and holie broudennefle s which would be beyond
ordinaric 3 it is never good to delay repentance » faith,
and holineffe , buryer tolkes may come in to Heaven
with a fome-what flower pace (to fay fo) in health,
taen when they have putt off and delayed thefe ull

) fickneflz
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fickneffe and death come onthem, then they would
be in a fpecial manaer alwayes reftleffeill they be ata
point, 4. Having thusexercifed faithand repentance,
they would die refolving to be the more in free graces
com-noun and debt , for if anie of all Adams pofteritie
be oblidged to Godsand bound to be the verie humble
flaves (1f we may [peak{o) of moft foveraignlie free
grace, moftcercainlie thefe crerfons are moft fingular-
{ie {0, who have been refcued and fnacched from deaths
heli, wrath, and the Devil when he waseven readie
and about to lay prefentlieshis hands on them s and pull
them to thepitt with hm: Andnow I {ay againe,none
thac are in fuch a condition, nor anie of youall, have
anie the leaft ground of encouradgment given from this
do&rine, topurtoff ordelay faith, repentance, and
the ftudie of holinefle, let none therefore take anie,
leaft they be put to fmart for their follie eternzllie.

As for the fecond fort that have had more tender-
nefle, bur are backflidden and fallen negligent and
out of frame, they are totaketheiame way; when
death putts them in a flaught, as it wer, and con-
fcience with challenges ftairs theminche face, they
would renew their repentance and faith in Chrilt,
and the fruits of holinefle, the more fpeedily and
eaggerly , they would be the more humbled, flee the
more haftily to their citie of refuge , come with a
more ftopt mouth betore God, and acknowledge
grace to be thefreer, and allow ittohave the greatec

lorie.

& As for the third fort, who have keepedup more.
tenderneffe, and who would faine have their interelt:
and peace clear, and to this day could neveratcaine
toit, orif once theyhad it clearits grown fomewhat
dim and dark, and even in 2 manner worne away
againe , they grew heartleffe when death comes and
furprifes them ; to fuch I wouldfay. 1. That beleiv-
ers may die without fenfible comfort and die we?_:

o
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& as fenfible comfort is not effearially neceflarie to
folks joftification , fo neither to their dieing in
Chorift ; folks may die fleeping, or in a diftemper,
orina {pirituall fear, andyetthat fear have faich and
love in the bofome of it; and that condition which
marrs not Ghriftians peace once made with God in
their life, and is not {o {infull , mayalfo be diedin ;
they may be in the dark and yet die well. Secondly,
diftinguifh and pur a difference betwixe the fenfe of
the joy of the Spirit, and thatcomfortand joy which
a beleiver may have from Gods word of promife ;
beleivers both living and dieing mway want theone and
have the other ; thoughthey have not the flowingsof
the Spirit in fenfible comfortand joy, yet they may
have {olid peace and confolation, becaufe they have
Gods word of promife to reft on, who havefled to
bim for their life, and their canfcience hath ane in-
ward teftimonie , that they have denied their own
righteoulnefle and betaken them to his, and in this
they have peace ; elle how could abeleiver pofhiblie
lye downe in anie meafure of true quietneffe under de-
fertion, even for their tryal, it maybe, more then
fortheir in¢ Andif welookto David dieing though
we will not peremptourlie determine, yetitislike he
had not much comfort, for in thefe that are called his
1aft words, 2 Sam.23.5, He betakes him to Gods
Covenant, though he did not fo feill the fruits of 1,
dnd refts there asat ane anchor 3 And therefore third-
lie,they that are in this condition would withthe more
€onfidence put themfelvesin over upon, and within
the compalle of , the Covenant, and make their faith
the fickerer hecaufe they want fenfible comfort; and
readilie it is and will be fo with beleivers at that time,
for then they are moft out of conceit with their own
righreonfneffe 5 and in a holie fear and folicitude in
themfelves; foras he fuffersfome to be the more un-
tender in theirlife, and therefore makes them walk

) without
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without fenfible coifore to keep down their vanreié
and pryde; fo may he exercife fome at death. Fourth--
lie, Letfuchfomuchthemore truft God with their
throwbearing , and refolve to be the more in his debty
and they never took fhiping thus in deaths boat that
had caufe to fear to be drowned and caft away, He is
the beleivers God and guide not onlie to death but
even throw death ; He may goe therefore through the
valey of the fhadow of death and fear noneevil Pf. 23.
We come now to add fome further ufes of the miaine
do&rine to thefe we madebefore, R 2
'And 'the firlt iifeis, feeing they aré'happie thatd
in the Lord , & miferable that die out of him whatey
their externall conditionbe ; 1. Eaythe lefle weight
on the comfores of thislife s and. 2, be'the leffe feared
for the afictions of it Q! Beleivers in Chrift ; There
are, yelee, two partsof thisufe, 1. (Tobggin with
the laft) 'If happinefle be the portion of thenithat die
mthe Lord, what needs Beleiverss 'who have cleata
nefle of Intereft and well grounded fiope to dicin the
Lords fear the afictions or be much troubled with
¢he ups and downs of a prefent Jifes Thongly they
meet with contempt , reproach, povértie, difgrace;
imprifonment , fincing > confineing’, exile , manie
¢hallenges &c. Thefe have ane end, ~deathwill ‘put a
period and clofe to them all ; their grear happinelle
1s not here, it is at thie back of death ; “atl your mifea
ries will be foone atane-end , and its 2 fai more exceed-
ing and eternall weight-of glorie thatis laid up for you;
your timé here away will not-be long 5 ¢ will be
bit 3o or 4o yearstofomeé s 1001 20 years to others
fome; fome moe or fewer , and it-may-be but-ene
yédt to fome of you's -and then our ‘bleffed Lord Jefis
will ¢ome and wipeall tears from youreyes ; and the
comfortlefle rememberance of thefe tryalls , troablesy
and rofeings fhiall never enter into heaven with you ;
itsadhame thac beleivers who havé fuchahope lhou:g

ol
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be.fo_heartlefle when they meet with croffes, and
walk fo difcouradgedly under them. Secondly, feeing
happineffe followes after death , lay not much weighe
on_the comforts of this life, what comfort or fatis-
f2&ion can ye have in them at death¢ And feeing
they can yeeld youno folid fatisfaction then, are ye
not farr wide, and much miftaken that beftow your
eravell and paines in feeking fatisfattion among crea-
ture-comfores » and never Iabour to enter into his
reft;  needs there any more be faid to fright you from
this foolith courfe but this, even to tell you thatye
fav_e_ and forf{ake the fountaine of living waters, and

erake yourfelves to the cifternesthat can hold no wa-
ter,,-andiwhich willdreadfullie beguile and difapoint
you; what will riches ,.pleafures , grandour, ho-
pours,and great places doe to you at deathe thele make
but 2 poor happinefle and will foone have ane end , and
yet thereis no leffon in the world thatmen and women
learnclefle thenthis ; Asall creatures fay that wile-
dome is not inthems Job 28, So they allcry with
pne voice that happineffe is not in them ;, Its not Ta
riches » for they. take to themfelves wings and flee
away ;. Its not:in honour , for man that is in honour
and underftandeth not, is like the beaft that perifheth,
and he:thatis highin court to day , may be hangedthe
morrow,; neither is it in plealures, for the laughter.
of the foolismadneffe; and hath greife and fadnelle of
heare with it and eveninthe midftof it, J—
. A2d Uleis, and it hath other: two branches, If
bappine(fe follow them that die in theLord ; 1, It
calls for a willingnelle as well 2s-a readinefle to die
whengver God calls you beleivers-tg it, 2. It ferves
to.condemne 2 general uawillingnefle rodies and pol
fiblié fomewhat of it ; evenamong the peopic of God,
x. I fayif happinede bein dieingin.Chrift, then they
thatare in the-way to it fhould be readie » wiiling » and
¢hearful tadie. Aad 2, It muft be aneexceeding great
| "y  diftempes
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diftemper when folks dow not hear of death with pa-
tience, and itargues ftronglie thareither folkare out
of the way, ornortthrughand clearasco their being
in the way ; Thereforrefle& on your condition ; what
if God fhould call any of you thisnight, are ye wil=
ling todie # I beleive thereis not one amongft many
that could heartilie fay it , there is fcarce one among
many > but whendeath comes they would faine fhift
it I fpeak not this to condemne the ufe of lawful
meanes in fickneffe for recovering healch, but tocheck
our great loathneffe and unwillingpefle to die, which
is fuch that we would alwayes fufpend and puct it off ;
which fpeaks eicher; 1. Licle faith of this cruth chac
they are happie who die inthe Lord , otherwayes it
could not be but if it wer folidly beleived , folk would
be more willing to die and to be wich Chnft, yea,
there would be a defyre to be there ; if it wer teftified
to men by perfons worthie of credit, that there wer
a good, pleafanc, and fertile land to be inhabired in fuch
a place of the world , many would repair thither for
makeing 2 good fortune (as ye ufe tocall it) inthis
life , And yet for all Gods teftimony (who cannot
pofliblie lie nor deceave) of the happinefle that fole
lowes dieing in Chrift ; yet its not beleived > and there-
for few are willing or defyrous togoe througi death to
enjoyit, very few are like Paul , whodefyred to be
diffolved and be with Chrift which was beft of all,
weakneffe of faith makes want of willingnelfe co die.
Or 2lyiit (peaks out great want of love to Jefus Chrift,
unwillingoe(fe to die is no litle {in, but want of love
isgreater, when folkes preferre the being with Hus-
band, or Wife, or Children, orFreinds, tobeing
withChrift ; O ! loveto Chrift ftrangely loofeth the
heart from thefe » and makes the foul breath after being
with him s as that which is beft of all ; Or3ly, It
{peaks much earchlie mindednefle , and addictednefle
‘to the things of a prefent wosld I; hence it is that man){

carna
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carnal and earthlie minded wretches would never de
fyre a becter life , noranother life then their houfe and
birr of land in quietnefle s the fellowfhip of their natu=
ral relations and other external enjoyments.

For clearing of this ufe further, let us in 2 word
touch on a queftion or two, 1. If all willingnefle or
defyre to die be good ? 2ly, If aChriftian may not
fometime be warrantablie unwilling todie,

For the firft of thefe s to witty Ifall willingneffe or
defyre to die be good? Tocleir it we would diltinguiih
-and pin adifference betwixtthefetwo, afinfuland a
commendable willingnefTe.

Firft there is a finful willingnefle or defyreto die in
folkes carnal fitts, and it is threefold, 1. A defperat
willingneffe ; when folkes dow not abyde fome pre-
fent horrour on their Spirits; or fome paine of their
bodies ; orfome other very heavie and fharpe croffe,
they will wifh tobe away, and fome in fuch fitts difa
patch themfelves by their own hands , fo Fudas dought
not indure the horrour of his own confcience , and
therefore hanged himfelfe; but this is rather ane un-
willingnefTe to fubmitt to, and bear their prefent lot
and cafe, thenany willingnefle to die - the other two
are incident to the Godly if not only to them; The
2d willingneffe thenis 5 when the Godlie have many
croffes thac they dow not well bear, and are affrayed
that God be dithonoured thrugh their fainting or other
mifcariages , or when they'lee it goeing ill with Gods
People and his publick work., and they cannot doe
any thing tomend it ; they look upon themfelves as
ufelefle and would faine be away , So Eljab 1 Kings 19.
prayes ; Lovd take away my life , becaufe they had flaine
his Prophets  digged down his Altars and he only was
left, as heapprehended, and they foughtto take away
his life 3 but the Lord tells him that he was wiong,
that he had yet more to doe with him , and that mat-

ters wer not foill as he trowed, for he had referved
S feven
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feven Thoufand who had not bowed the knee to Baal;
Thus{ome eminent godly men in aoe eviltime, will
readily wifh to be away, they dow not endure to be
alwayes- fighting , firiving, and contending to help
and heal , efpecially fimce chey think they can doe no
good: Andyet fometimesitis not fo much the cale
of the publick , as fear of being fraitned or difappoint=
ed in fome one or other particular of their own, that
is the great ground of their faintiug and wifhing to be

one, aswe may fee clearly in eminently godlie and
%aithful Baruch s Jer. 45. The 3d willingnefle to die is,
when adifpenfation or afli&ion refleéts fore on folkes
credit wﬁither they be preachers or more privat Pros
feffours ; either fome flip or mifcariage in themfelves,
or fome affront puton themrby others, which makes
them think they will doe no more good (though it
may be fuch athing hathcome finfullie from others ),
or it may be from want of fucceffe in fome work com-
mitted to them, or fome difappointment mett with
which they may defyre to have removed, as we feein
Fonab Cap. 3. where he defires the Lord to take away
his life, he conceaving himfelfe as a Prophet to be
difcredited > and he is fo headftrong that when the
Lord asks him , does thou well to be angrie Fonah ¢
He anfwers pettithly, I doe well to be angric even
unto the death ; where God hints it to be his paflion
that precipitated him, and by the gourd lets him fee
that ic was his particular that too much fwayed him, &
that he was notrighe in his defyre of death , or in his
willingneffe todie.

For the 2d » The commendable willingnefle, I
fhall fhew you what it is by four or five propperties
that it hath. 1. Right willingnefle to dicis content to
die in profperitie , and is fubmiflive tolive in ad¥erfi-
tie ; when all things profper with men, itsa very rair
thing to fee them willing to die, though in fitts of
croffe-difpenfations 5 they ma;i? {eem to be willing &.

2 an
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and to have a fubmiilive mind contented to live in ad-
verfitie , yea, in the mideft of greateft croubles chat are
incumbentor imminent , isas rair: to beas Paul was,
Philip. 1 23. content to abyd or goe as God thinks
‘meet, isafweettemperand frame of foul ; tobe wil-
ling to live fhamed and reproached  and not to be dif-
conteated with the down-lookings of haneft folkes,
and to goe through evil repore as well as good report,
in all things labouring to keep a good conicience »
and in profperitie, as I {aid, to be content to leave
the world and all that is in it.when God calls by death,
is a great matter. 2ly, righe willingnefle kach this
proppertie; thitirflowes notfomuch from a defvre
to be quyte of the troubles of the world, a5 to enjoy
Cirif and the good which the foul hopes for in and
weth him; it is not becaufe either the perfons own par-
ti-ular crolies grow, or becaufe contufions, diftrac-
tians, and conieniensin thepublick increaffe, that
they cover to be out of that life and to be gone, but
2canfe they long to be with Yefus Chrift ; 7#%ee (faveth
the Apoftlc 2. Gor, 5. v 4.) that areinthis Tabernacle
doegroan being burthened , ard whatisthe ground ¢ nor
“thatwe would be nucloathed tut cloaihed mpon ; not fo
much to gete the infirmuties ot the bodie laid downe ,
as to hzve the glorie promifed ; itis that which {wayes
mainly in the right deiyre of dzath or willingnelie to
die. 3, Right willingnefic to die sathmuch defyre and
endeavour aiter communton with Cirift here, and if
ircannot come foone eneugh (fo to fpeake) to full , im-
mediat , and never co beitterrupted communian with
him inche nexclife, itleeks to makeic up by preflicg
much after the neereft communion wita him inthis
lite ; Icisane evil token when folk are defyrecus to
die and to be away, and yet are faund neglecting com-
wunion with Chrift while they are living ; thele that
ase rightly willing to die will be much in defyre and
longing after fellowfhip with Chrift, and muchinthe
delighcrul contemplation of Heaven ere it come and
- - i
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in their pra&ice teading thitherward , and very loath
to doe any thing that may obftru&t that fomuch dea
fyred fellowfhip ; This we may fee in David > in the
old Teflament, and in Paxl in the New, O ! how
doe they pray and pant after, and O! what paines are
they at to keep communion with God ? and how doe
they labour alonge all their converfation fo to'behave,
that no obftru&ion from them may be laid in the way
of their fo much longed-for fellowfhip with him; let
none then think that ic can bea right willingnefle rodie,
that putts not men to be tenderin the ftudie of holi=
nefle, and of conformitie to Chrift in their life; There-
fore it is faid of Simeon, who was fo willing to die
that be wasa juft and devo: man wairfnjg for the confola-
tion of Ifracl ; and by him and other {uch godlie per=
fons in nis time , was the Temple frequented night
and day. 4ly, Thatis right willingnefle ro die thatis
not by fitts, but continueing and diftinét and goes
upon folid grounds, Ifpeak not of fenfible comfort
butof the grounds of faith, of fomeclearnefle of in=
tereft  and of fweet fubmiflion to Gods blefled will 5
for though none needs to wonder much of Simeons
willingnefle to die when he hath gotren Chriftin his
armes , yet it hath this fweet fubmiffion to God init.

The 2d Queftionis, if even beleivers may be un-
willing todie ¢ And if this be warrantable # I'an{wer,
They may be fometimes unwilling to die and that not
unwarrantably ; And for clearing of this we fhall
fpeak totwo things. 1. To ane unwillingnefle to die
upon carnal grounds ; 2. Toane unwillingneffe to die
upon good grounds; For the firft, Beleivers may be
unwilling to die from a finful unpreparednefle to die,
they may have a loathnefle to look deachin the face
throw the confcience of fome , yea much carnalpefie in
their life ; befide that there is in all nacurallie ane averf-
nefle from dieing > beleivers may have fometimes their
own casual defignes that may make chem unwilling -
. F3 but
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but thisis finful ; for where there is 2 good confcience
{princkled with Chrifts blood folid faith, and clear=
nefle about our peace- with God 5 in fo far they will
make willingnefle todie. Burzly, There is ane ap-

roven uawiilingneffe that fome-times hath been in
the Saints » as in David and Hezekiab , whichis rather
afweet fubmiflion to livesthen a dire& defire to live,for
other reafons » forifit bea fear about the want of tems
poral or fpiritual things for foul or bodie, or about
any thing that relates to Gods publick work, faith
will anfwer thefe ; but thereare two reafons that the
Saints have gone on, by which they have been induc-
ed to this » that made them approven in their unwil.
lingnefleto die. 1. The great ftroak and influence that
their removeal might have had on the work of God,
as it was in Hezekiahs Fofia and Paul, their cafe; if
the former two thould have been removed, it would
very probablie have overturaed the Work of God » as
Paul’s removal would have made many fore hearts
amongft Chriftians. 2ly, Whentheir dieing in fuch
a cafe, orunder fucha difpenfationfeems to cary fome
blot with it oninnocent godlic perfons, or on godli-
nefle znd the profeflion of it ; As if Fob fhould have
died in his a#i&ion 5 it would have confirmed his
Freinds in their erronneous opinion or tenet ; and
Davids dieing in the hands of his enemies before he
came to the crowne » would have left fome blemith on
the faichfulneffe of God; and on the profeilion of Re-
ligion , andbeen matter of fhame and bluthing to the
godly ; Thereforefayeshe, Fortheir akes returne tho
onhigh; Andfothat unwillingnefle to die that flowes
not from refpe& to amansfelfe , but from refpe&t to
the publick work of God, to his glory and others
good or either of them , is warrantable.

A 3d Uie is, which hath alfo two branches, 1.
T.earne from this Doé&rine totry and Judge what true
bleffednefTe is , it is even to di¢ in the Lord. 2.Lecarne

to
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to caft at thar as ane unhappie thing s which conduceth
not to this end of dieing in the Lord. Firftlfay, if
ye would try your own hearts , when they are ina fpi=
ritual frame , take this as amarkofit, ifyedoe really
account this to be beffednefle ; if ye wer to hearz
voice from Heaven, declareing who is the blefled
man, andifye had the Spirits Teftimonie fealling it 5
hereheis, bleffed is beshar diesin the Lord 3 Its not
they that conquer yand overturne , and transferr King-
domes , that obtaine many viétories, and have great
fuccefle in their atcheivments and undertakeings , that
arebleffed; Itsnottobea Protefionr, or fole Gover-
nour of Nations, thatmakes 2 manblefled, but this
1sity todicinthe Lord ; thisisthelanguage of Heaven
and chat which is layed weight on there , and fo should
bebyyou. Andzly, Lay all the things ye can Ima-
gine in this world in the ballance with this , they can=
not poflibly weigh equally with it lec be down weigh
it and what followes ic; whentheyare all layed 10
the ballance with dieing in the Lord, and wich the
confequent glory and happinefle, they are Iighe 2s 2
feather, yealighter then vanity utterly unworthy to be
named in a day with thefe; As there is thereforeno
happineffe in them fo ceaffe to feek itin or from them.

A 4th Ufeis, and its of other two branches, If
there be a'neceflity of dieing and dieing in the Lord to
them that would be happie ; There is nothing fo for-
eible toprefle the ftudie of holinefle. 2, Nothing fo
forcible to fcarr from prophanity , which are the greae
fcope of all preaching : I fay confider this doétrine
rightly and it will be found, 1, To be moft powerfully
provocking to holinefle s thereafon is , becaufe dieing
welly and living well are keitt togither , and nothing
€an more demonftrat the abfolute neceffity of holi-
neffe s without which none shall fee the Lord ; its as’
neceflary as peace with God and Heaven, and whe
gyer they be who think not fonow ; when cyer they

F ¢ &alf
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shall be fummoned to remove s they shall without all
peradventure find itro be fo. 2ly, Is there any thing
more fcarring at» and deterring from s profanity and a
carnal walk ¢ Gather all that the world can afford whi-
ther of finful pleafures, or of lawful temporal delyts
immoderatly often ufed, and fuppofe that ye could
come by your very hearts defyre and wish io them »
what will they all advantage you when death comes ¢
to have {o many thouiands or hundred thoufands of
merks, to have (o muchland or fo many houfes, will
doe younogood at death ; what will iradvantage yon
to {pend your time in pleafure , in the lufts of the flesh,
in tipling and drunkennefle # And ye that are {fwelled
witn prid and ambition, and would have all others
backing you , and beckning and bowing to you  what,
Ifays will thefe profit you when death shall put ane
end to them all; and make ane eternal divorce betwixt
youandthem , and whenye muftlye downe amongft
the dead > and when the wormes muft be 3 covering to
you ¢ Itsevena wonder (if ought of this kind could
be 2 wonder to onir carnal and profaine hearts ) confi-
dering the neceflity of dieing and of dieing in the Lord
to all that would die welland happily , with the faith
and convi&ion that we generally profefle to have of
them » that we think fo litle ferioufly of death, and
of fuch a death, and are at folitle pains in the ftudy
of holinefle to prepare forit. - \
1 shall therefore in the laft place fpeak a word or
two to feveral forts of perfons,who should be thinking
upon, andprepareing fordeath, butpur it far away
from them: 1. To them that are young aud takea
merry life of it, and dow abyde nothing but to be
carnally Jovial, ah ! poor wantouss » is pot death
faft approaching ¢ Will it not be'upon you ere ye be
aware, and ere many years goe by¢ Certinly your
life will not be eternally and who knows but your
time may be shortr then ye dreameoft The grave
: may
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may be as foone filled with you that are younger,
healthfuller, and fironger, as with the mere agcd,gck,
and infirme, whatreafonthen have ye tobe fo mirry
and jovial, when your peace is not made fure with
God?¢ Itsamoft remarkable and alarming word thag
is ipoken to you by ti:e Spirit of God, Ecclef, 11. 9.
Rejoice O young man in thy youth, andlet thy heart chear
thec inthedayes of thyyouth s and wall inthe wayes of thy
bears » inthe fight of thineeyes ; bus know that for all thefc
things God will bring thee into Fudgment : Ye may goe
on, if youwill at your perril, {lighung all warneings
and admonitions , but beaflured Deachand Judgment
are quickly coming when ye will be called toreckon
with God ; not only for every open, but. for every
fecret thing good or evil ; Therefore be exhorted to
review and to caft your eye along your youth, and to
confider ferioufly how it hath been fpent » and fee if
there be not reafon for your takeing the exhortation
that followes , Remember now thy creator in the dayes of
thy youth&c. Ecclef, 12. 1. and to {pend fome more
time in thinking of , and prepareing for death s 2ly,
To them thatare exceeding wife in their own genera-
tion , very provident for Summer and Winter, and for
all feafons of the Year , and who can manage their
eftates very.well and put all things in good order for
themf:lves and for their children, to make them a
convenient life in the world, bat doe not at all in good
carneft mind ane other life , how many fuch are there,
that are very wife for this life 5 but for the matters of
God and their own foules are fiarke fools the verieft
foolsin the world ¢ Many like Martha (who though
a good woman was nevertheleflemuch prevailed over
by this diftemper » albeit it did not reigae in her nor
obtaine dominion over her; as it doeth over unregene=
rat perfons) are careful , cumbred 5 and troubled
about many things , and neglect the one thing that is
ncedful § Isit not 2 wonder that fuch very rauonal and
| Fs wile
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.wifle men fhould waft all their precious time, except
what they {pend in eating, drinking and fleeping, upon
the things of a prefent life, and notallow fo muc. as
one hour of all the week to think ferioufly ontheir
foules and of death ? I appeal to your own confciences
if this be reafonable and a practice worthie of rational
‘men having immortal foules capable of eternal happi-
nefle and miferie 2 And if your timebe not {pent on
thefe things whichare butvanity , and which at death
-will doe you no good nor profite you , and concerning
which you will then be made to cry s What profite have
e of thefethings whereof we are now ashamed ¢ 3ly , To
fuch as are frequent in their attendance on publick or-
dinances , and in the ufe of other commanded meanes,
and yet never thought nor beleived their foules to be
in hazard , nor in good earneft prepared themfelves
for dieing; O! think yet uponyour hazard , for that
isthe firft {pring of makeing readie for the remedie,
'O feek graceto examine yourfelves ; to beleive in
Carift, to repent, and to live as it becomes them
that profe(fe themfelves to be dicing perfons; Its really
both firange and wonderful how it comes to paffe that
ye can fo often hear and yet give no obedience 0 what
ye hear , doe ye or can ye think that it is religion
enoughto hear ¢ Hath notthe Scripture faid , James 1.
“That it is not the hearer 5 bus the doer of the word that is
bleffed inhisdeedor doeing ¢ I befleech you therefore be
ye doers of the word , and not hearers only deceaving
your own foules, ot (asthe word is) deludeing and
playing the Sophift with your own foules. 4ly, To
them that have greater parts and abilities, and higher
places and power then others, and have withal moe
opportunities to be prepareing for deathj who are
mafters of families and can command their children
and fervantsto read the Scripture, to faft and pray,
and feek God ; and who know from the word whatis
right and whatis wrong, what is duty and whatis ﬁx: |
: an
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and yet are fo very litle in the prattice of thefe direc-
tions in order to their preparation for death ; Confi=
der I increat you what your knowledge s parts 5 placess
and power , will doe to you or advantage you when ye
are dieing , if theie be not faith and love, and the
fruits of both in pra&ice ; Itsreally 2 wonder thar fo
many men fhould have light in , and convi&ionof,
thefe things , and yet fhould fo dallie with their light
and convi&ion and not endeavour to make them prace
ticable. 4ly, Tothem that are aged and have their
one foot as it werin the grave, whoare neir fifty or
fixty, oraveryfew moe $ears which not many ex-
ceeds , andyet are, even whenfo faroninyears, as
{ecure and degligent in preparing for deathas if it wer
ane huadrech years from them ; confider what ye are
doeing 5 age (alace) and years doe not neceflarly
bring along with them more tendernefe in fonl-con=
cernes , for we fee it in experience often-times , that
the more aged men are, themore ftocked are they in
ignorance and fenfelefsnefs ; certainly if this word
{peak to any, it fpeaks to you that thould ipa manner
cary your deachs-cloaths about with you,and be exam-
plary to others in prepareing for death ; - ye would
therefore take it to you. A 6th and thelaft fort we
fhall fpeakto, arethefe that are in a2 poor mean and
low condition in the world , for all are not rich and
wealthy nor have a plentiful outward condition, ma-
ny can fcarcely gett their families maintained , and
yet even but few of fuch {whichisawonder) are fe-
rioufly feeking after Heaven , and prepareing for
dieing in the Lord that leads to it; the rich have z
tentation that ye want; If anyin the world fhould
{eck after Heaven it fhould be you who are poor» and
yet how maay of you will be milerable , not only
here but alfo ‘eternally hereafter ere ye betake your-
felves to the way of holinefle # If ye werwife, asye
eught to be, ye would bleffe God that ever this Gof-

pel
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pel came among you and was preached to the poor »
which hach happineffe and everlafting riches in the bo-
fome of it to all that will embrace it: Oltake this word
to youpoor and ricin, ye will all moft certainly lve
downe in the grave , but this will make the diffe-
rence , ye will die happie or accurfed; as ye die-in
Chrift or out of him. Finally , [ muft fay this word to
them that have fome acquaintance with God , and
fome conviction of the fecklefsneffe and great defi«
cience of their endeavours in prepareing for death,
for their both humbleing and furcher upftirring to di-
ligence 5 thac there is amongft us both lide roufeing of
ourfelves » litle haftening to the comeing of the day
of God, litle goeing out to meet the bridegroome ;
Alace! Wewill, o {peak fo, rakeboth a putt and
a call to make us advance towards death, thoughwe
be drawing neirerto it dayly, yet fewofus, as juft
now f{aid , are waicing for , and haftening unto the
comeing of Chrift and of the day of God.

I fhall clofe upall with this one word > it may be
that many of us fhall teaft of deach before we hear fo’
much ipokenof it ; takeitcherefor as ane advertife-
ment and call from Heaven to mind more that which-
is fo much forgotten, and yet fo neceflary to be al-
wayes remembred , even to live fo as we may die in
the Lord Chrift, and fo be cternally and unfpeakably
blefled.
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SERMON VL

- Revel. 14:13.
Bleffed are the Dead which dieinthe Lord, (re.

Lthough we have aircady fpoken at greater

iergth on thele words then at firft we intended,
yet fomewhat romaines thae is ufeful , and wiich
feemes o be their mzine fcope; therefore we fhall
ifift a lidde furcher. The way that we gacher what
we areto {ay is by confidering the Spirits purpofe and
defignein this place , which comes in very remark-
ably , haveing no particular dependance (as would
feem ) on the former words , ner conuexion wich
what followes 3 whar can be the reafone that be-
twixe the desunciation of Judgment before, and the
Prophecies of Judgment that follow, theie is fuch
ane nterruption & breakig off from the feries of
the Hiftorie made ? I heard avoice faving to me , write,
blefed are the dead which die in the Lord , from hence-
forth y yeafaith thy Spivit Zc. there muft fure be fome
resfos; We fhall offcr thefe two reafons rhat poire
efpeciatly at the fcope ofthe Spirit ot God and are infi-
puated inthe words, that will be the groundsot two
dottrines ; Thetrealonis, Thatcthe Lord when heis
fpeaking of fud things to come upon his Church, and
and of Judgments ro come uponthe esemies thereof,
cafts inthisas a ground of profitable mediration to his
people at fuch a time, fo that whither welooke to
Judgments to come on enemics , or to trvals and tenta-
tions his own peaple are to meet with,this is caft in feas
fonably as a practical leflone plaine in itfelie, & profita.
ble tothem. A 2d reafonis;thar God by fuch a word,
= "~ when
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when death fhould be frequent & trouble & confufion
dbould grow , may comfort and encourage his people,
-that death may not be bitter nor terrible to them fince
the Lord putts this motro s tofayfo, on mens dieing
in hirg in the darkelt and fadeft times, that they are
bleffed. ;

Thefe two being the fcope , the one to prepare
them for dieing, and the other to comfort them againft
dieing , they yeeld us thefe two ufeful points of doc-
trine, the firft whereof wefhall fpeaktoat tnis time
which is this,

Do&, 1, That death and the happinefle of them
that die in the Lord , isa futeable and profitable fubjeét
of the mediration of Gods people, efpecially in times
of difficulty and trouble ; This we conceive is clearly
implyed in the words ; certainly the Spiric that is fo
wife > and who moft opportunely timeth and tryfteth
things for the good of his people,would not fo abruptly
have brockea in on this purpofe at this time, if it wer
not very pertinent and futeable to fuch atime ; thereis
not in all this book fuch a remarkable diverfion from
the feries of the Hiftory s having fuch a word prefixed
to it,and fch 2 word affixed and {ubjoyned to1cas this;
no doubt to ftirrup Gods people that have this book
toread s whenthey come tothis meynorable paffage,
to think and confider of it the meore ferioufly : To
clear the dod&rine more generallyalitle, we will find
that thefe who have been moft holy, have been moft
frequentin the thoughts and meditation of death, fo
Duavid prayes, Pfal. 39. Lord make me to know mine
end 5 and thenumber of my dayess that Imay know how
fraillam; and Mofes 5 So teach us tonumber onr dayes s
shat we may apply our hearts to wifedome , Pl g0. | the
numbering of our dayes » is this , ferious thinking
and meditating on approaching death) We may here
alfo look on the example of our bleffed Lord Jefus

Chrift, Luke, 9. 31. who fpeakes at his transfigura-
' tion .
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tion on the mount with Mofez and Eliaz of bis deceaffe s .

which be was to accomplish at Fernfalem ; for though',
there was fomething peculiar in his death , yet his .
fpeaking of it, and prepareing for it, belongethasa’

common dutie to us, and fhould be a paterne to us;

And O! how doeth Solomorn commend the meditating

ondeath, Ecclef. 7:v. 2. and x1: 85 9. and Chap. 12,

throughout. :

Bur for furcher and more particular clearing of this
dorine , we fhall fpeak a litle to thefe three cona
tained in it ; 1. What is meant , when we fay that
death is a futeable fubje& of meditation 2 2. What
profite or advantage comes to the people of Geod by
1t? 3. Why doe we fayitis efpecially profitable and
advantagious to be thought upon in ane evil time ¢

For the firft, when we [peak of death as afuteable
fubje& of meditation, Itisnotto be firictly taken as
contradiftinguithed from other things that preceed,
accompany s and follow death ; But 1. we take in
the thoughts of thecertaintie of dieing > and the un-
certainty of its time and other circumftances as to us;
Its then to think on death as the way of all fleth, as
that whichno man can gett adifcharge from, and of
the uncertainty qf the time gnd manner of it, how
fuddenand furpric.ang it may be. 2ly, When we fpeak
of the meditation of death, we take in all chat ac<
companiesit, the paineand outward defeales where-
by men are made unable to doe any profitable workia
their generation, as alfo all the challenges , convic-
tions, tentations , terrourss and anxieties that ac-
companie death , and the eftimation of things that
we [ee dieing men to have ; All thefe would be taked
in asapare of this meditation, 3ly, When we fpeak
of meditating on death, we mean not that itwould
be meditated-on’, only as it 1s a natural thing after the
fall of man, butwould confider and diftinguifh it in
its feveral kigds as its dieing ia fin and dieing :]«r;l t}clf ,

_ : . Tords
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Lord s the firft and fecond death ; we would look upon
‘deathon the one fide, as ane effe& of the curfe, and
oa the other fide, as fweetned with Gods love and
as ane entry into happineffe: And we would add to
this the caufes of theone and of the other , wha it is
that makes death miferable to one , and happy or
theentrie to happinefle toanother. 4ly , When we
fpeak of chinking on death we would takein the effeéts
and confequents of death, our appearing before God,
Judgment , and Eternity , that are at the back of death;
The emring intoan unchangeable eftate of well or il
being, meeting with a fentence that is irrevocable s
the ecernal happineffe of them thac die in Chrift, the
eternal miferie of them that die infin, perfedtion of
Joy, and extremity of forrow for ever, which men
and Angels are not able toconceave and farleile toex-
prefie; And when we ‘peak of medirationon deaths
we {ay its a futeable fubjeé to be thinking often and
frequently on all thir , not only at more f{olemneand
fect times , but eveninthe midft of our callings and
employments , in the midft of our Joy, and of our
reife and fadnefle s to betakeing fome ferious lookes
of thisday that will putanc end o al! chefe in the way
before {poken of 3 m your youthgeo be confidering
that chis day of darknelfe iscomeir ¥, and in oldage
efpecially , whenthe haddow of death ficts downe
on theeye lidsand the firong men begin to bow them-
{elves &c.

As to the fecond, Tocommend this du‘y to youall
confider what advantage flowes from it, though we
fpoke of meditation in general ac anocher occafion,and
hinted fomewhatat meditation on death , yetit being
1o frequently fpoken of in Scriptare and foprofirable
¢o beleivers, we fhall fpeak alitle to fome advantages
that will commend the expedience of the duty, as,
well as the necellity of ittoyou; Andx, Much of
the improvemerit of the great truths we have been
. h fpeaks
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fpeaking of toyou thefe dayes paft, depends onyour
meditation on death , and thefe things that goe beforey
acCompanie , and follow afier it ; its impofhible to
know a right ; and 'to beleive how greata task and
work it is to die well , and what is the happiuefle of
them thatdie fo, if we be not takeing paines to be
cleared and confirmed in it by Scripture and by medi-
tating onit; folkestake buca glance at it in the by,
but {tsy not to look on the quartel and controverfie
that is berwixt God and them, neither doe they con=
fider ferioufly what isat the back of death , and chere-
foreit furprifeth chem when it comes; whereas that
man can fpeak of death boldly and advifedly thae hach
been acquainring him{elfe with it before hand. 2ly,
Thereis notning that readily doeth more heighten the
eftimation of God and of Chrift then the thoughts of
deach, the thoughts of it brings folks cloffer and neerer
to his barr, and make them look on him as Judge,
they put them to confider their fecklenefle,, balenefle;,
and vilenefie upon the one hand, and the greatneffe
of the Mijefty of God upon the other ; O/ how
fublimely doe D.vid and Fob{peak of God< when in
theone word they talke of thegrave > and of the cover
of wormes theres and in the other word; highly ex-
ale the Majefty and greatneffe of God ; Meditation.
on deach brings the thoughts of what God is, and of
whatwe are , very neerus, and reprefents tous be-
fore hand what he will be found to be atr and after
death, and what we will be then; whereas on,the
contrary, itisgiven as arcotof our defpifing God 5
when men puc the evil day faraway, asno gloubt 2
root of reverence and refpe to God , is {erious me-
diration on death, 3ly, More particulaily, look to
beleivers converfeing with others thac have grace, or
that abound in corruption, we will find irexceeding
needful , ufeful , and advantagious to carie along the
thoughts of death; It would make Chriftians walk .

~ G loveingly
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[oveingly and edifieingly with others ; loather to doe
wrong > more pacient when they {uffered wroogs,
and more eafie to forgive.s and more ready to forget
wrongs ; our carnal humours would not gete fuch way,
if the thoughts of dieing wer futeably intertained ;
and halfe an houres difcourfe togither with the impref-
fion of itonus, thrugh Godsblefling, would edifie
and profite us mutuaily ; more then many dayes meet.
ing without itcould doe. 4ly, Inreferencetca mans
felfe : 1. More generally , meditation on death is 2
moft quieting and Spirit-fobering thing , it ftayes the
mind » it diverts from vanities 5 and removes them
from being the objed of his perfute, nay it fomeway
crucifies himtothem ; And hence it is that men are
{eldome or never in 2 more fubzr and in a better frame,
then when they are ferioufly apprehenfive of death , as
fuppofe men to be in ficknefle; or in danger at Sea or
oo Land, they will readily be in anotner frame then
ordinarly they ufe to be in, and when the danger or
Rrait is by » that impreflion weares readily much away;
but wer we more in meditation of death, tnis frame
might be more conftantand lafting. 21y, More par-
ticularly 1. ltcontributs, thrugh Gods bleffing , to
rectific 2 mans Judgmenc that by orriginal fin is dark-
ened » and accounteth ill gocd and good ill » the
thoughts of death make 2 man wile> difcreet and
condelcending ; men while they are in healch and
without thefe thoughts, will not quite ane inch of their
will , they will rather wound their confcience then
their credit; and to get their barnes full and all goeing
well witi1 them in the world ; wholly takes them up,
but tue ferious thoughts of death makes them wifeto
difcerne and judge of things, theretore Mofes joines
thefz two togither, thinking on deach and the applying
of the heart to wifedome » Pfal, bo, when folkes think
not on death, they are cumbered vith many things »

they ranc to cifternes and turae cheit back on the foun-
taine;
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taine ; whereas ferions pondering ondeath, letstheva-
nity and emptineffe of thefe rhings be feen ; how many
{ee we dayly when dieing,counting litle of thefe things
they thought much of befare,and calling & accounting
them'elves fools that fuffered themfelves to be fo ca-
ried away with them ; and however Gods Spirit calls
them foolesthat make fuch a choife. 2ly, Asicinlight-
eneth the Judgment , {oit ordereth the affe&tiones and
rules the paffions , therefore when Solomon is fpeaking
to the young man who will be tyed withno bands , he
Tronically bids him rejoice and laughon, bur withall
wills him to remember that for all thefe things he weill
come to Judgment , the meditation of Death and
Judgment would fay of laughter thou artmad, and of
mirth whatdoeft thou? It would make menlook on
them as vanity, folly ,and madnefle; & thefe thoughts
efpecially would become folkes in profperity and int
their youth when their humours are more high bended
and light; meditation on death is a notable bridle to
lightoeffe, 3ly, Ifwe will yetlook more particularly
forward , Its exceeding profitable to advarce morn-
fication, to bring us out of the entanglements of 2
world , and to help us wich fingleneffe and denyednelle
in following Chrift ; thou fool, (fayes death) this
night thy foul may be taken from thee, and whole
fhall all thefe chings be ¢ It makes mens carroufeing
and good fellowfhip (as they call it) teaftleffe ; con-
{cience would in that cafe fpeak and fay , whatif thou
die drunken or with the cup in chy hand ¢ this medita-
tion makes a2 man care licle for the world ; riches,
pleafures, and honour; it would make all to grow:
very unfavoury s in a word, itmortifies thefe three
which are the worlds trinity , pride, covetoufnefle,
carnal lofts. 1. It mortifies pryd » as, we may fee 1a
David » whofayes, Pfal. 39. Lord teach me to know my
end and the meafure of my dayes ; that I may know how fraid
I14m, And in Fob, who fayes to corruption , it is his

_ G a2 Ma!b&:‘:‘
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mother , and ro the wormes s they are bis Sifters; It puts
to fay, duft I1am and into duft Ishall returne. 2. It
mortifies covetoufnefle, for the meditation of death
wringsthe heart from thethings of the world , and
gives the man other thoughts to think upon ; how
many when deathapproaches are forcedto fay, they
have cumbered themfelves with the world and it hes
beguiled them. 3. It mortifies carnal pleafures, for
what can vaine flethly lufts doe to men thatare dieing#
For as merrie as they are now , fay thefe thoughts,
they muft appear within 2 litle before God in Judg-
ment , and if this be not a bridle to thefe lufts, I
know not what will bea bridie. 4. Ic ftirrs up totie
diligent exercife of all duties, and to the goeing about
them foberly and ferioufly , one preaching or prayer
after {erious meditarion on death would have more
weight , and be waited with more advantage , then
many others withoutit; Itputsto humiliztion, felfe.
examination , felfe-fearching ; it furthers the exercife
of the fearof God, and brings the foul to fland in
aw of him before whom it is to appear fhortly : It
furchers repentance and prayer, Job4t:2g. Becaufe
of breakings they purifie shemfelues 5 they make theme
{elves for death by repentance » prayer, and the of-
fering of facrifices even thefe Heathens in the Ship
with Fonah; Andif meditationon deach pue profaine
men to the formeof Religion, how mnch more will
it put beleivers to be ferious and fpiritual , in the exer-
cile of thefle dutiesand in the practice of Religion ¢
Andif God give themtime and ferioufnelle at dieing
their prayers will be more feckful and fervent at that
time then before, §. ltis exceeding profitable to
work kindly fubmiflion to croflg-difpenfations and
to make folkes goe foftly under them ; what will 2
man cire;(carkeingly I meanchacis taken up with me-
ditating on death,for the forefaultore ofhiseftateorto
have his houle brunt, or hisland wafted ¢ He kgowg

g¢ata |
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death will put ane end to all thefe things. 6. As it
fitts for all duties and reftraines from all vices, foit ex-
ceedingly prepares for deathitfelfe which 1s the great
fcope; Soloman defcribes ficknefle and old age,Eccl, 12,
' to make the young man readie for death ere it come
and if there wer no other advantage by meditation on
death, thisisno fmallone ;s nottobe furprifed with
it: Yea, it fome way alfo mitigats the bitcernefle of
deach , {o thatits not {o terrible to them that have been
thinking on it ferioufly , as it is to others who have
never made it the fubjeét of their meditation 2 And
what wonder is it to fee many either mightily terria
fied or very ftupid at deazh,fince they never ftudied the
leflon of dieing before it came onthem ¢

Butas to the 3d, Why adde wethis, thatitis efpee
cially advantagious in evil times ¢ Which feems to be
the very fcope of the words» and the godly fuch as
David and others have thought it.fo ; we doe not
fay that meditation on deazh is efpeciaily profita<
bleand advantagious in ill times, as if 1c wer not to
be thought on in times of profperity and peace s but
thatit is exceeding neceflary, and fingularly profi:a=
ble in ane evil time, and in fuch ane one as we now
livein ; Andthegreat neceflity and advanrage of this
arifeth from three things thac accompanie ane evil
time; ¥. Many {nairs and tentations ; in ane ill ume
flefh and bloodisteady to poftponea good confcierce
and to preferre felfe prefervation ; now iiving in the
meditation of death guards againft that; if the tenta=
tion fay, man {pare or fave thyfel'e , the fcul that
1s thinking on death will fay, Imay foone loffe my
good confcience by yeilding to fuch a ching for prefcr-
vation of felfe, and yet it may be myfelfe fhall rot
live a year after it, and though I thould live gwentie
yet fhall I be brought to comot for it, Aund therefor
1 will rather hazard on the lofiz of any thing, yea of
lifeitfelfe 5 then by wounding or fhip.wracking my

G 3 confcience
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confcience on provocking God ; Hence the Apoftle
cellsus, 2 Cor. 5.thathe was not {wayed with out-
ward things. 2. Another evil accompanies ane evil
time , and its carnal forrow , famting, perplexity »
difcouradgment ; meditation on death mitigats thele,
Ic fayes that thefe thiags > or any other thing the Godly
can luffer» are not eternal , [t fweetneth our greife it
diverts the mind from carnal thoughts to that which 1s
more profitable, it eafeth themind, and layeth the
@ormes s and calmeth the confufions, that outward
dificulties and troubles raife and awake init, and gives
a profitable ufe of fad things, 3ly, There isinaneevil
time ordinarly » much confufion and diftraction ; that
is downe which we think fhould be up, and thatisup
which we think fhould be downe, aand our miades are
ready to ftagger and reill to and fro like a drunken
man s becaufe of thefe confufions; but the thoughts of
death flay themind , and fay’ that death er long will
bring all thefe things to ane end or elfe ane end to us,
and will bring them all to be recognofced and judged
over againe ; To this purpofe compare > V. 16, 3nd 17.
of Ecclef. 3. where Solomon fayes, I faw the place of
Fudgment that wickedne(fe was there s and the place of
vighteoufnefJe that iniquitie swas there; And what does
comfore him againft this 2 1 faidin my beart > God will
Fudge the righteous and the wicked > for thereis atimethere
for every purpofe and for every work ; oftentimes thereis
not a {eafone for things here , -buc at deach there is a
feafon for every thing, all fentences that have been
wrongoufly paft here will be reduced there the con-
fideration of this ftayes his heartand comforts him.
The Ufesare two, The 1ft is by way of exhortation,
¢+> commend this excellent’ though much flighted
duty » not only meditation in the general , but medica-
tion in‘barticalar on this fubject ot death; folkes have -
often as litle mind of this duty asif it wer not in the
word of God , and ye: itis frequently called for therg,
ang”



TR

Sermon VL 103
and if in any generation, theninthis, wherein there
is fo much confufion , turneing of things up fyde
downe » andreilling toand fro; fo many fnairs and fo
many grounds of greife and forrow; when fo many
are carnally weighted and dejeed , and fo many are
declineing and goeing wrong ¢ And (as we fhew be=
fore) we think that this text relats to chis time of the
World, the time of Gods beginning to execute his
Judgments on Antichrift before the full harveft and
vintage come ; and therefor we would {peak to this
ufe alicle more particularly, becaufe its very ufefull
and a2 notable mean to make you goe profitably about
the pra&ice of all that we have fpoken to this purpofe;
for 1t puts us in mind of thele direétions for right hiving
inorder to dieing , and it hoids us 2t them; wichout
the minding of death, there can be no minding of
them, fort .efe that mind not the end can never mind
the midfes ; becaufe, Ifay, itsthusufeful, We fhall
therefore for further clearing of it fpeak a litle to two
things; 1. Tofome directionsor rules, fiewing how
yefthould think ondeath, 2. Tofome helps and means
thereto,

Forthe firft, yeremember when we faid death was

a futeable fubjeé of meditation; we took indeachin
its circumftances » concomitants; and kinds ; And our
firlt direétion or rule fhall be this , be particular in your
meditation , letit not be abliradted from yourfelie in
particular , Its not enough to cake it for granted thac
death is common to all ; So does Fob, cap,30.23.1
1 know that thou shalt bring metodeath > and fo does
David, Pf, 39. Lord teach meto know mine end and she
mumber of my dayes, bow frail 1am - goe thrugh all
the concomitants of death, and confider what may
be vour cale at death , what will be your challenges ,
tentations » and thoughts ; and what will be the effeéts
and confequents of deathtoyous whenyemuft with
thefe fame eyes and none other for you behold and face
G 4 your
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your Judge. 2ly, Caft a reflexe look on yourfelves
and your own way in meditation, whenye look to
that way that prepares one to die well , look back and
fee if fuch a preparation bein you, confider how yeur
way futes withthat which the Scripture holds out to
be the way , if fuch 2 challenge may meer you at
death, and what courfeis taken with ir to anfwer or
prevent it ; this was Fobs way Chap. 31. where Le
tells us that he durft not flight the caufe of his man-fer-
vant or maid-fervant when they contended with him,
for then he fhould not have had agood anfwer to his
judge, & that if he had done otherwayes,it would have
marred his boldneffe. 31y, Labour to have your af=
fe&ions moved ip your meditation on death; This is
2 cheife end of meditation; otherwayes we will but
run to and fro, and roave up and downetoinforme
the Judgment, and cary the theughts of death as 2
common place along with us, ‘but will gett no more
good of it ; the fpecial thing is to have fomewhat
dropeirg from it that may melc the heart, asitwas
with Davids Pfal. =7. T thought on God and was trouble
ed ; and Pfal. 63. My foul shall be filled asrith marrow
and fasmefJe ; there is fomething j1ke this in meditating
on death o it affe@s the heart with terrour , when the
foul thinks on dieing without clearneffe of intereft; It
affe&s the heart with comfort and joy s when the foul
is clear inits intereft ; to think on dicing in Chrift fo
as thereby to be advanced a ftep nearer unto it, and:o
drink in svhat we have been thinking upon , thatis the
truly profitable thinking on fucha thing ; the medita~
tion that is without affe&ing of the heart, is like the
chewing of meat that is prefently fpite out againe and
ot fwallowed dewn and digefted ; or to thelooking
only on whatis profitable wichout makeing anv further
ueofict Such, Ifay, is all ourpreaching, hearing,
freaking » and thinking of death, when they doe not
iff.& theheart, 4ly, Study tobe pragical in your
A - meditation,
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meditation, thatis, tohave it tending to fome piofi-
table ufe in your pradice as its end ; when ye have
found out fucha thing tobe wrong, prefently to fect
about the 2mending of it; when ye have found out
fome thing (piricually profitable , refolutly to pee
about it and all the meanes to attaine it.  §ly and laftly,
Seek to be much in prayer to God s and ia deperdance
on him for direttion in this particular ; goe about me.
ditation on death as a duty commanded by God, with
prayer to him and with dependance on him for his aflif-
tance and his blefling on it , manylook roton the me-
ditation of death in particular as a peculiar duty, 2nd
thereforits fomuch flighted: When we commend it
toyouasaduty ; we mean thefethree thrrgs 5 1. Thac
ye fhould lock upon it as required of God, ard as
being ufeful and profitableas well as any ather duty:
2ly s Thatye fhould goe abour it as in his prefence,
ordinarly folk take a greater latitude in meditation
thenin prayer, butye would remember and confider
that he is witnefle to vour medization as well as toyour
prayers 5 that heis the great fubjeét of ir, that 1t is
l2id on by his command , that fueable meditation is
and muft be wroughe by his Spirir, and that ye will
and muft count to him for your wandiings in it, as
wellasin praver. 3!y, Thatyefhould take nali, at
leaft, the general circumfiances efit pointed at before,
that ye fhould take tme 0 it, and betake yourlelves
toit of fer purpofle, and evennow and then when pof-
{ibly ye might have fome other thing to doe that 1s not
neceflary forthe time ; andthat ve fhould by prayer
feek Gods guiding inchis parucular duty as well asin
any other duzy, as Mofes doeth Plal. 9o, Teach us 1o
niumber our dayes : Be nat fiighted from itby the ap-
prehended difficulty of it, for as meditation in the
general is hard and difficule, foisthe particular medi-
zation of death even a fubje&t that we are naturally
very averfe from, therefore David Prayes, Pfal. 19,

Gy Lerd
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Lord teach me to know mineend , &c. and indeed , more
 frequent and habirual exercife and prattife of i, would,
thrugh Gods blefling » make it more ealy. -
Forthe 2d , Becaufe thereisdifficuley in this duty 2s
we have juft now hinted, we fhall cherefore propo.e
or point at a few things tnat may be helps to it ; There
is nothing we have moe motives to, nor mo¢ memo-
randums of to fay fo) tiien of this, take then thefe
helps. 1. Confider ferioufly the frequent deaths and
burials among you every day,whereof ye are wirtne fTes
and ac which ye are prefent, and poifibly of feveral
younger , healthier , and ftronger then yourfelves , and
of whom it might have been thought not many dayes
fince, they would have outlived you: Aund then re-
flet upon yourfelves and fee if ye be prepared tor
death, when yearein your houfes 5 or goeing 1n the
freets, and hear the bell giving notice of the death
of fuch and fuch perfons, or fee the corpfes caried
forth to their burial places think onthefe things , for
theyare helpful:s Therefore Solomon faves Berzer is
the day of death then of ones birth > and he gives the
realon, for the living will layit to beart » thatis, the
living fhould lay it tokeart. 2ly, Look unto, and
confider well , your own infirmities , fickneffes > and
difea‘es of one kind or another : There are none but
they have the feed of fewer or of moe difeafes in them,
befides ficts of ficknefe that befil them now and chens
and what is the language of all thefe but this ¢ Duft
showart » and unto duft shals shou resurne : When folkes
have in their bodies the beginnings of roceennefle or
of agangerine, they will ipread; ye would hear all
thefe infirmities , difeafes , and ditempers crying
aloud upon you that ye will and muft die, for thefe
cry tovouevery day as that man was cryed unto by
one whom he appointed to cry at his doore every
morneing , thouart morsal. 3ly» Confider the extra-

ordinary events that befal many men and woripen >
: ome
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fome are fuddenly firicken downe with palftes , fome
fall downe aad neverriie 5 fome goe abroad and never
returne , fome are ftricken with fury and madnefie;
and are any of us exempted from thefe or any of them¢
4ly, We commend to you frequent reading of , and
meditaticg on , thefe Scriptures that fpeak of death,
and of other bookes that treac of that fubjet, and
fete forth moft lively the fhortnefle of mans life; be
often reading of the deach of the Saints , many are
rather taken up withreading vaine Romances or Sto-
ries, thatare unprofitable in comparifon of this ; and
others are » it may be s taken up with myflerious,
dark, doubtful, and licle edifieing queftions and de-
bats. sly, We commend to you to think ferioufly
upon the names that deach getts inScripture s and the
comparifons whereby itis there holden forthsfor there
ar not many things that we can readily mentioo or
meet with , which may not {erve ro putusin mind of
dieing ; doe men put off their cloathes ¢ Death 1s
compared to that, 2 Cor, §, doe. we lye downe in
our beds to takereft # Deathis alfo compared to that
Ifay §7. veri, 2, where the Prophet {peaking of the
righteous , fayeth, Heshall enterintopeaces they shall
reftintheirbeds: Soto the fame purpofe death 1s com-
pared to a tleep , one generation goes and another
comes and every one fleeps their fleep Pfal, 76.v. 5.
would ye but refle& when ye are goeing to bed and
confider what poftour ye are lyeing downe in, and
from this bethink yourfelves what is out of order, and
how ye may be futeably affected withit, and raife up
- inthe morneing with a refolation to pradtie accord-
ingly , it wer a profitable medirtation ; death is alfo
called , thewayof all flesh, andcan we reckon ourage
ornumber our years, butitmuft acrleaft fhould pue
us 10 mind of death that is faft comeing ? Yea, can
we fo much as breath (which is one of che moft ordi-
nary things) buc it muft or at leaft might put usin

mind



108 Sermon V1.

mind of death¢ Thou takeft away their breath,they die and
yeturneso their dut, fayesthe Plalmift, Pul. ro4.29.
Ifuthere vver but a ftop put to chis continual breathing
of ours ; then ourlife thould be quickly found to be but
as avapour that goes up and returnes not againe , that
appeareth but for a litle time and thea vanifheth awsys
as Fames {ayes, cap, 4. 14. Sothatwe wantnot fusf-
cient occafions to purt us and keep us in mind of death;
butalace ! We want heart and 2ffection to the thing,
and fpiritual-mindednefle to make ufe of thefe occa=
fiones ; Alwayes we leave it on you not only as a duty,
but 2s a very profitable duty,to meditate more on dzath
and to make ufe of thefe and the like means to help you
to it ; and the Lord himfelfe bleffe them to you.

A 2d Ufeis for repraofe and conviétion, and O
what ground of reproof and challenge does it bring
along with it 2 Wer this the very time of our gocing to
die, and of our appearance before our judge, how
many of us can fay , we have made confcience of think-
iagonour laft end 2 So that the Lord may expoftulat
withus , as he did with his people ofold, Deut. 32. 3s
witha foolith people and unwife, O! thas they wer wife,
O! that they underflood thiss that they would confider their
latter end 5 many may fadly fay , thar they fcarcely ever
reckoned it among their duties » nor the neglect of it
among their finnes and grounds of challenge, and we
fear , which is yet worfe and more [ad , thac it may be
f2id of many, that they doe no refolve to ranke and
place it amongft their duties ¢ Butif ye will not be
prevailed with» to make it and mind it as your duty,
be affured it fhall be your fia and ye fhali have it for
your challenge ; Whar? Haveyeunotthe commaod of
God enjoyning it? Hath nat the Saints pratifeiog of it
fo much , fome weight with you? The plainneffe of the
duty will make your guile the greater and you the more
inexcufable in your negle&ing it; there are none of us
but we may goe home with many challeoges f%r our

eirg
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being fo much intangled wich the things of thg world;
and for thelevity , unftayednefle; un(oberneffe, and
carnalnefle of our Spirits , which make us chink fo litle
and fpeak o litle of dieing ; and if any thoughts of ie
occurre now and then to our minds, they fick not
they affe@ not, they leave not futeable impreflions
If ye would effay it ferioufly ye fhould find the fruit
of 1t it thould turther holincfle, it thould fober and
compofe you, and fitt you for any thing that may be
comeing in ane ill time, for deeing and for fuffering
as ye fhould be called toit, and for death itfelfe ; God
himfelfe give you fo to effuy it, asye may find the
blcffed fruitand advantage of it.

'SERMON VIL

Revel. 14: 13.
Bl:efed arethe dead , which die in the Lord 5 ¢c.

Ince fin entered into the world, death hath been
one of the moft terrible thingsthat the children of
men have to meet with, cven the moft terribleof all
terrible things ; and indeed icis no wonder that they
who know not ¢f ane other and better life ro come,
nor of the way how to come at it , efteime fo of it; Itis
called by Fob cap. 18: 19. The King of terrors;all other
terrors are but petey and inconfiderable inrefpeét of
this ; and it is one of the beleiving- Chriftian his great
Priviledges, that he is armed for death, and that death
is difarmed- as to him ; Death is made a kindly friend
to the beleiver, and the terror of it is taken away ;
& that which the ftouteft dar not, dow not, comrpofed-
ly look in the face (though inafitcof manlincﬂ:cl: as
' ey



1]0 Sermon VIL

they callit, orrather of defperatnelle indeed, fome
will endéavour to brave it out againft death and to bear
downe theterror of it ) the true Chriftianonly thrugh
faithin Chriftis a victor over even over this enemie
death : The [cope ofthele wordsas we fhew s is, that
the Lord knowing how in thefe calamities & troubles
thac wer comeing , death would be frequent, and that
many of the bodies of his Satnts would goeamong the
‘reft, thoughtheir death be very precious in his fight;
And knowing alfo how defpicable their death would
be inthe eyes of the propiiane world; and how that
they would be a:counted the only wile and happy
men that could beft thife fuffering for Chrift and toc
his truth 3 and knowing withal how tempting this
would be unto them; he premits this feafonable and
fweet word of comtorts Bleffed are the dead s which
dicinthe Lord, &c. asif hehad faid, letnot beleiv-
ers in Chnift think much of deazh,it will not marr their
happineffe but thall rather further and haften it: So
that this word is given to ftrengthen and comfort the
godly againft fuch ane evil time,

From which ground we propofe this fecond doc-
trine: That God hath fully furnifhed che beleiver in
him with comfort and encouradgment 2gainft the ter-
riblnefle of death, fo thatthoughdeath be terrible in
itfelfe » yet the beleiver hes good and fufficient ground
of encouradgment againft it , and may quietly and
comfortably die when God calls him ; where and
however it thall be; there is nothing in death that needs
to fear him, the Word of God hath giveo him nota-
ble grounds of comfort and encouragment to bear him
through it moft heartfomely, andin the faith of that
word he fhould walk confidently and comfortably
throw the valey of the fhaddow of death and fear
nooeill; Thereare two thingsin this doétrine much
to the fame purpofe: x. That the Lord allowes the
beleiver to be comforted in his death, and thcrefﬁre

s
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hes allowed him grounds of firong confolation. 2.
That the beleiver who hath thefe grounds , thould
make ufe of them to bear him chearfully and comforta-
bly thrugh death ; fothe Lord fpeakiug of Deathand
Judgment , Luke 21, 28. fayes to, and commands, be-
leivers in him, When ye shall fee thefe things come to
palfe, thenlookeup and lift up your heads for the day of
qour vedemption draweth nigh , befide many other com-
maondst .ac are frequent 10 the Scriprures to this pur.
pofe; and how many of the Saints refting on and
improveing thefe grounds have died moft willingly s
pleafantly , comfortably , and joyfully ¢ Take for
inftance old Simeon, whofweetly fayes, Luke 2. Now
lesteft thou thy Servant depart in peace s tse. He begs
leave to be gone ; Andif ye look to Paul, Ot how
earneftly docs he long for his pafie and dimiffion , and
how heartily does he welcome the thoughts of it?
Philip, 1: 21, To clear the doétrine a litle , we fhall
fpeake fomewhat to thefe two things. 1 What are
the things that ordinarly make death cerrible. 2. What
are the grounds of comfort and refrefhing, or the re-
frethful confiderations that beleivers have in the way
of grace againft thefe grounds of terrour , and the
lateer will be found very far greater cthen the former;
only take this word of caurion or warnings that we
fpeak not of death fo, asif it wer comfortableto die
mply, or asif it wer {o te all; no not fo, forits
terrible to all them thae die infin and out of Chrift ;
but tothem that beleive in him, and take his own
way tothis bleffed end of dieing in him , to all them
and to them only, is death comafortable and refrething,
and to notne others.
" But 1. As tothefe things that make death terrible
and fo much to be feared, they are efpecially thefe
five. 1, There is fomething natural in death that makes
it terrible, andthatis, the diffolution of that intime,
clofle, and firait umion, which is betwixt the fm;l
a0
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and che body 3 which feparacion of thefe two greatin-
timates being contrarie tonature , cannot but be ab-
horrent and terrible to it; and death withal, in its
large extent , being a part and fruit of the curfe, anda
bitcer fruit of mans departure from God 5 its no won-
deritbeterrible, 21y, There is fomething in deaththat
ispenal; 2sitisthe wagesof fin (juft now hinted) ic
hath challenges flowing from the law with it which
fpeake in the confcience ; this is the fruir of fin, and
hatharizht withit co dominion over the finner flowing
from che breach of the Law of God; and wer there
nomore then this in deata it might make it terrible to
all; Hence its faid, x Cor, 15: 20. that the fling of
deatk is fin, becaufe it wer nothing todie i there wer
no challenge for finin it ; and the flrengthof finis the
Law, becaufethe Law curfeth every one thacconti-
nues not in all chings thatare writtenin 1t to doe them,
Gal, 3. 10. Sothatby this meanes death ha-h domi-
nion overall, and brings allas in cheir natural condte
tion under wrath. 3ly, Thereisfomething chatisacs
cidertal (if we may [o {peak) indcath, and that is,
the greatnefTe and greivouineffe of paine thatordiarly
takes hold of men and women when death as 2 King of
terrors draws near; and fometimes fome other circums-
ftances concurre to make it terrible  as namely, thac
it comes 2t fuch a cime,very furprifeingly,that e comes
by fuchafort of ficknefle that it may be s loathfome
and fomewhat thought thame of , thatic eryftsthe per-
fonin fuch a place and among fuch a company, and it
may be at diftance fromall friends and familiars. 4ly,
There is ane uncowthnefle and ftrangeneffe in the
thing , thatmakesit terrible; the man that now is a
dieing never died before, and nose can tell him to the
full and to the life whar and how great 2 ching itis to
lay downe his life; a thing which he never experienced
before; for his thoughts, affeétions, delights, de-
fires , and defigues are all much changed and altfered
oM
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from what they wer; Yea, that wherein he "had
pleafure is pofTibly his bane and torment ; his thoughts
of the world are quite anothex thm% then fometime
they wer ; Itisthen no wonder thar folkes fcarand be
very fearful to adventure on a voydge ; whereof nori¢
can give them a parcicular and exact account a5 having
fziled it beforethemn , and with Wwiich they therfifet¥és
have never been acquainted , and which hatli fuchter-
ribleeffe&s, efpecially where faich in Chrift is want-
ing. 4ly, That which accompanies and followes
deich makes it terrible 5 if it wer to goeto the duftas
the beaft doeth, it wer nothing fo terrible, butto
have ane immortal foul that muft appear béfor the tri+
bunal of che great God, and muft goe through the
hands of his holy fevere Juftice, where the leaft fin
will draw on damnation, and where the fentence thats
once paft is never to be revocked; O whatacon=
cerning and terrible thing is that ¢ And however while
men are in health they thick but litle of it, yéric hach
abroad look at death: Nay if you will confider. men
as men, much more as having lome light of the Gofpely
ye would think it matter of admiration , that the fe-
rious thoughts of what followeth after Jeatl ,. doeth
not pute them quite befide chemfelves 5 and fright
them out of their witts ; However » to die carelefly and
without fatisfa&ion anent ane interef in Chrift , 18
doubtlefle a moft terrible thing.

Inthe 2d place > If ye look to the allowancethat
beleivers have , and to their grounds of comfort againft:
thefe things that are terrible in death , ye will fe¢ them
to be far greater and fironger then they are terrible ;
Forclearing whereof, Confider, 1, The grounds of
the beleivers peace and comfore in dicing, 2. The
fruirs thar flow from thefe grounds , which are exceed-
ing refrething and encouradging , and which ye would:
carefully gather and lay up againft the time of dieing »

5

and take fuch a way of living as ye may haverighe ta” .
H :

them when ye come o dic. _ Fitf¥



Firft chen for the grounds of beleivers peace:and
comfort, confiderthefe, 1. Gods over-ruleing pro-
vidence in the leaft circumftance that concernes a be-
leivers death , Precious in the fight of the Lord is the
death of bis Saints » Pfal, 116. v. 15, He lookes to
their as a matter of fpecial concernment, the
cime » the ficknefle, the kind of death, whither 2
violentornatural , 2 lingring or fudden death, areall
determined & concluded with lum. I faid,{ayes David,
thou art my God 5 my times are inshy hand 5 deliver me
froms the band of mine enemies, Pial. 31. 15, his intereft
in God fweetneth all to him , and italfo comforts him
againft the perfecuion of enemies > that itwas notin
mens hand to purt ane end to his life when they
pleafed, buria Godse 2ly, Confider our Lord Jefus
his {pecial commuifion in referegce to death ashe is
Mediator , whom God hath furoifhed with all power
in Heaven and Earth; Therefore when Fohn is affraved
to dic Revel, 1. v. 18. He laid bis hand on bim ; and faid
unto him fearnot 5 1 haveshe keyes of Hell and of Death :
The godly need not be furprifed with it asifitcould
feaze or rake hold of them without commiffion; for
death harhnot the keyes of itfelfein keeping , but he
beares them all 3 the world cannot take the bodily life
of a Saint from him till he grant a2 commiffion for
thateffe& : Is it not then very comfortable to be in
fuch a blefled eftate about which he doeth ina fpecial
manner order and command all # Moft certainly 1t is.
A 3d ground of confolation , is taken from our Lords
fatisfaction znd death ; and this is 2 maine one which
hath many grounds of comfortinit, he diedand was
laid in the grave; Hence 1, He hath fatisfied the
Law and -aken away the curfe, 2Cor; 5. v. laft. He
was made fin jor us who knew no fin, thar we might be
made the righteoufnefJe of God in him: Chrift bath re
deered us from the curfe of the law > being made a curfe for
us. Gal. 3. 13, Blorting out the hand-writing of ordi=

nances
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nances that was againftus 5 and that wascontrary to sus,
taking it out of the way and nailing it to bis cr:{(j'e v and
baveing [poiled principalities and powerss hemade a siew
of them of:m{y triumphing over theminit, Col. 2: 14, 15,
his death is our victory over death, hedifarmed the
Devil by his dieing » and became thedeath of death,
asitis, Hofea 3. Odeath 1will bethy plagues , O grave
X will be thy deftrulion; He by lyeing in the grave hath
fweetned it to belewversy fo thattheyneed nor fear to
lye where helay, 2. His refurre@ion compleats the
confolation, it{hewesthatdeachis his captive, that
it prevailed not over him, but that he prevailed over
itand fpoiled it of its power; fo that beleivers may
fweetly fing, O deathwhereisthy fling ¢ O gravewlere
is thy viflory ? Thanks be to God who bath givenus the
viflory 5 thiugh Chrifts refurredtion, Lie having fatis-
fied igr them and in theirroome ; thisis the ground of
the Apoftles triumph , Rom. 8.33. Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of Gods elett Jeis God thar jufiifies,
who shall condemne ? It is Chrift that died 5 yearather
thatis rifen againe; Letthe Law, Juftice, the Devil,
and fin come forth ; they have no juft ground of chal-
lenge or plea againft the beleiver,for the debe is payed,
Chriftis dead and rifen and hath gotea difcharge ; this
is the fundation of a beleivers comtort, confidering
that Chrift died to preventall rightin any party or per-
fonto challenge or implead him. 3. His interceifion
yet further compleats the confolation, for he hath not
left the beleiver to die his 2lone nor to live his alone,
but the benefits of his purchale are made forth-co-
meing for him , according to his prayer, John 17. 24,
(& heis the fame nowin Heaven that he was on earth)
where he fayeth, Father, Iwill that thefe whomtlon
baft %:‘-vm me be with me where I am 5 that they may hehold
my glory : The fumme of his intercetljon, is ro gett
beleivers made conquerours,and it is not fully fatisfied
sill they be compleatly fo; This is a very great ground of

: ' H2 con.
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comfort , that when the beleiver cannot pray for him-
felfe, and poffibly his fenfes fail and are gone, and
the prayers of others can be buclitle retrefhing » that
even then he is reached by the benefite of Chrifts in-
terceffion, A 4th pround,is the confiderationoi Gods
Covenant, and of his love and faichfulnefle in keep-
ing Covenant , eveninand throughdeath, when Da-
vid 2 Sam. 232 §. is about to comtort himfelfe agaft
death (whichfeems to be his fcope in thefe words )
he draws his comfort from this ground , #hat God hath
madewith him ane everlafting Covenant , ordered in all
things and fure: And tie Govenant holds forth five
propperties 1a God, that doe moft frongly comfort
againft death : 1. The Loveof God, that 1s ftronger
then desth, for death will never overcome it, but it
overcomes death ; Pho shall feparat us from the Love of
God, fa~ eth the Apoftle, Rom. 8: 37 shall tribulation,
or diftreffe, or perfecution¢gc ? Nay in all rhefethings s
swe dre more then congquerours through him that loved us :
The love of God getts the victory > and givesthe be-
leiver the vidory over all not only in life but in death,
it being of infinitly broad extent and of everlafting du-
ration. 2. His FaithfulnefJe in this Covenantis plighted
to the beleiver , which aeath takes notaway, hence
God is faid to be the God not of the deadsbus of the living,
Though Abraham be dead vet1s he his God ftull 5 the
covenant-relanon is not diffolved , butas he is faithful
in keeping Covenant to him while he s alive, fois he
at death , which is the prefixed terme for makeing all
the promiies of tae Covenant fully forthcomeing , and
for entring beleivers in poffeffion of them. A 3dprop-
perty , is Gods P¥ifedome in frameing the Covenant fo
fuzeably, thatitcomtorrsnoronly in lifebutar death,
therefore its f2id to be ordered in all shings , the promi-
fes of grace and mercy in the Govenant, 2renot only to
give pardon here alonge the beleivers life, but affured

quietnefle at deach > eventhough fenfe and feiling be
' gones
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gone. A 4th propperty , is the Fafliceof God , which
though it feem to be moft terrible , yet 1« iz comforta-
ble to beleiversagainft death , Henceforthis laid up for
me, {2izhthe Apoftle, 2 Tim, 4.8. acrowneof righteouf=
aeffe; which God the righteous judge shall givesome at that
day: Foritisjuft wich God to give to beleivers whae
Carift hath bought and purchaled at {o dear arate fer
them , to give them comfort who have betaken t.em-
felves to him for it ; for though he gives nothing ta
beleivers on the accompt of their meric, yet there is
a fuzeablenefle and proportionablenefle by which he
walks cowards them , and without all doubt Chrift
harh merited thefe great things for them, which God
in Juftice is oblidged to him to beftow onthem The
4thand laft propperty, is the Power of God, which
1s engadged for the keeping beleivers to falvation,
1 Pet, 1: 5. he hata fpoken the word and he can and
willmake it good , and there is nothing wherein his:
power thines forth more conlpicuoully , then in their
{upportance and through-bearing in their deach ; when
tentations are readsly firongeft. A §thground, isthe
begun operation and work of the Spiritof God, con-
{idered either as his comfortable work, as heistke
Spirit of adoption bearing witne{fe wich their Spirits »
or as it is his fanctifieing and mortificing work , killing
inward lufts , orasitis his ftrengthning or quickning
work, whereby he keeps life in the beleiver, and
gives him ane earneft of that whichis comeing; the
more of thefe he hath he maythe more quietly and
comfortably die, the feed of God isin him and is keepe
ftill alive tn him 3 And now fince God in his provi-
dence, Chriftin his death , refurreé&ion ; interceflion,
and adminiftration of his offices, Gods Covenant and
all his propperties, with the work of his Spirit, are
all ingadged for the beleiver ; what more can be re-
quired for his comfortable through-bearing in death ¢
And yet al! thefe are Gods allowance on him, even on

H 3 - every
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every one that hath made his peace with God through
Jefus Chrift; are they not then, O! are they not biefled

thac die in the Lord?
In the 2d place, take fome comfortable confidera-

tions as fo many fruits that fpring from thefe grounds »
or as fo many fruiss of Gods loveand everlafting Cove-

nane. 1. Godgives charge to his Angelsto attend on

beleivers at deathy for convoying their foules to the

bofome of Abrabam » Luk, 16. for if Angels be mi-
niftring Spirits to page and wait on them in their life,
thevare much more [oat their death ; God 1s {o ten-
derof them that he hath Angels moe then one waitirg
onthem; Andthough thiscomenotup the length of
the former grounds of comfort, fpringing more im=
medixly from the Father, the Sone, and the Holy
Spirit , yerits exceeding comfortable when neicher
Minifter nor Friend can comfort, thacthey have glo«
rious Angels o be with them - for ever, to convoy
themro Heaven, which is by them accounted ane ho-
nourable peice of (ervice. 2. The prefent happinefle
wherewith the foul is poffefled on the backof death,
(for its immediatly caried as i f2id ; tothebofome of
“abyaban: - or rather to the bofome of Jefus Ghrift)
Taike a word of it in thefe two (which we fpoke to
more largely before;) 1 They have aperieét freedome
from all Llsof this life; no fia, no challenge; no accula-
tion , no crofie , no difficulty , no weighe , all tearsare
wiped from theireyes, forrow and fighing flee away,
they have abfolute freedome from all tae difquictncfie
that is here: 2. They are broughr to the poficition of
their hope, they are broughtto the immediat injcy-
ment of God and of Chrift as man vifible, they are
furnithed widh all defyreable perfeCtionss nothing is
now in part , all is perfect, theyare verfedt in know-
I:dge, they have a clear refolution to 2]l their doubts

anent things which we difput long abeut here with

much contention, and feldome cometo 3 clearly fatis-
o n fieing
i - L]
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fieing clofe; aplance of Godand of Chrift fully fatis-
fieth as toall thefe; Thereis ane admiflion to all the
priviledges of Heaven, a place given among them that
ftand by, aficting on Thrones with Abraham 5 Ifaac
Facob. M \fes s Samuel ; David, and with the reft of
the Prophecs ; wich Paul, Fames. Fobns and the reft
of the Apoftles, where they behold the face of God
and of the Lamb , and are amongft his actendants
ferveing him alwayes withouc any the leaft wearineffe,
weight, or burden, without any difficulty or indifpo-
fition, and bleffing 4nd praifing him for ever and ever;
And is not this a moft neartfome and comforeable life
andlot¢ May nort a beleiver then veild to death, yea
and make it very welcome on this ground ¢ Confider=
ing what a miferable world helivesin, and how emi-
nently , aboundantly , and fuperexcellently ail the
vaine and evanifhing fhaddowes and fhews here awa
aremadeup, by whatis moftreal, folid, fubfantial
{atisfieing , and abiding there. Thereis 3ly, there-~
furre&ion of beleivers bodies; though this tabernacle
be diffolved and goe tothe duft , yet up againit muft;
and that partof Ifaias his fonge, Cap, 26, is then emi-
nenrly verified s Thy dead men shall live, rogi:ber with
my dead body shall shey arife ; awake and fing ye that dwell
in the dufl 5 for their dew is as the dew of berbess and the
earth shall caft out thedead: As inwinter the hetbes
are not feen, yet theroots remaine inthe gronnd and
theyrifeagaine inthe fpring, fo (fayeth faich refting
onthe word of promife) fhall the bodies of the godly
and thefz that lye downe mortal rifeimmortal , having
agility acd aptitude to follow the Lamb whither-
focver he goes; thefe bodiesthat wer fown in coriup-
tion & dithonour,and which after a while lyeing in the
ground become very loathfome, fhall be raifed in in.
corruption and glory , even conforme to the glorious
body of Jefus Chrift; thefe bodies that wer fown in
wreakneffe, even {uch weaknefle that they could not
| | H 4 goc
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goe on their own feet to the grave , nay that wer with-
out all life, motion, fenfe; and feiling, thall be raifed
inpower, asyoumay feeat greater length in thefe ex-
cellently fweet and comfortable words of the Apoftle,
1 Cor.15. wherein not only heclears the great truth
_ of therefurreétion , but alio fhewes what grounds of
comfort himfelfe and other beleivers had againft death
init. 4lyandlafily, Confider whatwill be thefouls
and the bodies cafe when that defyreable day of the re-
{urre@ion comes , when thefe two old intimats fhall
meettogither, andas it wer renew their acquaintance
apaine in much better condition then they parted »
there will be no more awreftling thenceforth berwixt
flefh and fpiric, but a holy harmony iaane usit and
jointenjoying of God, in ane unit and joint delight-
ing in, and ferving of Cod, aod inane unir and joint
farisfa&ion ip God and in being with God for ever-
more , jorweshallbe for everwithihe Lord, faith the
Apottle; 1 Thefl 4. Wherefore, fayerh he s comfort
one another with thefe words ; As indeed there 1s good
and won-fuch ground to doe : Confider withail the
great hooour they will have 2t Judgment, and the
happinefle followmgit. To returne then to what we
propofed, feeing beleivers in Chrift have fuch preg-
nant and impregnablé grounds to com’ort them agaicft
death » and feeing fuch [weer and pafling-excellent
fruits flow from thefe grounds , and fince there 18
fuch a begun good at death that hath no end, may
they not be very quietin their life and at cheir death,
and be exceedingly comforted , whatever be the times
the place » or manner, that God in his wifedome thall
think fitt to call them by death outof this prefent evil
world ? : A
" \We come now to the Ufes of this fweer point of
do&rine; Aund the firft ufe is of exhortation to be-
{eivers: 1, To lay up this comforr , and 21y, To
blefle God for this comfort , that he hath provided fo

T very
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very well for you bouh iniehis life, and aeand afeer your
death; 3ly, Blefle him that ever he was gracioully
pleafed to bring youto this happy condition , when he
might have left you altogither comfortlefle both in
lifeand death, O! bleffe him thae he hath given his
Sonne Jzfus Chrift > that heis come, and that grace is
through him extended that broad as to takeyouin g
It thould make youcry with holy David in atranfport
of admiration, what am I, and what is my fathers boufe,
that thou baft brought me bitherto: 2 Sam.7. and with
him tofay, Ibleffethe Lordthat hathgiven me counfel,
Plal 16,

But 2ly , There are two ufes we would [peak 2
litle more particularly to , the firft whereof, is to
exhort you to that which is the fumme of all we have
ipoken to you from thefe words, even to ftudy tolive
o as ye may die in Chrift » which death , hath fo
many and [o ftrong greunds of confolation waiting i,
thacall the world cannor poflibly parallel or equal
them ; If . here wer notanother motive to prefle you
to faith in Chrift, and to mortification, and to the
makeing of your calling and eleétion fure s thisis (ufie
cient, chatchele things have fuch comforts at death
and againft it, which are the moft uncontravertibly
fure, ftable, andlafling grounds of comfort; other
grounds of comfort that goe quite dry and evanith at
death , are buc miferable comforters, and like Fob’s
winter- brookes of water, that in fummer difappoint
the weary traveller , and fend him away athamed ; bue
thefe comforts can guard the heart againft the law,
againft challenges for fin, and againft the Devil ; nay
let us fuppofe,that there wer millions of Devils. and of
chullenges for fin, and of laws transgreffed thereby,
to fpeak and paffe fentence againft che beleiver in
Chrift, there 1s mighty and mervelous ground of com-
fort for him againft themall here , he may appear and
appeal and confidently fay, there are moe with me
. Hs then
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then againft me; death to him wants its fing, .and
fin its firength , and he may ftop over the bound-rode
{tofay fo) and borderof time into eternity, with a
fong of praife and triumph in his mouth, and dic s
quictly and confidently as if he wer tolye downe iu his
bed, as it is [fa.§7. v. ¥, 2. yea , with a great deal
more quietnefle 5 confidence , and chearfulnefle :
Fherefore wer ye to choile 2 way of living , let it be
this, even to live (o as ye may die in Chrift; This iss
as Ffaid, thegreat fcope of ali that we have fpoken
from the{e words » even to ftirryouuptolivefo as ye
may be happy at your death, andthatisto die 1o him:
T fhall propofe but one confideration to inforce this
uponyou, and itsthis» that way of living and dicing
hach with itane alteration of the nature of all things;
whena man is ane enemy to God, all things are ac-
curled to him , but when he is befreinded to God and
in good termes with him , all chiags are bleffed to him,
and work rogither for his good, Rom,8.v.28 and
death comes 1n amongft thefe all things 3 Al zhings are
yours y faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor, 3. acthe clofe, whi-
ghey Paul, or Cepba.r, lifes or deash > things prefent s
orihings to come , theyare all ar your fervice they are
3!l yours as to the bleft nfe of them; they work togi-
gher for your good , and prove all contributive and {ub-~
fervient to your bringing to glory,

The 2d Ufe on the other hand, isto lett all of you
fee what great prejudice ye {uffer , and whatdiladvan-
tage ye lye under 5 that live not (o as ye may die
in Chrift; ye have nothing to doe with any the leaft of
all thele confolations , and therefore in the name of
the Lord ye are inhibited and difcharged to medle
with them 5 See that none of you who refolve not to
seit on Chrift by faith, to live holily, and to fhew
forth his praife, by a fhineing and exemplary convers
fation , dar to prefume toput forth your hand to touch

thefe confolations; that terrible word in the 7. of Fere-
miey
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mies calls for your confiderarion  Willye fleal ; murd=
er , and commit adultery , and fwear falfly s and come
and fland before me in this Houfe s and fay we are delivered
to doe all thefe abominations ? Will ye take your own
way of prophaneliving > and yet expe& any benefite
of my Covenant, or any faveing fruit of my grace;
As God reckoned with profaine Ifrael , fo fhall he
reckon withyou, and fhall feparat you from his peo-
pleunto a curfe, and the anger of God fhall fmoak
againft you ; not one graceleffe finner fhall be per-
mitted tojoine himfelfe wit, or to lurke among@, the
great company-and congregation of thefe godly ; An-
gels fhall feparat you from them, and thefentence of
the judge fhall feparat you from himand them with
that doolful , depart from me, ye workers of iniquity 5
and chat fentence will be as terrible to you as the god-
lies fentence will be comfortable to them , Come ye
bleffed of my Fasher &c. Take notice of thisallye thae
think ye would faine die well , (and ro mervel, for
{o did prophane Balaam defyre to die the death of the
righteous) bu: have no care tolive well ; when all
t.1s do¢trine1s fummedup , it will drasv your happi-
nefle on this very hinge and bring it tothis iflue, whi-
ther ye will indeed in ti:e Lords ftrengeh feur your.
felvesto live fo as ye may die in Chnift, then in this
cafe all chefe confolations , even all the confolations
of the Go'pel, fhallbeyours, butnot one of them
allis yours otherwayes ; To them that diein the Lord
and to them only , 1s happineie promifed, burton the
contrary to all them thatlive not te him, and die not
in him, God is ane enemy in life and indeath, his
curfe followes them heie, and cleaves cloffe to them as
a girdle doethtotheloines of 2 man in the grave, fo
that they fhall never be able to fhake it off ; fies and
challenges fhall then be multiplied, death fhallihen
pute forthiits ftinge and fn its firength 5 the gravedhall
then obtaine full viftory over them ; icthall feed on

| them;
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them ; butit thall not be fo with the godly, it fhall
have no dominion over them as it hath over the
wicked that dig in their finnes and outof Chrift » death
and the curfe make amorfzl , asitwer, of all that live
and die out of Chrift, it ears them up & confumes them
for evermore; when the firft death is overand gonesthe
fecond death takes hold of them and never lecs goe its
hold; fothacdeath will flill, even throuzh ali eter-
pity purfue the quarrel againft them And therefore
let me thute up all withtwo waords; The 1ft whereofis
o you who make confcience of being and living in
Chrift, thoagh ve come fhort of that which ye much
covet and long to oe at, andis called for from yous
which is your burden and afliction ; yer confider what
2 comfortable allowance ye have from God, who is
she God of all confolation, and be comforted inity
what ever be your lot and condition in the world,
be what it will or may be, alicle ime will puic by and
to ane end ; Therefore I fay , take encouragment
from thefe grounds of confolation that GCod hath
given you againf the terriblenefle of death, and walk
{o as ye may not marr your own comforc 3 and wich-
all , bleffe God who hath given you fuch good ground
of hope, yehave more tomakea truely comfortable
lifetoyou, then all the Kings and great men in the
earth have that are oue of Chrift ; ye may be very
finfuily defe&ive inthis much called-for duty of blef-
fing God , who hath provided fo notably well for yous
and may robe him of the glory that is infinitly due to
him from you, onmany O ! very manyaccounts, if

ye looke not toit. :
The 2d word , is to all of yon whom we would
carneftly befeech, for the Lordsfake and as ye prize
thele mercies » to takethe way that God hath thalked
oeutto come by them ; dicing in the Lord isthe great
qualification that hath all thefe comforts annexed to
%, andlvingin, and vo him; is the indifpenfably IE-
quifie
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uific qualificacion of all chat weuld die in him, and
this is tolive by faith in the Sone of God, and tolive
Chrift-like, tolive foas Chrift may live i you and ye
may livein him, thatthe truth and the Rraitnefe of
your union with him may be evident and apparent by
the fruits of it 3 Ina word, tolive in continual com.
munion with him , and in the clofle and conftant
purfute of conformity to him ; We will dar to fay to
youtnat livefo, yea, to all of you on condition ye
will through grace choife this way of living, that ye
fhall die happie, for the mouth of the Lord hathfpok-
enit, and will make it good , Bleffed are shey which
dicin she Lord, he hath pronounced blefledneffe on
fucn, in death dnd after death ; And upon the other
hand, if ye will betake yourfelves to the way of the
moft pare 5 and live camally and carelefly, and will
not think more on death, and will doe no more ta
prepare and make ready for it, alace! we muft fay
to you, and dar not but fay to you, and the Lord
will ratifie and confirme it, that ye have nothing
todoe with thefe comforts of his people, por have
any part or portion inthem; And if fo, what have
ye to comfort yourfelves in, though ye were all Kings
and Queens, of the meft opulent , potent , and
floorithing Kingdoms in the World ¢ God will fay
t0 you, that ye bad nothing to doe, to take his Cove-
nart in your mouths 5 fince ye bated to be reformed s
And though poor wretcies , ye now live in cas-
nal mirth and jollity » yet your laughter and joy,
your finging and dancing, fhall by and by be turned
into moarning , -into weepiag > wailing ; and gnath.
ing of teeth , as your mirth and laughter end, your
weeping and houling fhall begin but never end:Is there
rotthen; O! is there not great, vaftly great difference
betwixt dieing in fin and dieing in Chnft ¢ And all this
depends on your way of living , And is there
roraneceflity, amofi ablolute and indifpenfible ne-
cellicy
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ceflity of your being in him, 2nd of your living in
him and tohim » -as ye would not to your eternal pre,
judice and loffe, be found miftaking or not duely con-
fidering thefe rhings that'belonge to your peace, til)
this your day be over and gone , and matters betwixt
him and you be paft all ridding and remedy ¢ Now
the Lord himlelfe who only can doeit, powerfully
perfwade and prevail with you, fo to live that ye
may have the well-grounded hope of dying in Chrifl,
fince blefled and only blefled are they who die in the
Lord, who reft from theirlibours 2ad whofe works

follow them.
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Advertifement by «Aeuefs Campbeil,
relic of the decealt Mr, Williup Guthrie, late
Minifter of the Gofpel, to fuch unto whofe
hands fome printed papers, callé&_Seqmons,'
bearing the faid Mr. William Gmitie his .
naine, may come, ! ‘

Chriltian Reader.
BEing much afflited with 1be fight of fome printed

papers or Sexmonss to whick the name of my swors
Husband , now with the Lord , isprefived s by thefe whe
have published them , becaufe 1 found many things
therein injurions, notonly to hismemorie, but to the
trath ; 1was therefor at the painesto canfe compaze
themwith his notes 1 have befideme, andlikewages,
to imterrogat fome of bis moft confcientions and judicions
ordinary hearersyer living , anentthe {ame ; And after
due and ferious confideration of the whole, 1dar vegy
confidently declare , that they ave not the genuine works
and Sevmons of my forfaid Husband, which may be
very evident to all that knew bim 5 confidering the per-
plexed fiile, the confufion and waut of connexion, aud
amultitude of vainvepetitions, that areoftentimestq
be found therein 5 asalfo want of thatelear method f1-
miliar 1o him , togither with the unfoundne(fe fometimes
of thematter, whichwasknown tobe far from him ,
being well inflruited in the forme of [onnd words,
whichin all-difcourfes to the peaple be held faff, Moge-
ever, therebe many things therein clear nonfenfe and
710t
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not intélligible by the rader , 4 fanlt very far from
biswaym preaching, But this is to be the lefJe wondered
\ &ty feemg that whn be was yet alive, fome made bold
" 20 prine fome Spmons of his without bis knowleage ,
hich he wosld not o6n » and therefor was necefitat
10 emithe/e papers bim[elfe s tothe advantage of the
truth 5 which othermwayes had been wronged. 1t 1s
boped therefor that ¢very confcientiots perfon will be fo
far tende of the truth , and of the fame of fuch afaith- >
fub Minifler of the Gofpels whois not#ow to [peak_for
bimfelfe 5 that they wrll not look_spon thefe printed
Sevmons a:bisworks, feeing they have been pit forth
20 the publick_view s without the knorpledge or confent
of any of his velations or Brethren of the Miniftry , whe
wer particularly acquant with him and his way of doc-
tsine , And 1o whom if he bad minded any thing for the
- pref, be would bave left the chaige of the overfight
_ tbereof : Theworld hath already bad ataje of his gifty
~and of the Spivit that appemed in him , inthat ufeful
litle book published by himfelfe s and bleffed of God to
the edsfication of many 5 which I hopewill eafily move
the obferving and judicions Reader 5 te have thefe lately
inted under his name in {ufpirion Lshalladd no more
but for the furure entreat,that nothing bearing bis namey
anay be looked upon as bis, that is not attefled by his
meareft 1elations, and bis Bretbren of the miniftrie s
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